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TRAVELS 



EGYPT AND L Y B I A, 

BY 

MR. JSROJVNE, 

H^BSbVL THB YbAR 1702 TO 1799. 



DrSCOVERIES relative to Egypt, the forraef 
feat of the Ptolemies> and the renownetf 
emporium of the Eaft, once celebrated for its 

. ^lendor/ wealth, and power, and now efteemcd 
fbr its n^agnificent. remains, are in themfelvca 
peculiarly interefting to the literary world, and 
evidently derive a new advantage from every 
ifecent circumftance, tranfmitted to Europeans; 
by fuch perfons as devote their time and abili* 
ties tea flri6t examination of that famous coun<*f 
try, and its numerous" curiofuies. 

Among^ travellers of this defcription We (bouldf 
be unpardonable to omit Browne, whofe pru- 

, dence, zeal, and peffeverance are alike deferving 
of our admiration and our praife^ and whofa 
labours have been juftly eftimated by a difcern- 
ing public, as a Valuable addilion \o \>afc %^\kex^, 
iJocir of ufeful knowledge and agc^tibVft «a\fc^- 

Wimneiitj 



2 Browne's travels 

After a pleafant voyage of twenty-fix days 
from the coafl of Britain, Mr. Browne arrived, 
on the 10th of January, 179^, at Alexandria, 
which, though formerly the principal monu- 
ment of a conqueror's magnificence, now retains 
but few veftiges of its priftine grandeur. 

The chief remains of the ancient city, as 
defcribed by our author, are an imperfeft co- 
lonnade near the gate that leads to Rofetta, and 
an eminence in the fouth-eaft, which is known 
by the name of the Amphitheatre. Of the fub- 
urb, denominated Necropolis, or the City of 
the Dead, there are no veftiges worthy the at- 
tention of a traveller. The walls are of Sarace- 
nic flrudure, and confequently not coeval with 
the ancient dimeniions of the city. They are 
in feveral places more than forty feet in height, 
and apparently twenty on the lowed part. Thefe, 
being flanked with towers and very fubflantial 
in themfelves, form an admirable defence for 
the inhabitants againft the predatory incurfions 
of the Bedouins, and the hoftile approaches of 
the Mameluke cavalry. 

The houfes at prefent occupy but a fmall por- 
tion of Alexandria, the remainder confining of 
^xtenfive gardens and wafte grounds, that are 
entirely covered with ruins. From the former of 
thefe the natives are well fupplied with fruit 
and vegetables ; and from the latter, fragments 
of fculpture, ancient coins, and pieces of precious 
marble are frequently dug by the Egyptian la- 
bourers, or difcovered to the paiTenger by fuc- 
ceflivc fjiowers of rain. 

The eaftern harbour, ufually frequented by 
European veffeh, is rendered eiLU^tQ«\^ d^^^tee- 
^bJe by its rocky bottom, and Y>7 i^^xl^Vvtv^ ^V 
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the agitation of the fea durjng the influence of 
certain winds. About twenty (hips, however, 
may fecurely anchor, with due precaution ;, but 
the greater part of the harbour is nearly filled 
with rubbifti, and as the water is removed fc- 
vcral fathoms from the gate of the old cuftom- 
houfe, which it formerly reached in the memo- 
ry of the prefent inhabitants, it feems probable 
that the fea is retiring, and that nature contri- 
butes to the ruin of this port. 

The old port, which is exclufively appropri- 
ated to the ufe of Mahometans, is tolerably fpa- 
cious, and affords excellent anchorage, as there 
is a depjth throughout of near fix fathoms. 

The city is created on part of the ifthmus and 
thcpeninfula, and towards the eaftern extremity 
a dilapidated fort is feen, which is conneded 
with the continent by a mole of ftone, furniftied 
. with wrought arches, and iheltered by a wall on 
the weft, that is alfo in a ruinous date. 

Thehoufes are commonly more than oneftory 
high, built of ftone, and admirably fuited to the 
mode of living that prevails among the inha- 
bitants. A fiat roof is found to be the beft fecu- 
rity againd the rain, which occafionally falls 
in the autumn, and confequently every native 
prefers fuch a form for the top of his reiidence. 

The citizens are fupplied with water from 
feven referv^irs*, conflru6ted of mafly timber, 
which fiill remain of a feri'es, that in all pro- 
bability was formerly continued from one extre- 

• Thcfc refervolr* arc moft probaMy in their originil 
ftate, M uTecnH very unlikely that ihc nvo^txtv K\^i^'%:cvo. 
driant thould have fubflituteld timbet £ot ^otiCv Vtv -a^ -^X^^w^ 
where the fojwer is very f<Arcc and tVic oiYicx cxX.i«»KVt 
pJeatifai. 



xnity of ^the city to the other, in order io prc- 
fervc 9 fufficient quantity of water during the ~ 
annual fubfidence of the Nile -, bujt as the^ are 
fituated at a coniiderable di (lance from the moft 
populous party a number of poor perfons gain a 
iubfiftence by carrying water from houfe tp 
houfe upon camels, and for each cameFs load 
they receive a fum that is equivalent to two- 
pence of Englifli money. 

The only monuments of antiquity, that retaia 
the lead degree of perfedion, are the obeliik, the 
column ufually termed of Pompeyj and a far* 
cophagus, of ferpentine marble, which is ufed as 
a ciftcrn in the great mofque. As the latter 
curiofity is ' exceedingly rich in hieroglyphics, 
and has received but little injury from the cor- 
roding tooth of time, a perfon, who had for 
feme time farmed the culloms, ventured, on his 
retiring from Egypt, to negociate for the fale of 
this precious relic to an European, who deftgnecji 
to prefent it to the emperor of Germany. Pre- 
vious to its embarkation, however, the fecret 
was divulged, and the citizens infified fo loudly, 
that the property of their mofque was inviolable, 
that the projeded fcheme was prudently giveij 
up, and the cbefl permitted to continue in its 
place, where, fince that occurrence, it has been 
watched with fuch unremitting vigilance, that 
it is now extremely difficult for a traveller to 
obtain a fight of itj confequenlly Mr. Browna 
>vas precluded from prefenting the public with 
fo minute a defcription as would have been con- 
genial with his own defires. 

The flocks and herds that are brought up for 
the confumption of the citizens, arc ^aftured on 
iJbe herbage in the vicinity o£ Ae cati«\\ «lX.xv\^\» 
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however, they are driven within the walls of 
the city, and are likewife brought thither for 
prote6tion, when any of the hoftile tribes are 
encamped at a fmall diftance. 

Wherever a vegetable mould is difcovered, 
the foil is light and generally fertile; but, in all 
probability, it has been brought from fome 
other part, as the natural foil confifts entirely 
of fand or done, and is confequently unfit for 
the purpofe of cultivation. The gardens already 
alluded to, are pleafantly fprinkled with a va- 
riety of efculent herbs, and roots may be raifed 
without any other labour than that of watering. 
Orange and lemon trees are found in fmall 
quantities, and dates are cultivated in great 
abundance, as the fruit is very profitable to 
the proprietors of the ground, and the cheer- 
ful foliage of the trees forms an agreeable con- 
trail to the whitenefs of the buildings, and the 
dry,, fandy foil, by which they are encompafled. 
The other fruit-trees, which feem peculiar to 
the place, are the kilhne and the nebbek ; the 
former of which is likewife found in the Weft 
Indies, and the latter bears a fruit that refembles 
the cherry in fize and formation, but in colour 
and flavour approximates to the apple. 

The population of Alexandria, comprlfing Ma- 
hometans, Greets, Armenians, and Jews, may 
be computed at twenty thoufand fouls, though, 
on accouna: of his (hort refidence, Mr. Browne 
was unable to decide with accuracy upon this 
point. 

The Greeks have a church and convent, 
pleafantly fituated upon a g,et\v\^ ^cOaVw^ 
mmoDg the gardens, but orxAy coT\\?iv\>At\^ >[y\\^^ 
<w foar rcJiffious. The FtaucVfc^w^ o\ 'V^^^^^ 
B 3 ^ ^^"^^ 



gant^ have alfo a church and monaftcry. T*^^ 
Armenians have a churcb> and the Jews s^rc 
permitted to perform their devotions in a fyr^^r 
gogue: 

The houfes of the European confuls and mer- 
chants are all erected near each other to (he eaft 
of the city, and clofe to the fea-fbore, where 
the inhabitants ufually aiTociate with each other, 
and retain all the cuiioms of Europe, without 
infult or difturbance, as from our author's ob- 
fervation on the nations^ he is led to believe 
that when any ftranger has experienced uncivil 
treatment, it was in efFeft the refult of his own 
imprudence; and, notwith^anding the heavy 
charges that are commonly brought againft the 
Egyptians by hiOorians, refpeding their traffic 
vrith the Franks, our author ventures to affirm, 
that the natives are as frequently duped by the 
European merchants, as the latter by the Egyp-~ 
tian fadors, whom they are neceflitated to em- 
ploy. 

The command of the fort, and the military 
who are Rationed in the city, are committed to 
the hands of a fardar, who is either a calhef, or 
an inferior (ffic^^r* of the beys; but the internal 
government is vefted in the citizens. The com- 
merce of- Alexandria is very confiderablc, and 
its revenues are eftimated at two hundred and 
twenty- five thnuHuid pounds fterling. 

Among the various articles that are exported 
to Conftantinnple and other places, are coffee, 
rice, and raw leather. Saffranon and fenna are 

♦ The cadi, or chief magiftratc, is an, Arab, who re- 
ceives h-is authority from Conftantinople; the others are 
tbg fckfchs of the four fe^ls^ ^nd t^e iio^va^ of the two 
principal 420/aucSt 
L *• ^^^ 
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alfo taken In exchange by the Frank merchaDt&» 
for the produce of their refpeftive countries- 
The former of tbefe is cultivaled in Egypt, and 
the latter is either brought by way of Suez, or 
from Nubia, and the vicinity of the iiril ca« 
iarad:. 

The imports ^are likewife confiderable, com- 
prifing, among many others^ timber for houfe or 
ibip building, from Candia or the Archipelago } 
lbopper» rough or manufa^ured, from Coniian* 
tinople i red coral, from Leghorn ; and glafs 
beads, &c. from Venice. The confumption of 
broad cloth was formerly about eight hundred 
bales, but (ioce the commencement of hoftilitiet 
between the European powers, its price has rifen 
fo conliderably, that many of the inhabitant^ 
9re conftrained to make ufe of their native ma*> 
nufa^ures. 

* The navigation between Alexandria and Ro<t 
fetta is performed with fmall velfels, of from 
fifteen to fifty tons burthen, which depofit the 
merchandife at Rofetta, from whence they are 
conveyed to Cairo in boats of another conflruc- 
tion. 

A6tivity, perfe vera nee, and accutenefs, are 
among the leading chara6teriltics of the Alex- 
andrians, hence they are admirably difpofed by 
nature for that perpetual hurry of bufinefs, 
which is attached to the tranlit of merchandifsy 
and their attention to every department is fo 
remarkable, that if various caufes occalionally 
operate to the flagnation of commerce, they are 
confcious that no portion of blame can be pof- 
fibly attributed to themfelves. They are like* 
wife remarkable for the fac\V\\.^ V\v\i ^\v\^^ 
4hey lc9m ioreign laoguaa^a; >av3X N^^vt ow^ 



B BROWNE S TRAVELS 

Arabic is very impure, partaking greatly of tbo 
Turki(h and other dialers. 

With refpe^k to their political concerns, the 
Alexandrians are rather difobedient and intra6k- 
able towards the Mameluke governorsj whofe I 
publi« orders are not unfrequently oppofed j and 
the prcfent beys are confidered by the citizens as 
rebels againft the authority of the Porte. A 
mutual jealoufy naturally prevails between the 
partie?, as the beys are anxious to fubjuffate the 
the Alexandrians to the fame yoke thai is im* 
pofed on the reft of the Egyptians, and the citi- 
zens are equally zealous to preferve that imper- 
fe6i autocracy, which they have hitherto con- 
trived to maintain by fertility, of expedient, or 
occafional fubterfuge. 

In order to throw fome light upon the cha- 
ra6ter and fituation of the late government, Mr, 
Browne relates the following hiftorical anecdote. 
—In confequence of fome oppofition to the pub- 
lic raeafures of the rulers, Murad Bey, who had 
the jarifdi6tion of this diftri6t, fent a calhef to 
Alexandria, with an order to (hut up all the 
warchoufes appropriated to commercial con- 
cerns, and to arreft the perfon of Shech Moham- 
med el Mifliri, whofe eloquence and aftivity 
were equally known and dreaded by the gover- 
nors. On the arrival of the cafhef, the greater 
. part of the citizens aflembled in the principle 
mofque, where they unanimoufly agreed to re- 
torn him to his employer, and at the fame time 
to expel the fuperintendant of the cuftoms from 
the city, as they had long groaned beneath his 
. oppre/Hon without any redtefe ixovtv v.\v^\it^^ , \.q 
whom thev had repeaCed\y maAe iVi^w coovr 
J>laint. Tiiia refoiwiuoa was inwac^v^XaVj >?>^^.V« 
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force, and both parties were compelled fo depart 
the fame night, while orders were ilfacd out for 
the fortification of the city, and the inhabitants 
furnifhed themfelves with proper weapons of 
defence. In this fituation they continued for 
^bout a month, when they received intelligence 
of two caflbefs, who were arrived at Rofelta with 
a body of troops, which are commiflioned to 
chadife the Alexandrians for their contumaci- 
ous behaviour. A deputation was accordingly 
feat to Rofetta, in order to inform the cafhefs 
that the citizens were willing to receive them 
peaceably, if they came without any hottilc in- 
tention i but, if on the other hand, they expell- 
ed to reap any benefit from violent meafures, 
they would affuredly find themfelves oppofed by 
the coUeded force of all the inhabitants. 

On the arriv^ of the meflengers, however, 
they found that the pretended troops were mere- 
ly the domeftics of a perfon of quality, who had 
formerly filled the office of Yenktchery Aga, 
and who now accompanied the caihef that had 
been recently driven back. To the mefiage of 
the Alexandrians, the caihef replied, that ho 
had no other view but to fatisfy himfelf refpeA^ 
ing the loyalty of the citizens towards the go*- 
vernment, as Murad Bey had received the. news 
of their warlike preparations, and confequently 
feared that they were agitated by a fpirit of dif- 
afi^e6lion* After this declaration he remained 
about a fortnight with the citizens, who con- 
vinced him that they were in no (enfe intimi- 
dated at hh arrival, and ftuaW^ ^v^mv^^^ Vv^:^ 
with a fmall prcfent from therc\fe\Nt%, -a^^^ ^vi^ccv^ 
tri£e8 that were devoted tob\% \2k£€i\i^ v\i&^>^^^- 
pean rcGdcn U in the city , ^, 
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Mr. Browne, having obtained fome in fornica- 
tion at Alexandria, relative to the Tenaple of Ju- 
piter Amniion, refoWed, if poflible, to explore 
its curious remains, and therefore engaged a 
perfon to attend him, in quality of an inter- 
preter, and agreed with fome Arab traders for 
the conveyance of his baggage, and for a fafe 
conduft among the other tribes of their nation, 
who might be probably ftationed with their 
flocks along the coaft. 

With thefe precautions, and every requifite 
preparation, our author quitted the city, with 
his condudors, on the 24th of February, 1792, 
and made choice of the route that was neareft 
the fea, as being the fame that Alexander had 
chofen for the march of his foldiers j while the 
Arabs were equally pleafed, as it afforded an ex- 
uberant p^fturage for their cattle. During the 
firft day they merely proceeded about eight geo- 
graphical miles, in which fpace they discovered 
the foundations of feveral buildings; but, on 
account of the imperfedt ftate of the remains, 
it was impoflible to determine either on the 
purpofe for which, they were ereded, or whe- 
ther the archite6ture itfelf was ancient or mo- 
dern. 

Their route now lay along the coaft for about 

feven days, during which they feldom loft fight 

of the fea. After quitting the rocky foil of 

Alexandria, they entered upon one that was 

level, fmooth, and fandy, and occafionally fpot- 

ted with fraall patches of verdure, that ferved 

at once to relieve the eye from the difagreeable 

e^edt of the general fteriWVy, 2irv^ vo Y'^^v^ ^ 

timely refc^Okmcni to the palv^^X, \>\x\ tvx^wt^^ 

camels. 
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The provifions of the travellers con fi fled of 
feveral kinds of preferved meat, that is ufually 
prepared by the orientals, who undertake long 
journeys, and who obviate the inconveniency of 
fait provifion by the ufe of a clariiied butter, 
called mifhli, that is brought to Cairo, from 
Weftern Tartary^and will keep perfe6tly goodfof 
feveral years. For the horfes they were necefli- 
tated to carry a fupply of cut flraw and barley. 

In the places where they occa(iona)ly halted, 
were difcovered jerboas, tortoifes, lizards, and a 
few ferpents. On the thorny plants they ob- 
ferved a furprifing quantity of fnails, that are 
eaten with avidity by the Arabs. Wild rabbits 
were feen in the vicinity of the fprings, and the 
tracks of the oflrich and antelope were frequently 
found in the fands. Scarcely any birds were no^ 
ticed except a few of the marine kind, and a fmall 
hawk, that was killed by one of the travellers. 

Several fmall parties of Bedouin fhepberds 
were encamped on the road with their refpedive 
flocks, and regaled the European and his com- 
panions with new milk, dates, bread, 8:c. from a 
pure principle of hofpi^ality. One party, indeed, 
were rather contentious for a tribute on palling; 
but as their power was confidcrably inferior to 
th^t of the caravan, their demand was prudently 
relinquiOied. 

Having travelled about fix hours, on the 4th 
of March, they refrcflied the camels at a well 
that afforded an excellent fupply of water, and 
then, leaving the coaft, proceeded \u ti ^ow^^v- 
weftcri/ diredion till the 7lh, wVetv vVie^ xe^Oci- 
ed the village of Karct am e\ So^exx. 'l>wv% 
place, though independant, Vs vJttVcVvt^Vf V^v»^^* 
^adits inbahiUaia are cqviaUy teiaax>iA>a\^ ^T 
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their filth inefs and poverty. Some frefli water, 
fuel, and a fmall quantity of mutton, were, how- 
ever, procured by the travellers from the Sbeck 
el Bellad, whofe hofpitality was awakened by if 
well-timed diftribution of prefents. 

Refuming his journey, our author perceived 
that the country was finely embellifhed with 
date- trees, and tolerably fupplied with water fat 
about a mile and a half; the fcene was then 
changed, during a progrefs of five hours, to the 
lame kind of barren rocks and arid fands, that 
have already been defcribed ; and for more than 
eight hours afterwards he was employed in trti- 
verfi ng an exten five fandy plain, that was, in many 
places, completely covered with a pellicle of fait. 

On the evening of the Qih, the travellers ar- 
rived at a fmall, fertile fpot, denominated Siwa# 
that is encompaifed oh every fide by defert land. 
Here they proceeded through a grove of date- 
trees to th6 town, which gives a name to the 
diftri^:, and feated themfeives in a misjed, of 
oratory, adjoining the tomb of a reputed faint y 
till they were perceived by the chiefs, who then 
congratulated them upon. their fafe arrival, with- 
a mixture of gravity and fimplicity that is pecu- 
liar to the Arabs ; conduced them to an apart- 
ment) and prefented them with fome boiled 
meat and a large difh of rice. 

It is here proper to remiark, that the attend- 
ant of our author, knowing the implacable 
hatred of the Mahometan Arabs againft a Frank 
or European, had thought proper to introduco 
-A//77a5a Mamelukej but as their arrival hap- 
pened jaa before the bonr oi evex\\t\^ Y^^>ie.t, 
w'Ae/j the inhabitants ftria\y A\^^o^e tVtm^tXN^tr 
fp their devotion, andas Mr. ^ro^wtv^ ^^"^^ 
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doable to fpeak the Arabic language fo fluently 
3S was requifite to cover the deception, it was 
remarked that he did not join in prayer with 
iie congregation, and this naturally aroufed a- 
fafpicion, which obliged the interpreter to give 
I full and fatisfaSory explanation. Finding 
hat their gueft was a Chriftian, the (hechs were 
ipparently much fur pri fed at his having pene- 
rated fo far, with much diflSculty and expence, 
xrithout having any urgent buiinefs that might 
tccount for fo voluntary an expofurc of his per- 
"oD. They were, however, all inclined to par- 
Ion his temerity, on account of a valuable pre- 
fcDt which he had brought for their acceptance, 
except one of them, who, together with the po- 
>ulace, was greatly incenfed at the infolencc of 
)Ur author, who had prefumed to pcrfonate a 
bllower of their prophet, and had publicly ap- 
>eared in the drefs that was peculiar to the be- 
levers of the Koran. For fome time they de- 
:larcd that he (hould either return inftantly, or 
embrace the faith of Mahomet, or otherwife 
hey would affauU the place of his refidence. 
rhis fury, however, was gradually fubdued by 
he remonilrances of the more moderate 3 and, 
t the expiration of four days, he was permit- 
ed to walk abroad, and to examine the curl- 
»fities of the place without moletiation! 

Having provided himfelf with fome requifite 
nftruments, Mr. Browne fet out from his lodg- 
og, with his attendants, and proceeded for about 
wo miles, between fome plea fa nt gardens, to a 
mall building of undoubted atvlxcyvxxV^ > c?i^^^^svj 
he natives, " the Ruins, or ^itVi^" 'T\vv%\\V^'5^ 
U6ce, containing but one apatXraeiwV, vj^*^ c.^"^*: 

^Qi^. XXIII. ' G ^^ 
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which compofe the pyramids, and originall)r *^^ 
vered with lix foHd blocks that reached from ^^^ 
wall to the other. Its width was about fifteen 
feet, its height eighteen, and its length thirfp 
two. The principal entrance is by a gate, that 
is fituated at one end, and two doors open op- 
pofire to each other near the fame extremity. 
The other end is much dilapidated, but from a 
contemplation of various analogous circum- 
fiances, it is fufficiently evident that the build- 
ing has not fuffered any material diminution. 
There is not the lead reafon to imagine that any 
other edifice was formerly attached to it, but 
rather by the fculpture, which ftill remains on 
the exterior of the walls, fuch a fuppofition is 
utterly precluded. 

Three rows of emblematical figures, apparent- 
ly intended to reprefent a proceflion, were ob- 
ferved in the interior, where the figures of Ifis 
and Anubis are confpicuous, and the proportions 
are thofe of the Egyptian temples iri miniature ; 
the fpaces between them are filled with hiero- 
glyphic charaders. The foffit is alfo decorated 
in a fimilar manner ; but one of the ftones 
having fallen in, breaks the connexion. This 
curious place, fo worthy the atteation of a tra- 
veller, naturally induced Mr. Browne to make 
fame enquiries relative to its original ufe, or 
fuoh traditions as might probably have been 
handed down to pofterity refpeding itj but the 
natives appeared entirely ignorant of thsfc 
points, and merely aflferted, that they fuppofed 
Jt to contain hidden treafures, and to be the oc- 
ca/ional retreat of evil fplf'ils. 
From an examination of tVve cvxewm^^ciCTv' 
^/V^ H appeared that otlKJt buMxns^ VvK^\i^5 
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formerly erc6led at a fmall di fiance from the 
ruin : .fome hewn ftones were likewife obferved 
by our author. But they afforded no trace of 
fculpture to gratify his curipfity, nor could he 
fuppofe, from the nature of the adjacent rocks» 
which were a kind of fandy done, and extremely 
diflimilar to thofe of the fabric, that the ma- 
terials could ever have been prepared on the 
fpot. 

After fpending fome time in fearching for 
other ruins, which had been mentioned by the 
natives, but were, in reality, no dther than de- 
tached pieces of the rock, Mr. Browne returned 
.to the ihechs, who had kindly provided him a 
dinner, beneath the ihady branches that embeU 
lifhed their garden, where he cheerfully partook 
of their hofpitable fare, without the dread of 
nioledation or impertinent intrufion. 

Next day he was condu6ted to fon^e apart- 
ments in the rock which, though deftituteof or- 
nament or in fcripti on, have been hewn out with 
a confiderable degree of labour, and bear the 
appearance of places of fepulture, as feveral hu- 
man bones and parts of Ikulls were difcover- 
cd. Thefe melancholy relicks had all under- 
gone the a6tiox> of fire, b^t whether they were 
dcpofited in this manner by a people in the ha- 
bit of bnrrwng their dead, or whether they have 
been bnrnt in their detached ftate, by the pre- 
fent inhabitants, nlud be difBcult to determine; 
though the fiiic of the catacombs, which were 
twelve feet long, fix wide, and about ^il ^^^X 
high, ftem to yield a conv\nc\n^^xooi, >\\'aX^^'1 
were or/ginaJly defigned for vVie i^icc^Nlvotv. oi>i!^^ 
*>5 inap unmutilated ftaie. 
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A monument (o evidently Egyptian, being diW: — ^ 
covered in this remote quarter, induced ourtra.,^^ 
veller to hope, that foraething more confiderabl^^ 
might be found, if he proceeded farther. H^^ 
therefore endeavoured to procure fome intellt-^ 
gence from the Siwefc and the Arabs, as tin* ^ 
former have an equal communication with Egypt 
and Fezzan, and the latter traverfe the Defcrt 
in all diredions, and muft be confequently ac- 
<]uainted with every fpot, that was diftingaifli- 
^d, either hy its accommodations, fertility, or 
ancient ruins. They accordingly entered into 
converfation, with ther greatcft freedom, upoa 
the fubje^ of the roads, and readily defcribed 
every thing of note, which they had obferved in 
Elwah, Fezzan, and other places; but when 
cur author mentioned the iite of the famous 
temple of Jupiter Atnmon, they profefled them* 
felves entirely ignorant of any fuch remains, tior 
could they give the leaft account of another place 
which he alluded to, under the name of San- 
trieh ; they, however, told him of fome ruins to 
the weftward, but mingled their defcriptiott. 
with many ridiculous fables, and atfured him 
that he could not poflibly go thither, as the fpot 
was entirely furroun^cd with water, and there 
were no boats. 

From their account of this place, which they 
called Arafchie, he was fully convinced that 
it was not the Oafis* of Ammon; yet it wa« 
poflible, that fomethin^ might he there found 
that might eventually lead to a more important 
difcovery, and therefore he tefolved to proceed 
thither as fqon as pollible. 
* Oa/Is figDiRes a cultivated Ipot^ vYx^t U WxT^>Mv2wt\ 
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With this defigo, he agreed with two perfons, 
of the poorer clafs of the natives, to condud him 
to Arafcbie j and, provided the obje6fc of hi» 
iearch ihould not be found, they were to guide 
bim to the firft watering place, that ihould lie 
4ire6tly toward the fouth. He then employed 
binafelf in combating the difficulties that were 
fiarted, concerning his expedition, and on the 
]2lh of March, fet out with his attendants^ 
Irora the town of Siwa. 

The Oalis, which contains this town, is about 
£x miles long, and four and a half wide. A con- 
£derable quantity of rice is here cultivated, 
which, however, differs materially from that of 
the Delta, and the land produces a fufficiency 
of wheat for the confumption of the inhabit- 
:|Dts ^ a large portion of the Oa(is is richly em- 
bclliflied with date trees, olives, figs, pomegra-p 
nates, apricots and plantains, and the gardens 
are extremely beautiful. Of water, there is an 
abundant fopply, both fait and frefh ; but the 
generality of the fprings that furnifli the latter, 
are tepid, and fuch is the effed of the water, 
air, and other circumftances, upon ftrangers, 
that they are ufuajly afflided, on their arrival, 
with agues and malignant fevers. 

Though, during his journey from Alexandria* 
our author had been frequently annoyed by cold 
£howers,and much incommoded by a (harp wind, 
the heat was literally oppreflive at Siwa, not- 
witbQanding it was fo early in' the feafon. 

The government is vefted in four or five 

ihechs, who are commonly 4\'v\de^*\tv\^^'a.BLV3^%^ 

and, in reality, owe their advaIvce.\^^^^^^. ^^ ^^ 

parties which they are ab\e lo ioim ^t^^o^^'^'^ 

peoples canfequcntly, every tat^^^wtci o^ ^^^^^, 

C 3 
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utility is greatly retarded, and the prcfcrvation 
. of decorum is violated, on the flighted grounds, 
•when the hollilc families fire upon each other, 
from the houfes, or in the ftrcets, and many in«» 
dividuals retain the marks of reVenge upon their 
bodies, for the refidue of their lives. 

The (hechs perform the office of cadi, and 
have the entire adminidration of juttice; but, ci-* 
ther from their own debility, or want of refpeft 
in the people, the mod heinous crimes are frc- 
qfucntly committed with impunity. During Mr. 
Browne's refidence at this place, a new born in- 
fant was inhumanly murdered, by being throwa 
from the top of a houfe^ but as no means imme- 
diately offered to difcover the criminal, the mat- 
ter was dropped without farther invedigation. 

The completion of the natives is rather dark- 
er than that of^tti«^Egyptians, and their diale6l: 
different -, in the forrhation of thjeir perfons they 
approximate to the Arabs of the Dcjert. Their 
ufiial clothing confids of a white cotton fhirt, 
with large fleeves, a red Tunifine cap, and (lioe» 
of the fame colour. In fummer they wear a blue 
and white cloth upon the ftioulder, and in win- 
ter ihcy are defended from the cold by a fort of 
blanket. The lower clafs, however, feldom wear 
much more apparel than what is abfolutely re- 
quired by decency. 

Their houfehold furniture merely comprifes a 
few mats and fome earthern ware, of their own 
manufacture, except among the mod opulent,, 
who are poffeffed of copper utenfils. 

Their food confids of flat, unleavened cakes, 
Aa/f bnked } th in dieets of p^fte, iut^ \ri \V^ q?sV 
of the palm tree\ dates, m\\V;., t\cc, ^c-.. 'W^ 
cox]famption of animal food va n«7 u\^v^^^.^<i^ 
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are they commonly addided to the ufc of coffee 
or tobacco. Their favourite beverage, is the 
liquor drawn from the date tree, by thera deno- 
mioated, " date tree <water^' though in reality 
it pofrciTes the power of inebriating. 

Their fedt is that of Malik, their chief trade 
in dates, which they tranfport to Cairo and Alex- 
andria, and their domedic animals are the hairy 
iheep and goat of Egypt, with a fmall number of 
camels ^nd oxen. 

Quitting Siwa, where the ground in the neigh- 
bourhood is ufually covered with fait for many 
weeks after the rains, our traveller proceeded in 
quert of the ruins, at Arafchie, with his inter- 
prefer and fome attendants ; and, at thediftance 
of (ix miles, difcovered a fmall building, of the 
Doric order, that fcemed to have been originally 
deflgned for a temple, though no infcription was 
found to eftablifli fuch an opinion ; the materials 
were ordinary, confiding of calcareous ilones, 
but the proportions were evidently thofe pf the 
beft age of architedture. 

From hence he continued his journey for two 
days, without moleftation, though greatly alarm- 
ed at the expc£tation of fome hoftile tribes, who 
were faid to be in the neighbourhood, and, at 
the expiration of that time, they reached the 
place of their deftination, which was found to 
be an idand, in the midll of a fmall faline lake* 
in the vicinity of the plain of Gegabib. 

It appeared to contain an abundance of large, 

mifshapen flones ; but nothing was difcovered, 

that could be juftly denominated Tv\\t\^\ ^x^^ ^"^^ 

h inSeed prohfabh, that any f ucVi AVvow\d\ie. "iwxxA. 

In B place, that, was lotaWy dc^awV^ ^^^"^^ 

and frcOx water. Mr. Btowue, \kO>N^NC,x> ^ 
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aDxious to fatisfy bis curio(i(y more fully, hy 
approaching thefe pretended remains of anti- 
quity, and accordingly forced bis borfe into the 
lake; but the animal was unable to keep his 
head above water, and terminated the obferva- 
tions of his rider, by throwing him, before he 
reached the ifland. * 

Having detached himfelf from his borfe, 
(which fo unfortunately ftumbled at the com« 
mencement of the lake), and regained the dry 
land, our author now proceeded in a foatherly 
diredion, according to the agreement made with 
bis guides; but finding, at the expiration of the 
third day, that this purfuit was equally fruitlefk 
with the former, he fubmitted to the importu- 
nity of the Arabs, who firongly advifed him fo 
return, as they had remained a Whole night, 
without any fupply of water,' and, on the 2d of 
April, he ari'ived without any new occurrence at 
the city of Alexandria. 

As Mr. Browne had been greatly indifpofed 
with a fever and dyfcntery, that a|)parently pro- 
ceeded from the ufe of brack iAi water, in his 
weftern journey, he now devoted a month to 
neceffary repofe and refrefliment, after which, 
be prepared for his departure, with all poffible 
alacrity, and on the l(t of May fetout towards 
Rofetta. 

After a progrefs of about four hours on horfe- 
back, he reached the village Aboukir, confiding 
of few inhabitants, though built in the vicinity 
of a fmall port, that is furnilhed with a fortrefs, 
where a tforbaflii reiides, with fome foldiers, 
/rnd colle6ts a toll from IraveWct^, ^V\o ViiiN^ oc- 
ca/7^/i to firofs the neigbboutm^iwiY. 
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At the di fiance of two miles from Abdukir, arc 
the ruins of an ancient town, on the fea fide, 
that are partly under water. The remains of a 
few columns are likewife vifible. " This/' fayj 
our author, *\ is what has been remarked^ as the 
Taporifis Parva of antiquity." 

From hence, he proceeded along the latter 
part of the road, which is marked with (hort 
columns of burned brick, at certain diftances, to 
Rofetta, where he arrived, after a journey of 
eight hours and a half, exclufively of the time 
takeo up in crofling two ferries. 

This city, which is unprrovided with either 
walls or fortrefs, is built in an oblong, irregu- 
lar form : its population, comprifin-g natives, 
Franks, and Greeks, is confiderable ; its princi* 
pal commerce*, the carrying trade, between: 
Cairo and Alexandria J and its government veft- 
ed in a fubordinate officer, appointed by Murad 
Be}*, to whom the jurifdidion of the diflrid ap- 
pertains. 

The inhabitants are here efteemed more peace-* 
able and courteous to ft rangers, than thofe of 
Alexandria or Cairo; and many learned men 
are fouhd among them, who are well ikilled in 
Mahometan theol(^y and cafuiftry, and whode-, 
vote the greateft part of their time to fmoking 
and coQverfing,'on the banks of their refpe6tive 
gardens. 

The circumjacent country is equally fertile 
and enchanting, and Mr. Browne ex prcflfes him- 
felf agreeably affedted with the con tern platioa 
of the verdant rice fields, iVie ot«ki\^<fc ^x^s^^,^-^^ 
the {bad/ date trees, that fotm ^ c\i«L\vKvvv5|^^^'^- 

* There is a cotton tnanuVaauTC ix.^Q^^^^^^^^'^'^^^'^ 
mui£n€d entirely td home conCurw^UOTU ^3 
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trad to the mofqucs and tombs, while the r^^. 
jettic Nile, after fertilizing fo long a trad, /g- 
ludantiy mingles with the waters of the oceax?. 

Some few remains of antiquity are found in 
the neighbourhood of Rofetta, though the city 
itfelf is modern. At the diliance of two miles» 
the caftle of Abu Mandtir ftands in a very pic- 
turefque fituation, where columns are frequent- 
ly dug up. 

Navigation is rendered extremely dangerous , 
below the city, on account of a bar which runs 
acrofs the mouth of the Nile, and obliges the in- 
habitants to remove their goods, from the boats 
of Cairo, to others of a different conftrudioti, 
before they can proceed to Alexandria; yet, not- 
withftanding every precaution, the merchandife 
frequently receives much damage, by the boats 
ftriking on the banks of the river, when they 
are commonly overfet and funk. 

As our author happened to arrive in the month 
Ramadan, when the place is remarkably cheer- 
ful, he found fufficient entertainment, in Rofetta 
and its inhabitants, to detain him five days | 
when, finding it impradicable to purfue his in- 
tended route by land, he embarked with a view 
of proceeding to Terane, and failed with a fair 
wind to the canal of Mendf, where the water 
leaves the main channel, and flows through the 
canal, which approximates to the courfe of the 
river above the Delta. An unbounded plain 
here ftrikes the eye of the traveller, on each 
fide of the water, and the numerous villages, 
ere6ted on the banks, are apparently very popu« 
lous, and furrounded with excellent land. The 
peafants are in reality extremely rich in cattle» 
^nd make a confiderable advanlagt oi vVf^lt^ 
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qnent return of pafTcngers, in their boats, yet, 
under the abufe^ of government, they find it 
indifpenfibly ncceflary to wear the appearance 
of poverty. 

Having taken a fmall boat at Menlif, Mr. 
Browne now proceeded to Terane, which he 
i)cifely /cached in fix hours, after counting more 
than a hundred difierent towns and villages, both 
on ihe eadern and weftern fides of the Nile, dur- 
ing his paiTage from Rofetta. One of thefe, which 
vas apparently the moft confiderable on the 
eaft, was Fue, a place once very eminent for 
its commerce, though now .diminiihed, in fize 
and population ; and Deirdt was the larged 
town on the weft, as Demenhur, which is more 
populous, was not vifible from the river. 

The town of Terane is fituated on the left of 
the moft weftern mouth of the Nile, at a fmall 
di'ftance from, the river. Its latitude is 30 deg, 
24 min. Its buildings chiefty confift of unburn^ 
cd brick, but tfiere are likewife fome of ftone; 
and its government and revenue, with that of 
the whole diftri6t, containing feveral villages, is 
tifually entrufted to one of the cafhefs belong-, 
ing to Murad Bey. At the time of our author's 
vifit, however, it was in fhe hands of a Vene- 
tian merchant, named Carlo Rofletti, who had 
been recently appointed conful general of the 
Emperor of Germany. 

This gentleman, obferving an increaftng de- 
niand in Europe, for the produdion called Na- 
tron, which abounds in the lakes, at a fmall dif- 
tance from Terane, fuppofed \Vv?i\. ?^\\ \twccv^\N.^ 
revepae might be raifcd, by obX.a\tvvtv^%vi ^^^vi.- 
fjve right, for the co\lcQ.ioti axxOi cy^v^^iV^vv^'^ ^^ 
ilils srticJc. . 
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As the natron had never proved of any advaa^ 
tage to the beys, and as Rofletti had great inte- 
reft with Murad bey, his propofals were a€ce{)t« 
cd on the bulinefs, and he procured an authori- 
ty over the diftrid of Terane, nearly equivalent 
to that exercifed in former tisiies by the ca(he(s^ 
He accordingly fcnt his nephew thither, to relide 
in quality of his deputy ; but the difpofition o£ 
this young man was ill adapted to martial exer* 
ftifes, and the government of a people. With 
whom fear and obedience were nearly fyndni* 
rnous terms. His Sclavonian foldiers were like* 
wife inadequate to the protedion of the little 
parties, fent to fetch the natron, and Rofletti 
foon afterwards, fold a large {hare in the grant, 
which proved unequal to his fanguine expedai^ 
lions. 

On Mr. Browne's arrival at Terane, he wat 
politely received by Src, Ferrari, the nephew o£ 
Rofletti, to whom he had been recommended, 
and who now kindly invited him to refide at hi» 
houfe, during his ftay, afluring him, at the fame 
time, of his friendrfiip and afliftance, in whatr 
evftr he might chufe to undertake. 

One entire day was now devoted, by our aa- 
thor, to a ramble over that part of the Delta, 
which is oppofite the town, and indicates the 
iite of ancient flru6tures, by many columns and 
other confiderable remains. No infcriptions» 
however,, were found, nor any thing that de- 
ferves a particular, relation. 

Rofletti, whofe houfe was enlivened by a neat 

garden, well flocked with ufeful plants, and 

JineJy e/nbelJi/hed with ftu\l UGes> V\2kd ^\l€.iKv\^t- 

ed fome improvements in tbe ^viSauTXi^, V>^ ^^wv 

^^g trees, &c. but the la^Vives viexe. ^o i^x i^o^ 
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fecoading his laudable defign, that they refufed 
to water the trees, and feemed to think their 
forbearance remarkable, in permitting them to 
reaiain without injury. Ft:om this mode of 
condud, our author is inclined to fuppofe, that 
the.y bad fome fecret fufpicions, that were unex- 
plained, or difcontent at the appearance of no^ 
velty, which they might regard as the harbinger 
of evil ', as the orientals are in general extreme^ 
ly partial to trees and Ti^ater, and confequently 
would not a6t in fo Grange a manner^ without 
fome private diftruil. 

A party of Arabs being appointed to fetch 
patron from the lake, on the enfuing evening 
after Mr, Browne's arrival, Sre, Ferrari ordered 
' five Sclavonians to accompany him, who accord* 
ingly commenced their journey, about nino 
o'clock at nighty and proceeded in a weftern di'* ' 
rei^ion, till the next morning, when they ob» 
tained a feafqpable refrefhment, at a fpring of 
Creib water, that rifes amqng fome ru(hes, in 
the vicinity of the lakes. 

Tbe eafiern extremity of the weftern* lake 
wa& found to lie in 30 deg. 31 min. north lati- 
tude : its. form was extremely irregular ^ the co- 
lour of the water an imperfed red ; and the hot- 
tom» where vifible, appeared as if it was covered 
with blood : in one part, where the water was 
greatly agitated by a fpring, its depth was far 
greater than the height of our author, but the 
general depth was about three feet, and the 
more (hallow parts were encrufted with fait to 
tjie tbicknefs of near fix inches. 

♦ There is no material difference \itX.vjtttv Ow. ^«.^«t'^ 
^d eafiern lake, either in fwc, coVoux^ox ^xQ^^JfiC\o^^^• 

.VOL.XXUI. I> '^'^ 
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The furrounding foil was a coarfe fand, gi- 
Its farface feemed to partake of the chara6lb<?r^ 
natron, which is ufualhy found in the lake, ^boi 
the thicknefs of a cubit, or common* pike. I ^ 
all the fpecimens that were (hown to our trave'J^ 
ler, he deteded much alkali, but he was unab^ 
then to make fuch an analyfis, as might bav^ ^ 
proved interefting to the public. At a fma^t^ 
diftance from the lake, natron is frequently 
found near the furface of a mountain, that 
feems to approximate to the natron of Barbaryi 
and is of a lighter coloui: than the former. 

In the vicinity of the lake, which is about a 
mile broad and four miles long, the country is 
deftitute of water, and confequently barren. 
Some veftiges of buildings arc found, that were \ 
apparently defigned for convents, and three of \ 
thefe edifices ftill remain entire, and yield a { 
peaceful abode to a few religious, of the Coptic • 
church. I 

Two of thefe convents, viz. that of St. George \ 
and that denominated the Syrian, were viiited \ 
by our author in this excurfion, who found the j 
buildings firm and fubftantial, though extremely \ 
ancient 5 the furniture fimple 5 and the inhabi- , ! 
tants equally harmlefs and hofpitable. 

The entrance to each convent is by a fmall 
trap door, fecured within by two great mill- 
ftoncs ; the manners of the monaftics are perfe6k- 
ly confonant to the primitive ages, as their chief 
food is coarfe bread and vegetables, and their 
ufual beverage water, that is drawn from an ex- 
cellent well within their own walls 3 they arc 

* The pike of Cairo is e^ual ia Itn^ to eighteen 
j'ncJjcg, 
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their own menials and artificers, and their chief 
amufement conlids in a ffnall garden, that ferves 
at once to refreih their fpirits and fupply their 
■ tables. Oh Mr. Browne^s entrance, one of the 
fuperiors was difcovered in the ad of mending 
his fhoes, apparently regardlefs of theological 
controverfy. The other attempted to prove to 
his gued the Eutychian tenet of monothelifmy 
and was highly gratified, when our author ex- 
preffed himfelf fully perfuaded by his arguments. 

On Mr. Browne's enquiring for manufcripts, 
be was informed, that the monks were polfefied 
of near eight hundred volumes, but he only 
faw an Arabo Coptic Lexicon, with a few other 
books in the Coptic, Syriac, and Arabic lan- 
guages. 

Having fpent near three days in the contem* 
.plation of the lakes and the adjacent buildings, 
the attendants of our traveller began to grow 
impatient, and he was neceilitated to return to 
Terane, from whence he reimbarked in a fmall 
boat, after a Ihort interval, and on the l6th of 
May arrived fafely at Grand Cairo. 

This city is fituated on the eaU of the Nile» 
which devolves its majeftic flood at a fmall dif- 
tance; but the fuburbs, viz. Mifr el Attike and 
Bulak, or the port, form two points of contaft 
with t^e river. To the eaft and fouth-eaft of 
the city is a ridge of that extenfive chain, which 
accompanies the Nile to Upper Egypt, forae- 
times receding to the diftance of three miles, 
and at other places oppofing its barrier to ^\\^ 
progrefs of the flream. T^Vi^ tvoTN^tkWcxji ^^^X'^ 
bounded by an extenfive p\3\u, Vti^X ^^^^;i ^^* 
fembles the Delta, in the nalvxTti oi \V.^ ^w. ^^^ 
produOions. ^^^^ 
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I Though a European traveller muft c^^ 

i find himfelf difgufted with a view of th^ i 

tian capital, as compared with the cities o/ 

own country, it is confidered by the native! 

the raoft magnificent place under the canop] 

heaven,and is emphatically ftyled *'thematch 

city, the mother of the world." It is, howr 

j bat juflice to remark, that the extreme nam 

I nets of the ftreets, which, to a ftranger muft 

;| penr contemptible, is indifpenfibly necelfar) 

j jhieid the inhabitants from the fierce effulge 

j of the meridian fun, and confequently muft 

:| ibrd them a greater degree of pleafure, ti 

I I hey could poflibly receive from any arcbitedi 

prof|)e6t. 

The length of the city, from north to foi 
m^y be elUmated at about three thoufand 1 
hundred yards. This, however, greatly exec 
the dimenlions from call to weft. The prii 
pal iireet runs in a parallel line with the C 
iige*. The houfes are, in general, fubflan 
and commodious, built of ftone, two or it 
ilories high, with flat roofs and latticed \i 
dows ', the ground floor, being ufually appro] 
ated to the purpofe of a fhop, has no wind< 
i towards the ftrcet. 

The habitations of the rich are chiefly erei 
near a pool, called Birket el Fil, that recei 
the waters of the Nile from another part of 
cityj but the houfes of European refidents 

* The Chalifje, which pierces the city from nortl 

fmith, is a public receptacle for all kind of nuifi^n 

Previous to the rife ol the Nile, it is cleaned, and 

tomrs a ftrcet; but, when filled by the increafe of 

river, it a/Tumcd tlic appcaT^uce ol « c^sv^\> ^ud U covj 
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all fituated on the Cbalige, and are confequentl/ 
tendered extremely difagreeable by the noxioui 
effluvium, that is commonly fuppofed to operate 
i;i producing the peftilencc. 
. The palace of a bey conlifls of a fquare court, 
fornifhed with apartments for bis Mamelukes ; 
a harem for the women, and rooms for himfelf j 
one of which, viz. that where he ufually fits in 
fummer, is rendered ytry pleafant by a curious 
contrivance in the roof, by which a copious fup- 
ply of frefh air may be obtained at pleafure. 
The apartments of the mtn are fitted up with 
equal neatnefs and fimpHcity, but thofe of tbei 
females are embellifhed with the moil codly and 
iplendid ornaments. 

For the reception of wholefale goods, there are 
Q>aciou8, clean, and commodious warehoufes; 
and retail dealers are accommodated with ex- 
tenfive buildings, for their various commodities^ 
in every part of the city. Each trade, however^ 
^as its particular and allotted divifion. 

Convenient markets are alfo eftabliQied in 
every quarter, dnd cofifee-houfes are equally nu- 
iperous, where the inhabitants generally devote 
the greatcft part of |he day to fmpking 30d coa- 
verfatjon. 

. Of the mofques, which are computed at more 
than three hundred, that called Jamn^a el Az^ 
her*, is the mod magnificent, being ornamented 
with marble pillars and Perfian carpets. A 
number of perfons, diftinguilhed for their know- 
ledge of literal Arabic, and a profound {kill in 

• The JamacI Azhcr is a cViw\U\At tSwJcX\^xciRx>x% 
ffom which fomc thoufands of itvAKiyita tttXt^^'^N^v '*>^«' 
fupplied wiiJi broth and other aiudc*. 
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theology, are fqpported by its revenue, uiifj^^^ 
ihech, who is an ecclefiaftic of the higheft Ck^^gf 
It is enriched with a large collection of nxana 
fcripts, and ledures are read on various fuhjedm 
that are called yr/V^/^/ff, at Cairo, though in rea^^ 
lity they are the very reverfe of that appellation ^ 
The other raofques, that are naoft celebrated, ar^^ 
that of Ghouri el Haffanein, and that of Ma ^ 
hammed Bey Abudhahab. The latter is con- , 
llrudled of the richeft materials, and is accounted i 
a chef d*cEUvre of eadern magnificence. 

The mint, which is the only one for Egypt, is 
within the walls of the caftle, built by the cclc- , 
bra ted Yuffuf Abu Moddafar Ibu Aiiib, who, in 
the (ixth century of Mahommedifm, bore the ho-» 
Horary title of Salaheddin. Previous to the inven- 
tion of artillery, itwas eftecmed of great ftrcngtb, 
though now entirely incapable of defence. Tb© 
building, including the quarters of the Ja- 
nizaries, and thofe of the Aflabs, who are now 
extindl:, occupies a confiderable fpace. It is, 
however, extremely irregular, and the apart- 
ments of the pafha are equally deftitute of ele- 
gance and convenience. The well is of a great 
depth, and muft certainly h?jre coft a profufion 
of toil in its formation, as it is hewn through a 
folid rock. The remains of Salah Eddin's pa- 
lace are well deferving of the traveller's admi- 
ration, whofe curiofity may be pleafantly grati- 
fied with an examination of a long apartment, 
that commands a capital view of the city, the 
Nile, and the adjacent country 3 feveral mag« 
iiificent columns, that ftill refift the del^roy- 
ing power of time ; and a chamber, appro- 
pr'iQted to the fabrication of an embroidered 
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annually devoted to the ufe of the Kaba, 
5 munificence of the Porte, 
the vicinity of this callle is a mofque^ of 
architedure, that contains the tomb of the 
I Shafci, whither the women crowd on the 
metan fabbath, to procure fubftitutes^ who 
'ifit the fepulchres of their dcceafed rela- 
while their own time is more agreeably 
»yed with the young gallants of the city, 
the north-eaft of the city are fome large 
3 and gardens, the property of the higher 
who occafionally divert themfelves in thefe 
ts, which are confiderably enlivened by an 
fpace, where the Mamelukes exercife theif 
, and perform their military evolutions. 
e ea(l is obfervable a continued feries of 
, that flands beneath a naked mountain^ 
lite fand and calcareous Rone, 
; city is likewife furniflied with feveral 
paces, among which is the Romeili, where 
)f juggling are ufually performed, by per- 
^ho pretend to numerous kinds of magio. . 
rails are entirely fallen to decay, but the 
are numerous, and two of them in parti- 
prefent a ftranger with a rich difplay of 
inic architedure. 

J population of Cairo, including Arabs, 
I Chridians, Mamelukes, Greeks, Syrians, 
rmenians, with a few Jews, and reiident^ 
various nations, may be ef^imated at three 
5d thoufand fouls. Mr. Browne fuppofcs 
gypt may contain two millions and a halfj 
3, from a flight examination of an Egyp- ' 
>wn or city, a (Granger would be led to 
this aifertion. It is, however, a\«elY ti«f- 
to remark; that a Urge pio^Qivv^n ^ >>cv^ 



32 BROWNB*S TRAVELS 

people find their only fafcty from an oppreffin 
government, in the deepeft obl'curity, and con 
fequently fubmit to every inconvenience will 
cheerful nefs, rather than acknowledge them 
fclves the inmates of any viiible dwelling. 

The Arab?, or lower clafs of Mahometan: 
form the body of the people, and pride them 
felves greatly upon their origin. The Copt 
or ancient inhabitants, have a pecnliarity c 
feature conhmon to all of them, and highl 
interefting to. an obfervant fpedator. Thei 
hair is dark, and frequently curled ; their con 
plexion i.t a duiky brown ; their nofes aquilin< 
their eyes blacky and the form of their vifag 
approximating to that which is feen in the at 
cient datues, mummies, and paintings. Thei 
religion is a compound of the Monothelite h( 
refy, the moft glaring errors of the Romi' 
church, and feveral abfurdities of Mabom( 
With the former, they believe in the foleJy divi 
nature of the Redeemer, 'and the proceffion 
the Holy Ghoft from the Father alone; with 
Catholics, they embrace tranfubC^antiation ; 
with the believers of the Koran, they make 
of frequent prodrations in their woriliip, pu 
individual prayer, private ablutions, &c. 

Their language may now be confidered af 
tinft, though the epiftle and gofpel is uf 
read in Coptic, at their monafteries. The [ 
fays our author, is a mere parrot, repeat 
dead letter in t"his part of the fervice ; the 
crs are read in Arabic. Some Coptic 
fcripts are, however, found in the conven 
in all probability, the patriarch would 
any curious perfon to examine and tra 
them, 

\ 
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Melancholic in their temperament, but acute 
and induflrious, the Copts accumulate money 
with equal fteadinefs and privacy. They are 
generally well inftru6ted in penmanihip and ac- 
counts, and may*, upon the whole, be termed an 
ingenious people. An imprudent ufe of their 
diftilled liquor may be reckoned among their 
failings, and may probably ferve to eftablifh the 
charge of licentioufnefs, which is brought again ft 
them by our traveller. Refpeding their faith, 
they are perfed zealots, and their ecclefiaftict 
are extremely numerous. 

The Mamelukes, whofe number is e()imated 
by Mr. Browne at near twelve thoufand, are 
nlilitary Haves, imported from Giagia, Circa(I]a« 
and Mingrelia; befides others, who are taken 
captive in battle, or brought to Egypt by pri- 
vate merchants, on fpeculation. Particular at- 
tention is paid to thefe perfons, who are care- 
fully inftruded in every ^xercife of ftrength or 
aginty^ and who ufually repay the kindnefs of 
their mafters with the warmeft gratitude and 
moft valiant fervices. Thofe-^ho have a genius 
for literature, are taught to read and write, but 
the majority of them are deficient in thofe par- 
ticulars; among whom, our author remarks, is 
Murad Bey himfelf. 

The inferior Mamelukes coriftantly wear the 
military drefs, which is diftinguifhed from that 
of other Mahometan ckizens, by a pair of large 
crimfon drawers, of thick Venetian cloth, at- 
tached to their flippers of red leather j and a 
green i(h cap, of a pecuV\2LT iowicv, ^vc^^x'ixi^'i 
decorated with a turban. TVvd\ \i^>^^ ^^^mv 
jire, a pair of piftols, a dftg^^i , «iti^ ^l^^a^^ % ^?^'V 
when engaged in batUe, lYxey at^lw^\^^^^;^^ 
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a brace of large horfe piftol8> anil a battle-axe: 
tbey alfo wear an open belmet, and a fait ol 
armour, confiiiing of interwoven links of fteel: 
under their drefs. Their horfes are of the tfncfl 
Arabian breeds, and are frequently bought a* 
the rate of 1501. or 2CX)1. fierling. 

As they are fupplied with provifions by thcii 
tnaders^ they have no flipulated pay ; yet, fron 
prefents, rewards, and extortions, they contrivi 
to raife a fufficient fupply of money, either fo 
avarice, or debauchery. Gay and volatile ii 
their difpolitions, they are commonly unpria 
cipled in their means of acquiring pleafure, an* 
are regarded by the Arabs as carelefs obferver 
of the injundions of their prophet. With re 
fpe6k to their courage, equeftrian fkill, extrem 
hardihood, and admirable ufe of the fabre. the 
certainly rank high among the beft onenta 
troops ; but in a regular battle, conduced b 
manoeuvres and rapid movements, they are cone 
pletely eclipfed by the military of Europe. 

The government of Cairo, and of Egypt i 
general, is in the hands of twenty-four beyi 
each of whom is chofen from among the Ms 
inelukes, by the remaining twenty-three, thoug 
in fa6t, fuch an eledion is always determined b 
the appointment of the mod powerful. Befidf 
their dominion over certain diftrids of Egyp 
feveral of the beys receive other dignities froi 
the Porte, to which are attached revenues, i 
detined, and frequently abufed ; fuch as thofe < 
the governor of the city, the accountant-gene 
ral, the leader of the facred caravan, and th 
governor of Upper Egypt. 

Each of the other beys fills all the offices i 
his diHrid with his own iVa.Ne,%> \j\io ^\«.Yi«.cft 
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iitat^d to render an account of the receipts, which 
partly ferve to fill the coffers of their employers. 
Mr. Browne fuppofes that an opulent bey may 
have an annual revenue of from 30,000 to 
50,0001. ; that of Murad Bey is more than dou* 
blc. The revenue of the inferior beys is com- 
puted at I5,000l. per annum. 

An officer, called the mulla, who is annually 
appointed from Conftantinople, is polTeffed of 
the chief judicial authority at Cairo, who, how- 
ever, feldom a6ts but in cafes of doubt and difH<* 
culty. There are likewife cadis in all the dif- 
trids, whofe revenue arifes from a tenth of the 
value of whatever is litigated before them 3 
** their decifions," fays our traveller, " are always 
fpccdy, but too often fwayed by the omnipotent 
influence of gold." 

The Shech el Bikkeri, having command over 
the fhcreefs, is an officer of great refpe6t. There 
are likewife imams, or priefts, of the four fe6ts, 
who have each the entire dire6tion of their ad- 
herents 3^ and there are other exclufive jurifdic- 
tions, which, however, are not fufficiently im- 
portant to intereii the attention of our readers. 

On cafes of equity, each bey fits in judgment^ 
when, notwithftanding their ufual impetuoiity^ 
they difplay a confiderable degree of acutenefs 
and knowledge of charaders. From the cafhefs, 
or lieutenants over the towns and villages, who 
are commonly noticed for their ignorance, an 
appeal lies to the bey, who determines the cauie, 
and ufually employs a Copt to adjuft their ac- 
counts of the revenues. 

Among the confiderable (o\3ltcc% ol Te^^xN^s^ 
that appertain to Egypt are,l\\euccVi^v> o\\«.w^ 
<^ incrckandik imported iuto Ovc conx\j.vx v> v^ 
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charage, or impo(^> on the prodadtion of landi^ 
and the jizie, or capitation tax^ exaded from 
the unbelievers, as a falvage for their perfons, 
which, according to the precepts of Mahomet> 
the Muflulraen are not otherwife bound to fpare. 

The chief local tribute is a tax upon land, 
of from fix (hillings to fix and eight pence, on 
every acre through the country, which yields 
the fum of 420,0001. 5 yet fuch is the rapacity 
of the beys, that they will frequently infill on 
" receiving fifteen or eighteen fhillings per acre, 
which at once raifes this branch of the revenue 
to more than a million and a quarter. 

Owing to the rebellious difpofitio^ of the 
Copts in Upper Egypt, an exemption, in favour 
of Coptic officers and ecclefiafiics; and the tax- 
ation of the Greeks and Armenians in other 
places, the jizie is much lefs confiderable in 
Egypt than might be fuppofed. The remaining 
part of the revenue is made up of forfeitures, 
imall impofts, tolls on paflTing the Nile, and fe- 
veral, parts of the interior ; and a continued 
plunder of all ranks and denominations. Pub- 
lic baths, and places appointed for the fale ot 
brandy, pay fomething to the government, and 
the article of fait bears a low impoH on eQf 
tering Cairo or Afliiat. 1 

Thefe articles form colle6lively the miri, or 
public revenue, of which 60,000l. fliould be ah- 
nually fent to Confiantinople, but is ufually kept • 
by the beys for the nominal reparation of mofqueS 
and other public buildings. 

Tht pafha, whofe power has been nearly an* 
nibilated by the intriguea atvd arckbvVlou ot the 1 
beys, receives, for bis wVioVe fc:R.^w\ct'&» \\v^i^«sfii 
^2^01. per day. HU eCxab\vttx^wiV» \x^^ts«iV 
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it fo'large^ that this is not accounted a rich pa* 
ibalik. 

' Marad Bey r^darfy draws five hundred half 
mahb&bs daily from the mint, for his pocket ex- 

Cces> and his wife is accufiomed to receive the 
le; which>rat the rate of five ihillings the mah- 
Ii6df amounts to 12^1. fierling» which is but an 
inconfiderable part of his dilburfements. 

A chief part of the lands in Egypt may be 
coofidered as divided between the government 
«nd the religious bodies, who perform the fer- 
vice of the mofques, and who have received their 
pofieflions either from the munificence of princes 
or the determination of individuals, who were 
anxious for the benefit of their pofierity. 

As the government claims a right to inherit* 
ance^ and the fines paid, on readmiflion are lite- 
rally ruinous> perfons who have landed property 
frequently make an appropriation to a mofqne, 
when the lands become part of the wakf * of 
that eflabli(hment, and the claim of government 
if fuperieded. Tlie appropriator, at the fame 
time> takes fuch precaution, that his next heirs, 
or trufieeson their behalf, ihall regularly receive 
the rents, while any lineal defcendant of the fa- 
mily Ihall exift, by paying.a fmall proportion of 
their income to the ecclenafiic adminiftrators. 

A tenant of land fddom holds more than he 
and his family can properly cultivate; he is, 
however, by no means attached to the foil upon 
principles of villanage, but is always at liberty 
to remove to any other farm that may appear 

• Wakf iia term thzt fignifies the ap"ptoi^ivaXA^ti o\^\«ii- 
j^ty In fucb m wav, that the propTletoT*& tvjiJcvX.^^ «>^* 
t/nue, but the pro&t /hall bclone to lomc cYiWX^JoX^ ^"^^"^ 
fJifhment. 

yoL. XXIII. ^ -totNx* 



38 B«OWNB*ft TBATBLS 

better fuited for his pnrpoie. - Sometiases/how# 
ever^ families are coDDeded with a parJticalBr 
fpot for a confiderable liengt^i of timeu. Mr. 
Browne affirms^ that he has met with perfoos of 
this defcriptioQ in the vicinity of Affitit, whok 
anceftorsy of the £fth remove, had reifided io liie 
fame habitation. '' I ufed/' faid one of tJboM^ 
(a very old man) '^ to fmoke tobacco^ bnt it ooft 
me nearly a para* a day, and times are now 
growing fo bad, that I am contented with a jdry 
reed, till the mailer free me from thefe tobarr 
raifments. 

The city of Cairo is fnrniihed with a homber 
of large and fnmptuous refervoirs, io different 
parts, where water is given to travellers. £!&- 
gant aiid convenient . baths are alfo extremely 
numerous, where the mttendants are dexterous, 
and the charges ver^ reafonable. 

With refpeA to the majeftic river of the Nile, 
from which the houfcs are fupplied with water^ 
and the adjacent lands are fertilized, its greateft 
breadth may be computed at two thoufand feet ; 
.its motion is extremely flow, and its water al- 
ways fo muddy, that the natives or Cairo are 
obliged to put it into jars, previoufly rubbed 6n 
the inlide with a compofition of bitter almonds, , 
before they can make ufe of it. Its rife feems 
much the fame as in the mod ancient times, viz. 
twenty-four feet in perpendicular height. The 
medium increafe is about four inches a day, and 
always continues from the end of June till the 
beginning of September, when it gradually fub- 
/jdus till the following folftice. It abounds with 

*<4 para SM M fmaJ] coppief coia>Mia&ucd VviV ^\\hw^wv^ 



m gffcat Tarietf of £A, the teft of wliich is 
caiied the buhi/fofiietfain^ refembliog the white 
trcnt, but freqo^tly atfiioiog Xach a fize as to 
weigh fifty poands. £x€lufive of large and ex* 
eeilent eels: none of the fi(h have an exad re- 
Ittiitiblance to thofe of Eorope. ' 

Acnong feveritl kinds of water fowl that fre- 
quent this rirer^ may be noticed a large fowU 
called the Tnrkey goofe» whofe flefli forms an 
aereeable and falubrious article of food. The 
crocodiles are a(>parently reduced in number* 
and feem to be chiefly confined to the difiri^ 
abore Affintt where bathers are fometimes at- 
tacked and cruelly mutilated by thofe un^Heldy 
miimals. The other firiking and ancient fea- 
tures of the Nile are^ the rafts of belafies, or 
lar|;e jars, that are ufed for carrying water; 
fmali rafts of g^oordsE, on which an individual 
coaduds hiikifelf with a ludicrous dignity acrofs 
the fiream -, and divers^ tirho, by concealing their 
iveads in putapkins, approach the unfufpeding 
water-fowl, and feize them by their legs. Re- 
ipe£ting the hippopotamus^ which is faid to 
•bound in Nubia; Mr. Browne never faw or 
heard of any in Bgypt. 

From Cairo to Affdan, a difiance of near three 
hundred and fixty miles, the banks of the river, 
exclufive of occailonal rocks, refemble a fuccef- 
fioD of fleps, and are clothed with all forts of 
ifeiculent vegetables, among which that ufeful 
plant, the bamea, is predominant. It ufually 
grows to the height of three feet ; its leaves are 
fimilar to thofe of a currant buih, and It ^xt^- 

AacG0 oblong aculcated pods, th&\.\ciU^^ti^^^^-^ 

Mbie ifjronr to the repaft. 
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Of the Saracenic flradiare on the ifland Ron- 
da, which has been repeatedly defcribed by £a« 
ropeans, as containing the mokkiasi or Nilome- 
ter, our author obferves, that its graduation it 
confined and imperfed^ and ihould never be de- 
pended on ; and during the Nile's increafe* the 
criers are fuborned to make fnch a report as is 
agreeable to the will of government ; wherefore, 
thofe who wiih to inform themfelves corre^y 
as to the increafe of the river, (hould make their 
obfervation on fome fmooth furface, that is wa(h« 
ed by the Nile, and perpendicular to its plane.. 

Previous to the difcovery of a paifage to India 
by the Cape of Good Hope, the commerce of 
Cairo was very extenfive, but iince that period 
it has gradually declined, and is at prefent r&v 
Urided to the following articles, viz. coffee, 
odours, drugs, and gums, from Yemen ; muflina, 
and various articles of cotton manufadure from 
Surat^ Hiawls from Caihmir; and a portion of 
fpices from Ceylon. It may ftill, however, be 
regarded as the metropolis of the trade of eaftern 
Africa, as Tripoli is of the wed. Slaves are 
brought from Abyffinia by way of Jidda and 
Mecca ; caravans frequently trade to Sennaar, 
Dar Fur, and Fezzan, from whence they bring 
gold duft, ivory, o(irich feathers, gum, drugs, &c.; 
and there is another occaHonal caravan from 
Morocco, that employs five thoufand camels for 
the exprefs purpofe of merchandife. Part of 
tbefe pafs on to Mecca, and part remain to await 
the return of the pilgrims, while the merchants 
tranfad: their own bulinefs. The other cara« 
vans are merely for the caTT\a^<6 o€ ^ood^^ and 
ihe/r camels are annually tupoWtdb^ vS^ti MtiicA 
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The exports to Earope have been already men- 
lioned under the defcripdon of Alexandria ; 
Hedjas in Arabia is entirely fupplied with grain 
from Eiy^t, but with India and Jidda the trade 
h chiefly carried on by money ; black flaves^ 
cofiee^ and Indian goods, are fent to Conftanti- 
nople, thongh for the moft part they are conveyed 
tbither by caravans. To Lybia are exported rice« 
flax, crude leather^ and a fmall proportion of 
wheat 

Owing to the extreme facility with which the 
fogar-cane is cultivated in Egypt, a tnanufadory 
was formerly eftabliihed at Cairo, for the pur- 
pofe* of fupplying Con flan tinople with fugar, 
but 88 a capital was indifpenlibly requisite, go- 
vernment made fuch demands on itt as fpeedily 
oraflied the trade. The fagar was of a clofe 
texture, well refined, and of a light white, 
thongh inferior in ftrength to that of the Weft 
Indies. It is now, however, exceedingly bad, and 
fo fcarce as to fell for fourteen pence per pound. 
Ititfre is a coTY6derable manufa6ture of linen 
c\ttth mi|de of the fine Egyptian flax ; a fecond 
■fotM ammoniac, which is of an excellent qua- 
lity i and others for glafs lamps, faltpetre, gun- 
powder, and coloured leather, for home con- 
sumption. 

Tne curious method of hatching eggs, with- 
out ^npubation, is alraoft peculiar to Cairo, and 
kiif been frequently defcribed by other travellers. 
J^ low-arched apartment of clay, with two rows 
of (helves, forms the oven, where the eggs are 
placed in fuch a manner as to partake equally o^ 
the heat without touching taeVi ox^«% ^\5«^ 
pre nightly moved about evety ioxix >Miv«%» ^^\L 
ms ^e wbolh time of thcu xctMA^vc^?. '^^^^ 
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oven, which never exceeds twenty-two dayf, as 
the chickens then free themfelyes from the flielis^ 
and are delivered to their proper owner, who 
pays the mafter of the oven fo much a hnndred 

' for his care and attention. Thofe egga which 
prove unprodudivey are generally known to be 
fnch at the expiration of the firft eight days, and 
on the deliveiy of the chickens they are likewife 
produced for the fatisfadion of all parties. . 

During the ramadan, the following amof^^ 
xnents tte regularly exhibited : After breakfaft* 
the people are employed in devotion, which oo* 
cupies a confiderable portion of time $ the prin- 
cipal meal then fununonfes their attention, and 
the tranfaftion of bafinefs, or the arrival of ti- 
iiters, to pay their refpeds to the bey, fills op the 
interim till the commencement of the amafe- 
ments, when the gerid and various other exer* 
eifes are performed by day-light, and the even- 
ing is introduced with an exhibition of wreft- 
ling, in which the lower clafs of Egyptians 
ihow a confiderable degree of vigour and a6dvjty, 
however deficient they may be in confummate 
Ikill. Thefe are fucceeded by male fingers, 
whofe plaintive melody has been the fubjed of 
remark to many European travellers. Next ad- 
vance the ftory-tellers, who relate furprifing 
fcenes of romantic adventures, with afionifhing 
readinefs and rapidity of utterance. Then ap- 
pear the wits, whofe droll and unexpected fimi- 
lies yield the highcft entertainment to their au- 
ditors, and the pleafures of the evening are 
terminated by the exertions of the rope-dancers, 
female Angers, and women ^ho ^W'j ow mufical 

inftrumcnts,attd exhibit in ibeu d^ivce%«\\ v\i?iV\X^^ 
njolf luxurious imaginatiou caa ii}<)^'^>3 1;>^^^^^ 
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To die foodi of Cairo. Mifr d Atike U plea- 
ikndj fitoated, and well inhabited. An exten- 
fiire mofqne lias been Ibere reoentlj refcoed 
from obliTioo, by the mandate of Murad Bey, 
who» being informed that feme treafures were 
depofited ander tbe edifice, bad reoourfe to the 
£Dtffe of firetemUng to rebuild it. He did, in 
Ia6t rebuild a part of tbe walU and while the 
workmen were employed in clearing the foun* 
dation, tbej difcoTcred a fycamore cheft, that wan 
foond to be foil of ancient Arabic books, feme of 
tbeni written on Tellomin theKuphic character, 
and very beaatifbl. In this edifice about thirtv-^ 
fiTCColnmnsftillretain their original pofition, the 
reft have been reverfed, and let up again without 
any regard to order. The moft perfcd remaia 
is a finudl o6tagon building, in the centre of the 
mofque, fnpported by eight Corinthian pillars, 
^itb Cbafb c^blue and white marble. Upwards 
of a hundred columns appear around ; many 
ftfcb^of an eliptical form ftili remain, and feme 
inferiptions are vifible on the weft, which might 
bare been the place of the original gate, as it is 
now of the modem. 

From tbe convent of St. George, the ruins of 
an ancient city are deariy feen, afcertained^to 
have been the Babylon of the Perfians i at pre- 
fent, however, tiey merely oonftitute a heap of 
rubblih. 

Bulak isan extenfive, irregular town, that haa^ 
gradually rifen around the port. It is furnifh* 
ed with an excellent okal, or warehoufe, chicfl/. 
appropriated to the reception of ^ood^ ^vK^'ook 
Alexandria; embelli(hedw\\.Vk2LN^n^V) o'lVvcw^- 
fome gardens-, and rendcT|tiiNL\.two^i>^^^l^^ 
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Nearly oppo(ite Bulak^ in the middle of the li* 
ver, is an idand, where Murad Bey has a kind 
of fummer retreat^ and ibme pleafant gaydeni. 
On the oppoiite coad is the village £mbftbil| 
famed for fine cattle and excellent butter. 

In a more foutherly diredioh is a confidCrable 
town^ called Jiza> the walls of which are very ex« 
ten live, and mounted with cannon 3 they haytf 
fix half moons> are ten feet High, and three feet 
thick, and were originally niifed for the pnrpoft 
of relifling any hoftile troops of cavalry. 

In the fouthern quarter of this town, is a pa* 
lace, originally built by IfoKiil Bey, and iiiic# 
completad and inhabited by Murad Bey. It ii 
fupplied with an abundance of apartments fo^ 
the Mamelukes, and with every convenience 
that can polSbly be defiredy either for eafe or 
luxury. 

As Murad Bey has, of late years, judged it ex- 
pedient to efiablifh a marine, be has purchafed 
a few European vefTels, and has caufed three»or 
four to be built by the natives. Six of thefe 
veflcls, the largeft of which carrier twenty-four 
guns, were nioored before Jiza, at the time of 
our author's vifit, from whence they coqld not 
be navigatefi till the feafon oT the Niie*« in<r 
creafcr They were all well appointed, and bad 
their full compliment of marines^ who were 
chiefly Greeks of the Arc^iipelago, under \hf 
command oif a native of Sagos. 

The pleafure-boats, nfcd by the great oq 

the increafe of the river, are exceedingly ni\- 

weroas. In form they are light and elegant^ 

and have ufually from fout Vo ei^\. \wict%* 

Such as are appropriated to tVve wfc cA ^^CiX^fiw^ 

^re covered with \7s^nfc$t,>ulV\i?Atiiot^n;\wK^ 



XV BOTPT AKO LYBI4« 41 

are dther latticed, or left open at tbe fides; 
others are kept for hire, in the manner of the 
goodolas at Venice. They are ofed indifcrimi- 
nately upon the Nilcj and in a confiderable ca- 
nal, called the Chalige ibn Menji, which, from 
its opening near Bolak, extends to Bilbeis, where 
it oiingles with another canal, and flows on to 
the lake Sheib. 

' In order to give his countrymen fome idea of 
the perfooages who bore the fway over the peo- 

Ele, daring his re6denoe at Cairo, Mr. Browne 
as given the following concife defcription of 
the moft celebrated beys, viz. Ibrahim Bey, 
Marad Bey, Mohammed Bey Elfi, Ibrahim Bey 
el Uali, and Aitib Bey el 2^heir, or junior. 

The firft of thefe is a tall, thin man, upwards 
of 0xty years old; he is extremely avaricious, and 
has contrived, by his wealth and connections, to 
fecure a large party in his intereft. He is re- 

Eoted dexterous in the management of the fabre, 
at his charader is entirely deftitute of enter- 
prife. To flrengthen his intereft, he negociated 
a marriage, in the year 1792, between his 
daaghter and another powerful bey, which was 
celebrated with great pomp at Cairo. An ele- 
gant coach, drawn by two horfes, and decorated 
with wreaths of artificial flowers, proceeded ' 
throosh the principal ftreets, with a beautiful 
ilave from the harem, who aded as deputy to 
the bride, whofe features were rather ordinary ; 
the blinds of the carriage were, however, drawn 
up, and the fair lady fat^ concealed till the pro- 

• ImgtnenJf at Ciiro, the bride vnW* >iti^« % c-miov^h 
emmphtely veiled^ and fupponcd bv t^o letwXt** n» ^^*^ 
ncfi&ace o£ the hridegroonu 
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ce^on^ attended by a few beys with their offi- 
cers and Mamelukes^ (lopped at the houfb of the 
bridegroom, who received her in his arms, atiid 
ordered an exhibition of fire-works for tb^ 
evening. Firefents of ihawls, caffetaiis, raoney, 
and other articles were then liberally drftribQt!^ 
at the houfes of the hufband and the fatlMer$ 
and the female fingers found fufficient employ- 
inent In the city, upon the joyous occafion. 

One of thefe women, who had been fin^tg tft 
the Birket d Fil, or chief open placse> not only 
during the day, but throtigh part of the night, 
was mentioned to Ibrahim, the fatb^ of the 
bride, as having colted!#d donations to a confi- 
derable amount. He accordingly fent for her, 
and demanded how many half fequihs (he bad 
obtained by her vocal exertions. The v^dman 
readily replied, '* about ten thoufand." " Pay 
me eight thoufand then," faid the Bey, '' and I 
will give you a note of credit on my fecretary." 
The Snger complied with the demand, but iri<* 
(lead of receiving the note, was cruelly driven 
from the houfe, and (bortly after loft her lift 
through extreme forrow and vexation. An 
anecdote, well adapted to mark the avaricious 
difpofition of the beyir; whofe fyftematic rapa- 
city could not be lulled by fuch a feafob of ftef- 
tivity. Ibrahim Bey is indeed defcribed by our 
author, as rather imitating, in his dondulft, the 
greedinefs of the vulture,- than the daring flight 
of the eagle : his Mamelukes are edimated at 
one thoufand. 
Marad Bey, who, in the fervice of Mahom- 
med Bey Abu-dhahab, defeated ?Ltvd VocftiL^xv 
^Dcr Ail Bey the Great, is a ximltv ol ?l te^\e» 
J^abit of body, about forty -fr? c ^t^ii^ ^^ ^?^\«S. 
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sn energetic charades and equally prodigal and 
npacioos. His Mamelakesyln 179^, amounted 
to one ihoafand feven hundred. HIa wife is the 
(laugbter. of tbe celebrated AH Bey> and the wi- 
dow of his mader. She is muph refpeded by all 
betf hufband*B cotetnpqrari.es, and whenever a 
bftf it appointed over a government, file le^ures 
biBi on his duties* and reminds him of the ex- 
cdlent coodu^ of her father. 

Mohammed Bey £lfi, whofe name implies that 
he wiB purchafed for a thoufand patackes^ is 
next in power to Murad Bey» his former owner. 
He is a nmn of quick apprehenfion and impetu- 
oua adiont about thirty-five years old ; ppifefling 
eight hundred Mamelukes^ and vifibly increai- 
log io grandeur and authority. 

Ibrahim Bey el Uali, alluded to in the nuptial 
Boecdote as the bridegroom, is a young man 
about the fame age with Mohammed Bey £Ifi; 
bis chara^er is firm and (edate -, his Mamelukes 
about fix hundred, and his intereQs infeparably 
attached to thofe of the elder Ibrahim* his father- 
in-law. 

Aiiib Bey el 2Sogbier, or junior, is likewife a 
powerful ruler ; between thirty and forty years 
of age; the moft eminent in capacity amdng all 
the beys, and confulted by them upon all occa* 
[ions. He poffcffhs but few Mamelukes, yet his 
prudence and abilities enfure him refped^, and 
Lhepopulace rarely accufe him of anv extortion. 

The women of Cairo are of a middling fiature, 
indwell formed. The upper ranks are tolera- 
3ly fair, which, together wUl\- lV\e\t o\«S\V|^ 
^oCares tbem the admiration ot vVx^ '£.^^^'C\'a^^ 
tJJants. They ufually enter tVift cwx^^a^^^"^^ 
iteM fourteen ycstr^ of age, aud ^t© «tfM»Nx^^^^ 
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paft their prime at twenty. The Cq>tic women 
are favoured by nature with a genteel form, dark 
animated eyes» and an interefting coantenanoe. 

It is a remarkable fad, that the childrea of 
Europeans, born in Egypt, feldom farvive their 
fecond or third year. Mr, Browne is of opinloo 
that it chiefly refolts from the injodicioua food- 
nefs of their parents, who deftroy their health 
by an improper warmth of plate and dothing; 
while the children of the natives are fofiered to 
run about with fcarcely any covering, and con- 
Hantly enjoy a vigorous conftitution. 

Having devoted part of the furomer to the 
talk of learning the Arabio language, and being 
provided with an interpreter and a menial, Mr. 
Browne commenced his journey towards Abyf* 
fi nia, on tUe ioth of September, and after a plea- 
fa nt paifage of eight days over the Nile, he 
landed fafely at the city of Affidt, which is at 
this time the mod confiderable place in Upper 
Egypt. The (ituation is in all refpeds delight-^ 
ful, and the manner in which the water is cod-\ 
duded round the town, is worthy of obfervation. 
A canal, dug in a parallel diredion with the ri- 
ver, laves the foot of the adjacent mountainsi 
and after furrounding Aiiitit and the neighbour- 
ing villages, it defcends again into the Nile. 
The water, however, is only admitted at a cer- 
tain period of the increafe, when it is fuffered to 
overflow the lands, and the city communicates 
with the river by an artificial road^ that israifed 
above the common level, and leads to the point 
where the boats are laden and difcharged. 

With refped to iboCe vette\% cjomvcvoc^^ v^?^ 
prlated to the ufe of paffet\^eT%»\«Vwt«ckC«» 
s^d Aiiiiit, our author o\>toN^% vV^'^* t»s3«&R 
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i)fihe motley company by which they are filled^ 
tbey yiel(J the ^noft piealurable roode of travel • 
ling that can poflibly be imagined^ as they are 
famifhrd with a iitnple awning of branches^ as a 
prote6tlon againft the immediate adtion of the 
fun, and the mariners chaunt refponfive to the 
motion of their oars, while the calm and majef- 
tic Nile glides (lowly forward, and the banks on 
either fide are crowned with the luxuriant pro- 
duce of the hulbandman's toil. The furround- 
ing fcenery, adds our traveller, is in every fcnfe 
allaring, and the veifel offers an apt emblem of 
fmiling fortune in her moft profperous career. 

The internal government of Affitit confifts of 
the cadi, aflifled by other civil officers, and five 
cafhefs, who conftantly refide there; it is the 
feat of a Coptic bilhop, though the majority of 
the inhabitants are Mahometans. Its chief fup- 
port is derived from the Soudan caravans. Large 
quantities of wheat and fine fiax are cultivated 
in the neighbourhood, which are fent to Lower 
Egypt, in exchange for fait, and other articles. 
Indian goods are importf^d from Mecca, by way 
of Coflir ; but the European articles of broad 
doth, tin, &c. aYe feldom feen. In the moun- 
tain above the city are fqveral fpacious caverns, 
curioufly adorned with hieroglyphics and other 
emblematic figures. In one of the caverns, 
"which feem to have been fepulchral, as they 
contain fragments of jars, that formerly held the 
ibis, dogs, cats, and other animals, which were 
either regarded as facred, or {lain to attcud v\\^v^ 
owners to the filer) t manfions o^ V.\vt ^e^^ s n\\\^^ 
chambers are hewn in th^ rocYi, -wVvycXxX* ^^ ^x^*^ 
tfone, one iixtv feet by thirty, at\o\V\« ^viA^ ^^ 
twenty-'/ix; And a third tweiil7-^x\>l ^'^^'^1 
VoL.XXIlI. E ^ 
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five. Farther up the mountain there tire caveml 
llill more extenfive than thefe. 

Femslle cbaftity is fo feverely guarded in this 
country, that immediate death enfaes upon its 
violation ; and the father, brother, or hulband* 
who, from tendernefs ofdifpolition, might hefi- 
tate to infill this puniihment, would be fhunned 
by his acquaintance, and driven from fociety. 
The number of inhabitants in Affitit is efliauU> 
cd, by Mr, Browne, at twejity-five thoufand. 
Their provifions are cheaper than thofeof Cairo, 
and the fenjiakx or bey of Said, divides his year * 
of office between Girgi and this city. 

Ailiiit has become very populous within a few 
years, through the excellent government of Soe* 
iyman Bcff who has alfo adorned it with naauf 
trees and other improvements. It was formerly 
known to the Arabic writers by the name oif 
Haut es Sultan, or the King's Fi(h Pond, though 
no one is at prefent able to determine from what 
circumdance fuch an appellation arofe. The 
chief antiquities between this city and Cairo, 
are found at Shech Abade, which receives it« 
name from the tomb of a Chriftian ecclefiaftic j 
and at Aflimunein, in the former, are two Co- 
rinthian columns, richly adorned, each bearing a 
Greek infcription, and landing diagonally op- 
pofed to each other. 

After paffing about fourteen days at Afliut, 
Mr. Browne procured a boat of a moderate (izc, 
for the accommodation of himfelf and his com- 
panions, and reimbarked on the 4th of Odober, 
j'n gued of new difcoveries. 
The enfuing evening was Y^^etiX. >a^^ox^ >^a 
village of Alehala, thai bas bee:)^ bxsWt VwVv^ 
twenty years, by comnaaud oi a ctmvci OWxk 
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Bef. The materials are indeed rough, and the 
Aumber of houfes inconfiderable^ but the four 
fireetff of which it confifts, are built in right 
lines, and are four times as wide as the generality 
of Areets m fuch places. 

The expence of building is extremely fmall to 
the villagers <^ Upper Egypt^ as clay and un- 
iHinied bricks may always be had for the trou- 
ble of colle6i:ing, or forming them ; the cafe is 
extt€t]y fi^milar with regard to thatch ; and the 
date tree, though of a peri(hable nature, affords 
the requiiite timber. The ruftic builders never 
wafte- their tirne in the preparation of ufelefs de- 
oorations, bot^ in the confiderable towns, as 
6benn6, Affiat, Girgi^ &c. the houfes are gene* 
laHy conftra6fced of luperior materials, and are 
fometimcis magnificent in their appearance. 

'Several large iflands were remarked by our 
author in the courfe of the Nile, but as they 
were frequently changing place, on account of 
new depotitiofls of mud, it was impoffible to 
mark them with accuracy. On the eaftern fide, 
between Cairo and Aduan, the number of towns 
aod vilkiges amounted to near one hundred and 
fixty 3 and on the weftern bank, where there i» 
a greater extent of cultivated lands, two hundred 
aad twenty-eight were vifible,exclufive of many 
that arc fituated within the limits of the arable 
land, and confequently cannot be difiinguilhed 
by a pafifenger on the Hream. 

Having paffed Monfalut, a city of confider- 

able extent and population, Mr. Browne coutv- 

noed his navigation up the 'NWt 1\\\ >\v^ ^^^s^-* 

when became within fight of Kav.ox Ovw «^ 

Sberki, the Anfaeopolis of al\t\qu\\.7 , ^V«^^ ^^'^ 

Avfir^J columns, that formerty apv^tvsati^.^ V* ' 
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curious temple. Many of the ftones are from 
eighteen to twenty feet in lengthy and are richly, 
covered with emblematical figures and hierogly* 
phics. 

From hence he proceeded to Achmim> the an- 
cient Chemmis, or Panopolis^ now a pleafant 
village on the eaftern fide of the Nile. Some 
fragments of columns dill remain at this place. 
and fimilar caverns to thofe of AQiat are found 
in the neighbouring mountain. - A mummy had 
been recently taken from the principal chamber^ 
as appeared from feveral remains of prepared 
cloth and human bones. The hieroglyphics are 
here painted in diftemperature, as is ufual, upoa 
a fmoolh furface of free flone, and the ceilings 
of the chambers have been plaidered and co- 
loured. From this circuinftance it feems pro- 
btable, that the ancient Egyptians held a cufiocDt 
like many other oriental nations, of annual vifits 
to the dead, and that thefe rooms were built for 
the accommodation of the relations on fuch oc- 
cafions. 

The neighbourhood of Achmim produces an 
abundance of fycaraores, and the gardens arc 
finely embellilhed with date and other trees. 

Thefe fycaraores bear a fmall dry fig, of a yel- 
lowifti colour, adhering to the trunk of the tree. 

On the 1 1th of Odober, our author arrived at 
Girgi, which, though now declining, was for- 
merly the capital of Upper Egypt. It has a 
fpacious market-place, and an abundance of 
iliops, and feveral large pieces of granite were 
di/covered, about three feet thick, and nearly 
two yards in diameter, wa\i a i^«Aio\a\\otv q£ 
twelve inches fquarc in the cculxe. TVc^ HJtxt 
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fappoftd by Mr. Browne to be antique mill- 
ftoncs. 

Faffing a popalons town denominated Farfhiut, 
and noted for tbe abode of many Cbridians^ our 
traveller reached Dendera^ the ancient Tentyra« 
on the I7tb, when be was agreeably entertained 
with tbe fight of the noted temple, which is 
flcconnted tbe mod perfed remain of Egyptian 
architedare. Itft form is an oblong fquare, two 
bundrcMf feet by one hundred and fifty. A flight 
of ileps in the middle of the wall leads to a dark 
gaUeiy, that pafies through all the fides. Many 
of the columns retain their original pofition, and 
tbe painted hieroglyphics, in the pronaos and 
the gallery, are in excellent prefervatidn. A 
caihef, fuppofing that treafures were concealed 
under this mouldering edifice, was employed at 
the time of our £uropean*s vifit> in blowing up 
the walls. 

Continuittg his navigation on the Nile, by 
moonTight, which rendered his paffage extreme- 
ly delightful, Mr. Browne arrived the fame 
liight at Ghenne, the ancient Ccenopolis, an4 
from thence proceeded, on the ipth, to Kepbt, or 
Coptisy where the ruins of its ancient buildings 
may fill a circumference of two miles. Several 
fmall granite columns are fcattered over the 
gronnoT and part of a bridge is vifible at a fmall 
diftance, but it is impofiible to afcertain the era 
of its eft€tion, nor is there any thing fufficicntly 
ih-iking in its formation, to intereft the curiofity 
of a fpedator. 

Quitting Kepht, our author proceeded, on the 
following day, to the town of Kous, the Apolli- 
nopolis Parva : it is fituated aboMX a toa\^ i\«wv 
the ca(hrn bank of the NWc, atv4 \^ \oV:x?;j^'i 
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populous. Towards the north- eaft> Mr. Broi 
obferved an ancient gate, embellifhed with a d 
cornice and feveral emblematic figures. 

On the 21 ft he vifited Nakade> where he fm 
a Catholic convent; and the next day arri 
at Akfor, the ancient Thebes> where he < 
derftood, the inhabitants bad recently rebel 
againft the authority of the Mamelukes, and t 
the Troglodytes of the caverns, in the theb 
diflrid, ftill remained tumultuous, and frequei 
aifaulted the troops of the beys, by firing U| 
them from their recefies, and when purfued, tl 
would elude the vengeance of their enemiesj 
a precipitate flight to the mountains. 

The mafly and magnificent ruins of anci 
Thebes, the Egyptian capital, the city of Jc 
the city with a hundred gates, diffufed on b 
fides of the Nile, are fufficient to fill the brcai| 
every intelligent fpedator with aweandadm: 
tion, while Homer's animated defcription rui 
into the memory ; " Egyptian Thebes, in wh 
palaces vaft wealth is ftored ; from each of wh 
hundred gates, ilfue two hundred warriors, ^ 
their horfes and chariots." 

Thefe venerable ruins, which are probably 
moft ancient in the univerie, extend for ab 
nine miles along the Nile, their breadth e; 
ward and weftward, towards the mountains 
equivalent to feven miles and a half, and the 
ver is about nine hundred feet broad; the 4 
cumfercnceof the ancient city may be, therefc 
computed at twenty- feven miles. 

In failing up the Nile, the firft village witl 

the precinds that ftrikes the eye of the pafleng 

J8 Kourna, on the weft, where the natives chi 

Jjr reGdc ia caverns. li^ciLX. \& \3Gk^ NS^a%^ KJ 
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i^adjadj^ and a fmall di(lri6l^, denominated Kar- 
nak, fajpth on the eatiern fide; and towards the 
foalh-weA> Medinet Aba may- be con/idered as 
the boundary of the ruins. 

The niod coniiderable remains are (ituated on 
the eaflero bank of the Nile, and are thus briery 
described .by our author: 

The great temple is an oblong, fquare build- 
ing, of great extent, with a colonnade at each 
extremity: it fiands in the diClrid of Karnak, 
and its flones and maiTy columns are entirely co- 
hered with hieroglyphics. The temple of Abu 
Kadjadj is the next in importance, and a varie- 
ty of ruins appears around, curiouily marked with 
remains of fphinxes and other figures. 

On the wefiern fide of the Nile are two coloft 
fal figures, of calcareous done, that were appar- 
ently defigned to reprefent a man and a woman* 
Bemains of a dupendous temple are likewife ob- 
ferstd^ with excavated caverns in the rock > and 
the magnificent edifice, called the Palace of 
Memnon, is Well ^eferving the examination of 
the curious. Many of the columns are dearly for- 
ty feet high, and upwards of nine in diameter | 
the wails axid columns are decorated with a vs^- 
riety of hieroglyphics. This ruin dands a( 
Kourna. 

Behind the palape is a paiTage, th^t )ea4s up 
the mountain, to the fepulchral caverns, that 
were conftruded for the reception of the ancient 
kings. They are all hewn in the free- done rock» 
and are apparently formed upon one general plan, 
though difi^ering in the formaVvoti ol >Jw£\\ \^-- 
fpe&ive parts. The entrance \% \i^ ^ ^^^•a.^'^^V 
coaSderablc length, that opens mVo ^ OcvaJt^^^ 
from wbicb it branches out u\ x.>«oS\t«^^^^^ 
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the one leading to the large chamber, with a 
farcophagus of red granite in themidftj and the 
other, difcovejring fcveral painted cfcUs of recefles* 
where, among a variety of figures and hierogly- 
phics, Mr. Browne particularly noticed the two 
harpers, defcribed by Bruce -, the paintings were 
in general in good prefervation. 

On our author's landing, with his Greek at- 
tendant, at Kourna, he was furprifed to fee no 
other inhabitants than two or three women, who 
were Handing' at the mouth of one of their dens, 
and as he pafled in queft of the Shech el Belad, 
to requed a guide, one of them alked him, in 
Arabic, whether he was not afraid of crocodiles ; 
he replied in the negative 5 when (he emphati- 
cally faid, " JFf are crocodiles," and proceeded 
to defcribe her own people, as a ferocious clan 
of thieves and murderers. They are indeed a 
dangerous people, elTentially different in perfoa 
to the other Egyptians, and regarded with hor- 
ror by the people of Cairo, who informed our 
author, that if he attempted to land among them, 
he would require a guard of twenty men. Thife 
account, however, proved to be exaggerated, as 
two guides, afligned him by the Shech el Belad, 
were fufficient to protect him from infult and 
moleftation. 

At the village of Beirat is a native fpring, 
and fome others arc found in the neighbour- 
hood, the water of which is perfe6tly fweet, 
though different from that of the river. 

Their favourite weapons are fpears, of twelve 
cr fourteen feet in length, wVi\ch ^xe (Mddeu and 
deadly in/?runaents in their b^iivd^. 
Though forat European autViots 2xg ol G^\xC\wi, 
fbat Thebes was never luno\xu^«i^\>^.^ ^'^ 
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Mr. Brown found fufficient vetliges to eftabliih 
a contrary belief. In the precin^s of the great 
temple^ at Akibr, is a fmall chamber^ lined ei- 
ther with porphyry or red graoite> from the 
roof of which may be feen an infulated mafs, to- 
iHrard the fouth, that has apparently been a pate. 
Some other imperfed remains are vilible, with a 
telefcope, under the fame circumflancesy in the 
diredions weft and north. From the (itaation of 
ibefe ruins, precifely oppofed to each other, at 
the three cardinal points^ it feems extremely" 
probable* that thefc were three of the gates be- 
longing to the ancient city. 

After fpending three days in the yicinity of 
Ak(6r, Mr. Browne refumed his voyage up the 
Nile, on the 26th of October, and on the fol- 
lowing day arrived at Ifna, the refidenceof the 
fugitive beys, who are extremely poor, and de- 
jeaed.on accountof their longexclu (ion from the 
government. The town is tolerably extenfive, 
and a fimilar temple to thofe of Thebes, was dif- 
covered by our author, who obferves, that it was 
in good prefervation, but inferior in (ize to the 
others. The inhabitants have a ridiculous fu- 
perdition among them, concerning crocodiles, 
£roilar to that entertained in the Wed Indies. 
They affert that thefe creatures have a king, 
wbofe rc(idence is in the vicinity of Ifna, and 
who has ears, but no tail ; they likewife affirm* 
that be is pcrfedly harmlefs, and fome of them 
are bold enough to fay they have feen him. 

After vifiiing a village, called Hillal, where 

ibme reliques of an ancient VownNtftx^ ^\lcas«- 

ed, comprifing two fmall di\ap\A^veA vcvw^X^'^* *». 

motihtcd ffatue, and part of a v\\\cVl>Ka^^^oWor- 

buroed brick i our author yjioc€iedt^ ^^ ^ 
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where he infpeded a portico and the ruins of a 
temple^ and on the 30th paifed theOebelel Sil- 
fili, or Chained Mountain, from which, in anci- 
ent times, a chain was pafled acrofs the Nile. 
The rock, which is of free done, h embellifhed 
with fereral fculptures. 

From hence Mr. Browne failed by Kdm Om- 
bi&, literally the Rutns of Ombos -, faw the tem- 
ple, defcribed by Norden, and on the following 
day, arrived at Affu^n, the ancient Syen6, where 
he found but few remains of antiquity, and thofe 
feemed rather of Roman than Egyptian fabric. 
The modern town is in a ruinous' ^ate, and its 
population is very fmall. Its chief fupport arifes 
from a fmall impoft upon dates, paffing from 
Ibrim to Cairo. 

At a fmall difiance from AiTudn, are flill vifi- 
ble the tombs of the Mamelukes, who fled from 
Selim, on his invafion df Egypt. Nearly oppo- 
iite, is an iHe, containing fome remains of an- 
- tiquity, among which, a ftatue of granite, ap- 
pears, bearing a lituus in each hand. Many of 
the prefent inhabitants have the negro forma- 
tion, hair, and countenance. At thediftance of 
three hours walk from Afluan, is ihecataraft, in 
Ar Shelal, or, more properly, rapides, being only 
an eafy defcent of the river,- among feveral ol>- 
liruding rocks of granite : the noifc of its fall is 
fcarcely audibl-e. 

In the vicinity of this catarad, Mr. Browne 

obferved fome black rocks, but thediftance pre- . 

vented his afcertaining the nature of their fub- 

/fancc. It is well known, that many of the cn- 

graved (tones and ancient ftalvic%,\T\ JL^-^V^^ w^ 

of bafaltes ; but as no quatws oi v.Vj\sVvxv^>aa:9^ 

^sen difcovered, either ir\ 1B>^y^^> ^^ ^"^^."^"^^ 
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diflrids of Africa, it is moft probable they were 
drawn thither from AbyiliQia. 

After waiting three days at AfTuan, in hopes 
of parfuiog his route up the Nile, Mr. £rowAe 
had the mortification to find that a war had 
broken out between the Mamelukes of Upper 
Egypt and the Cafhef of Ibrim^ which totally 
{lopped the caravans, and precluded the poffibi- 
lity of his farther progrefs j he was therefore ne- 
ceditated to abandon his favourite hope, of vi« 
fiting Abylfinia by this route, and to think of 
returning. He accordingly quitted AiTuan on 
the 4th of November, and pading rapidly down 
the river, he arrived in three days at Ghenn^. 

On his return to this place, he refolved to gra< 
tify his curiofity, by an excurfioo to Coilir, not- 
withdanding the Bedouins infefted the road, and 
bis undertaking was rendered extremely danger- 
ous, by a violent quarrel, that had recently. taken 
place between the natives of Codir and the ma- 
riners of an £ng]i(h vefifel, the. latter of whom 
bad rafhly fired on the town, and kiUed feveral 
individuals. 

Having agreed with an Arab, for three dro- 
medaries and an attendaqt, he accordingly left 
Ghenne, early in the morning, on the 8th of 
November, and arrived, by the moft northern 
route, at the place of defiination, on the 11th, 
about fun rife. The principal inhabitants com- 
plimented him on his arrival 3 but all feemed to 
. exaoiioe him with a fufpicious eye, which might 

Srob^laly refult from his inability to converfe 
utntiy in Arabic. An old (beve^ \tv '^^ocvxcnx- 
Jar, who bad acquired an inluUwe ^v^cxXtOkWi*^- 
4ioa ofcbara^er, by his frequeox. v\^^^%l \o V^«^^- 
«^ CoDffantiDoplc, Bagdad, aud oOa^x ^^^^^^ 



60 Browne's travels 

theTurkifti empire, perplexed hitn withara* 
riety of quedions^ and would indifputably have 
difcovered him^ had not his fervant luckily joio- 
cd the converfalion, and waved the fabjed. 

The drefs and language of the inhabitaotsof 
Coffir feem to approximate to tbofe of the eaft* 
ern fliore of the Arabian Gulf, rather than to 
thofe of the Egyptians. They are armed with a 
lance^ and along, crooked knife, called the Jem- 
bia. Their number is very fmall, though great- 
ly augmented by Grangers, who are continuallf 
paffing and repa fling through their town. Thqr 
are provided with excellent fifti, but, otherwifey 
provifions are very fcarce, as there is no caltira- 
ble land in the neighbourhood ; even their but- 
ter is brought from Arabia, and the only good 
water, that can be procured, is purchafed of the 
Bedouins, who bring it from Terfowi, which if ' 
at the di ftance of three hours. 

The commerce in coffee is conliderable ; pep- 
per and other fpices are brought there, free of 
duty, and a few Abyffinian flaves are landed 
there, in their pafTage from Jidda to Cairo. 
The houfes are commonly built of clay, and the 
town is altogether uninterefting to a traveller, 
as it does not exhibit a (ingle remain of anti- 
<]uity. 

On the I3th of November, Mr. Browne quit- 
ted Coflir, about half paft feven in the morning, 
and proceeded along the ftraight road, to the vil- 
lage of Bir Arabar, where he obtained fome rc- 
pofe, in the houfe of a civil peafant, and tbea 
continued his journey toGhenne, which he fafc* 
ly reached in about three hours. 

Daring his return, out 2L\x\.\\ot Tcwi^tk^d^ that 
the road, which was aVnxo^l \^^t\ xiwwx^^s«x.» 
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bad been cut oat with imroenfe labour^ in rough 
and lofty rocks of porphyry, that ftill environed 
it on each Me, and exhibited a grand and terri- 
fic appearance. In the route he took in going, 
be obferved a fucceflton of fcnall (Irudures, which, 
from their formation and the iHarks of fire with- 
in them, feemed to have been originally ufed as 
iignals. A chain of rocks, confitting of red gra- 
nite, feemed to extend itfelf in a northerly and 
foutherly dire^ion; large rocks of porphyry, 
both red and green, were likewife vifibie^ and 
the route might altogether be faid to unfold a 
treafure of marbles, that were fufficient to afto- 
nifh the beholder, and to demonfirate that, if 
the quarries are again wrought, modern archi- 
te6l;ure may equal that of the bed ages of 
Greece or Rome, in richnefs and durability of 
ornament. 

The coloqqintida is found in great abundance, 
near Birambar and Ghenne, but its value is fo 
trifiing at Cairo, that the natives fcarcely think 
it worth the trouble of gathering. At Ghenne 
is a roanufadory of eartfaern bottles and water 
jugs, which are prettily formed, of a fine, blue 
clay, convenient in (i2e, and pofieffing the pow- 
er of filtration in a 4)eculiar degree > large jars 
are alfo made in a (imilar manner, and are highly 
efiimated at Cairo, where the inhabitants pur- 
chafe them with avidity, in preference to the 
mannfadure of any other place. 

Having procured a fmall boat for bis convey- 
ance, and two dervifes, for companions l^ \\V9. 
journey, Mr. Browne r«imbarked, c«v iV^ ^q^^^^ 
dajr of bis return, and, after (lop\ivrv% 2l\. ^V ^^ 
priaclpal towaa, without any n<iw occwcxevxt^^ »^ 
^^^^^^^be2iaat the city of A.Oii^^.'^^^^^^^;^ 
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W96 Mie^ with t farciB falyivteifi^ ■ 

of.^bii (N(ppfqM to the i|i«j|>^^i^4ftfl^Wi4# 
CoffiTi ajKii oa tho Nile ? bj; ^ftfu^f: ^ powmM^ 
doTe of/afQpi?s]^w4pr, hpiw«?er« it]ipr«^»i|tt^ 
ref;npyed» ^n^ i9fi. the ^30tb Jbc 1im4 ir^giBJiiikru||Rr 
fioiAat:4iWgtl3^it(»?fetfatlfw<)f^i ; ^, ; 

Oajiis grrivfiUtBeDe(Qef> ^ip laiodfld^lioa^ 
preflM .ft wifli to proceed fxom thence to Vrimmi$ 
ht^t finding ih«ta ceAn^aoee coiild iuh'Ihs.M^ 
ctired- 'viithout^ii^t^clittcqltj, he relin^llMl 
(the i^^^jiiid >F^riim€iil^.U foinw 
ftth of DefenMkv wbea hfi ^gi||t amv^d U 
Grand'CMf^: i. .:... . r .,i...-ii':' ..:- -. • . ,->. 

Pri^riAM. ^ IM vifit a|t Ql^^mm^cHwoXSliqllnk 
who wiira foiqg to iMctbeiv ^ftwif c$i^9f^ 
^ Kous, wham :fo«M wgrdt oniorUi^atdj avofif;|ih 
tween jh.«0K and tb^ W»rq :»43riAd la Jrep«ir> 
the camef, as to a proper arbitrator of tjieir wG 
pute ; thef accordingly prefentedj^»emfelvea be- 
fore this officer, who was noted ror his violeoce 
of chaFader, and, who pn finding that their diC* • 
agreement arpfe on the fubje^t of noonejr, teniur 
nated the hopes and ^ra of both parties* bf a 
barbarous order for their immediate execatioo*. 

The report of this termination was confidcilif 

bly aggravated, in reaching Cairo, aod em 

the perfons of the vi^ims were changed* at 

it was there averted, that our author wasoaa 

of the perfons, fo inhumanly roaflaored, and 

that the caflief*s mafter was among the nmiif 

her of thofe who ha4 been deceived. 3Bie. aga, 

in whofe departmeQ.t Kous was fituated* wrots 

iin^dccount of the eveat^ with a fui table icooif 

ment, and an oflFcr of any tta^wiaVA^ i«^«»Josi^ 

to the Auftrian conCu\, at Cavxo* ^V^ ^%ik ^JwcnIl 

to forws^d it to the BcUVfti co\&A> al K«m» 

.cap 
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rheik Mr. Browne arrived in tiihe to con- 

the general opinion. The murder of 
D ill-fated Greeks was faid to remain tm- 
I. • 

ious to vlfit Feium, a city, diflant about 
liles to the fouth-weft, Mr. Browne quit- 
liro, on the 28th^ and proceeded to the 

of Moknan, where he procured a recom- 
tory letter from the fhcch, to an officer, 
;fided farther on toward the fouth, and 
light prove ufeful to him, on his iutroduc- 
L Feiiimj he then Continued his journey 
h a fine grove of date trees^ that were fer* 

by means of feveral ciflerns, fupplied 
rater, during the increafe of the Nile; 
a natural opening in the chain, that con- 
t the we^ern boundary of Egypt 5 and 

after arrived at Taroieb, which is plea- 
interfered by a canal, and furrounded 
le cheerful fcenes of cultivation. 
I little town is celebrated for an excellent 
adure of mats, though its iituation is fo 
'e, as frequently to overwhelm the natives 
he deeped diftrefs, on account of their 
which is forcibly feized by the wandering 

and carried away without any poflibility 
"efs. The night preceding our traveller's 
I robbery had been committed to a conii- 
5 amount, and mufquets were repeatedly 
rged, to keep off a fmall party of the ban- 
vho flill continued in the neigh bonrhood. 
tting Tamieh, our author pafTcd another 
at Senuris, the feat of an hofpitable ihecb 
Bedouins, and on the ift of January, 1/93, 
ved at Feiiim, 



•^Vva. 
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This city, which is unwalled* but. tolerably po- 
pulous^is fituated on the principal canal^ leading 
from the Nile to the lake, and is furrounded with 
cultivated grounds, and a charming affemblage of 
gardens, formerly celebrated for a profulion of 
rofes, propagated by continued layers, and pro- 
ducing an excellent rofe water, that was pur-^ 
chafed, with avidity, by the natives of various 
countries; but the cultivation is now evidently 
on the decline. The adjacent fields are richly 
clothed with wheat and other grain : the water 
is excellent, and provifions tolerably plentiful. 
The city contains feveral mofques and okals, or 
public warehoufes ; the houfes.are partly built 
of unburned brick and partly of done, the in- 
habitants are chiefly Mahometans, and the go- 
vernment is vefled in acafhef. 

At a fooall diftance, towards the north, are the 
ruins of an ancient town, called Medinet Faris, 
or City of the Perfians, by the Arabs. Some bro- 
ken ftatues and bulls were here offered to fale, 
feme vitrifications were alio obferved, that fcem- 
ed to indicate an Arab glafs work, and fome 
jars, refembling thofe formerly ufed to contain 
the dead ibis. Mr. Bro<.vne is of opinion that 
this place is the ancient Ar(ii oe. 

Having devoted three days to the fatisfa6tion 
of his curiofity, and neceflarjr refrelhment at 
Feium, our author proceeded towards the lake, 
now called Bii ket el Kerun, but which is, in re- 
ality, the Moeris of Strabo and Ptolemy. Its 
length is computed at between thirty and forty 
hoUgs, and its breadth at the widefi part fix miles, 
the atmofl extent of itscvtcmV mvx^corvCequent- 
Jy be reckoned at ninety rnvVea. Ow \.\v^ ^wj5^ * 
3/2d north-eaft is a rock\ nd^^,^^ «H^rj ^^^t^^^v 
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attce primeval ; in the extremity, nearcd Feiuro, 
are fome ides, where there is a flat, Tandy Ihorc ; 
andy in (hort, the whole appearance of the place 
is ftirongly adapted to point out the abfurdity of 
ihofe who have imagined this lake to b^ the pro- 
du6t of human art. The water is brackifh, and 
the fiQi rather indifferent, yet feveral filhermen 
are conftantly bulied on the lake, in miferable 
boats, and contrive to procure a fub(iflence. 

The weftcrn extremity is under the jurifdic- 
tion of the Muggrebine Arabs, who fuffer no 
perfon to travel thither, unlefs he is under their 
own immediate prote6tion. This information 
frutlrated the expedations of our author, who 
was anxious to vitit fome ruins, that were faid to 
cxjft there. The Arab fhech of Abu Kifle, af- 
firmed that it would require four days to make 
the circuit of the lafce -, that there were no vil- 
lages in its vicinage, and that nothing could be 
procured, bat from the Muggrebine9 already 
vnentloned. It is reported that human bones are 
fometimes found on the eaftern extremity. 

Purfuing a fouth-caftcrly dirc6tion from Feium, 
Mr, Browne obfcrvcd two fmall pyramids, of un- 
turned brick, and a palTage through the moun- 
tain at Hawdra ; he then paiTed the town of II- 
lahon, where the inhabitants are chiefly hufband- 
men. He then returned toBedis, after noticing 
the channel of a large canal, denominated the 
"Bahrbila ma ; and a long, deep gut, now called 
Bathen, but fuppofed to be the artificial Moeris 
of Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus. 

Next day he pafled the pyramids o^ I^^l^xit » 

five of which appear fucce(five\7, e^c\>a.^\N^ ^'i 

thofe of Sakanra. That of Mcd^tv \% V^>3:\\\. ^1 

(on frce-ftone, in a ffngular foim, YiXJiX.^'^^ «^- 

G 3 ^^x^^'^^ 
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parently been very elegant. The top is now ex- 
tremely broad, and would probably be difficult 
of afcent, but our author imagines that its fum- 
mit was originally completed by another fquare, 
that has been removed. The northern fide has 
been materially injured by the attempts of varir 
ous travellers to gain a view of the interior, which 
is, however, entirely folid. The bafeof this pyra- 
mid has been erroneouHy defcribed, as a natural 
rook; but Mr. Browne, on removing the fur- 
rqunding fand, and examining the corneriy 
clearly difcerned the cement and the refpediive 
Clones to the very foundation. 

Of the pyramids of Daibur, two of which ar^ 
large and two fmall, the fourth is the mbft 
foutherly, and is built in the form of a cone, 
terminating in an obtufe triangle. The faces 
of thefe pyramids are all direfted to the four 
cardinal points of the compafs : they have not 
the leai^ appearance of any cafing, nor do the 
ftones point to the centre, like thofe of Jize. At 
a fmall diftance is a pyramid qf qnburned brick^ 
and a fmall one of flone, not completed, 

Ten qf thefe monuments, of a fuperior fize, exift 
at Sakarra 3 befides a great number of fmaller 
ones, that have been frequently plundered, for 
the purpofe of building at Jize, Cairo, &c. and 
are fcarcely di(lipgui()iable from the furround- 
ing fandrhills. 

The two largeft are ^t the diftance of two 

hours and a half from Jize, and are well Jcnown 

to all who have travelled in quell pf Egyptian 

cunoCities, Jn that which has been opened, 

Mr. Browne found 2^ gteaV. cWvxiVitx^ V\v^e;d with 

grapltc, that was ihiTty-fovvx iett ^N«i vwiV^'^X^ 

/eogtbj and feventeeu £ee\.V^omc\it^*\tw\i\^^>^!^. 
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contflining a farcophagus of the fame material 
as the liniag of the chamber: belides thefoi were 
obferved a fmall chamber, eighteen feet nine 
inches in length, and feventeen feet one indi in 
breath ; alfo an antichamber $ a ijDain gallery; a 
defcending paflage of one hundred and five feet 
one inch; and a paiTage to the inferior chamber, 
that mea Aired one hundred and nine feet one 
inch. The general material in thefe edifices is 
a foft, white, free done, replete with fhells, and 
the ropk, on which they hand, is of the fame 
natqre. 

Our author alfq vifited the pleafant fite of the 
ancient Memphis, on the left bank of the Nile, 
between the river and the mountains, and about 
two hours difiant, towards the fouth of Cairo. 
The land is now richly clothed with corn, and 
embeliiQ)ed with Qne date trees. No remains 
of antiquity are vilible, except a few pieces of 
fculptured fione, and fome heaps of rubbiih. 
The fpot was formerly furrounded with a canal, 
and feems altogether a more eligible fituation 
than that of Cairo. Its extent might be mark- 
ed by the ground, where remains are fometimes 
dug up, and which is overgrown with a fort of 
tbi^y that feems to fiourifii peculiarly among 
jruiq^ It is mod conveniently vifited from the 
ipoptic tppqafiery of Abu NemrOis. 

Of t^e fpveral capitals of Egypt, in fuccelfive 
ages, Thebes or Diofpolis feems to lay claim to 
the greateft antiquity. Next was Memphis, a 
venerable and ancient city. Babylon, which ac« 
cording to all account, was founded h^ lV^&^^\« 
£bbb. Teems to have been onV^ xXxti fSK^^'s^ ^^ "^ 
jMart retaiaed by that peopVci, aivw v\i«i^^V*^' 
iioa of Egypt to CambyCc*.. ^«^^*\^S 
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ceeded Memphis/ and remained the chief cityj 
till Grand Cairo was focttaded by the Saracens. 

On the ift of March, 1793, Mr. Browne quit- 
ted Cairoi in company with a large caravan, con- 
fiding of a hqadi^d and fifty perfons, and twc 
hundred camels, in order to proceed to Suez. The 
road may be defcribed as nearly one uniform 
plain, in general hard and rocky, though occafi- 
onally varied with patches of deep fand. As the 
camels were permitted to browfe without re- 
ilraint upon the verdure, that wasli^htJy fprink- 
led over the defert, the journey was but Howij 
conduced. The mornings and evenings were 
rather cold, though the hours of noon were cooi- 
monly fultry. On the third day a fhower of rain 
defcended, in confequence of the footh-wefl 
wind having fubfided, and continued falling foi 
four hours and a quarter. Though fome Euro* 
peans have erroneoufly fuppofed, that no rain 
falls in Egypt, our author obferves, that fhowerj 
weather will ibmetimes prevail for a week toge- 
ther at Alexandria 5 and that he has fometima 
feen rain at Cairo. In Upper Egypt fliowers ar« 
extremely rare, and only one fell while he con- 
tinued in that country. 

After a tedious progrefs of five days, the cara- 
van arrived at Suez, which our author defcribes 
as a fmall town, built chiefly of unburned brick, 
except a few of the mofques, whiph are of ftone. 
Its population comprifes Mahometans and a few 
Greeks. Its chief article of trade is coflfee, and 
its only apparent fortification confifts in fome old 
cannon, that are in all probability unfit for fer- 
vice. The Tea is exttem^X^ fti^Wwi xv^«t iKe 
towa, yet there is a fraaW yaxd, to ^\^->a\3:\\^\\\^ 
ivhcrc Mr. Browne oWctvtCi Vnon«SS^'^.*>^ 
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imperfect date, befides fbar three-mailed vefiels 
at a fmall dIftaDce, with ten others of various ^ 
defcriptioas, and feveral large boats without 
mafts. The Arab method of ^ip-buildiag, fays 
Mr. Browne, is very fingular. The natifes are 
ignorant of the art of bending timber, and con- 
fequently none of tfayem are crooked but what 
are formed fo by nature. They are very flen- 
dor* and where the upper and lower ribs unite, 
they pafs by the tide of each other. The largeft 
of the (hips in the neighbourhood of Suez, at 
the time a£ our author*s yifit, was intended for 
the Indian trade, and the reft were defigned for 
traffic to Jidda. 

Exclufive of oy^ers, and fome other of the< 
iheli kind, Suez is but indifferently fuppliei 
with filh, that of the bed kind feldom coming 
higher than Codir. Meat is generally fcarce } 
bread extremely bad ; milk and butter purchafed. 
in fmall quantities of the Arabs 3 and water, 
bought by the Ikin, of the fame people, at a con- 
fiderable price. 

A mount of rubbi(h exids in the vicinity of 
Suez, where the ruins of Ardnoe may yet be dif- 
tingnidied. Thefpot is now denominated Kolfum, 
where fome remains are vifible of a done aque- 
dud, that originally communicated with Bir 
Naba. Petroleum, which is ed«emed as a core 
for bruifes, &c. is brought to Suez from a rock, 
on the African fide of the gulf. In eroding this 
gulf, near the entrance of Suez, boats are com- 
monly ufed at high water, but at other times it 
may be forded by either camels, hoiCt^^^t \sft.\!t^ 
with th0 greater fafety. 

In the Aallow parts of the ad'^^ieewV^ca.^'^^* 
Browne difcovered a fpeciea o{ vf c«i^» ^\x\^^^, 
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ing of a bright red coloofi and a fpongy quality^ 
appeared in the funfliine exa^ly like corals 
Tbongh unable to learn its Arabic name> or th^ 
purpofe to which it maybe appropriated, ooc^ 
author is inclined to imagine, that it may hav^ 
given 'the recent name to this fea, if it wa^ 
found in great quantities at a former period. 
This was undoubtedly the Arabian Gulf of the 
ancients, whofe Red Sea was the Indian OceaOj 
and the weed aUuded to may probably be the 
foph of the Hebrews, from whence their name 
of the fea might have arifen. The fhores are 
fprinkled with a beautiful variety of fhells; as 
are alfo thbfe of Maadie, in the neighbourhood 
of Aboukin 

At Suez, our author pafTed the ford on the 
8th of March, and proceeded, at iirft along a 
barren coaft, and then through fome plea&Dt 
and fertile vales, embellilhed with a variety of 
Ihrubs and date trees, and bounded by moun- 
tains of red granite, till the 14th, when he ar- 
rived at Tur, where the Greek priefts of a fmall 
convent pointed out a fpot where a church is 
l^id to have been buried, and miraculous noifes 
frequently heard ; but on vifiting the place, 
merely in expeftation of fome natural phenome- 
non, Mr. Browne affirms that he found nothing. 

Quitting Tuf on the 18th, he continued his 
route till the morning of the 22d, when he 
reached the monaftery of Sinai, whieh is large, 
with a good garden, and a fubterraneous paflage. 
A fmall mofque is ere6ted within the wallsy for 
the convenience of the Arabs. 

The mountain, now bearing the appellation of 
Sinai^ is very lofty and abrupt; on the northern 
^de of it our author obfetved (otcifiltiQ^. TVsa 
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whole is a remarkable rock» of red granite, diveff* 
iified with patches of foil, that have been either 
brought thither by homan induftry, or wafhed 
down by the rain. Thefe fpots produce almond 
trees, figs, and vines, while innumerable rills of 
water gufli from various apertures in the preci>- 
pice, and meander pleafantly among the little 
gardens. Sinai, fays Mr. Browne, has two fum- 
mits, the one refembling Parnaflus, the fcene of 
infpiration ; and the other, known by the name 
of St. Catharine ; the latter is the higheft, and 
may probably be the Sinai from whence Mote 
defcended with the Decalogue. < 

After contemplating the beauties of this re- 
markable place, and obferving from the moun^ 
tain the eaftern gulf of the Red Sea, our author 
returned to Suez, and from thence to Cairo, 
without any occurrence that was worthy of men- 
tion. 

At the moment of Mr. Browne's return from 
Afluan to Afiiut, the caravan of Jelabs fronii 
Dar Fur, called the Soudan Caravan, arrived at 
Elwak, when they affirmed, that at the expira<« 
tion of two months they ihould return honiej 
Their delay, however, was protra^ed during the 
reiidue of that winter, and it was not till March* 
1793, that they quitted Cairo for the Upper 
Egypt. 

The Decenaries for their journey were coUed- 
ed but (lowly, and our author employed his time, 
daring their day, in drawing intelligence from 
various quarters, relative to his paiTage, and fvick 
things as might be moll prudeiitX^ lo^Vi^xi ^V(>^ 
him. The perfons of whom Vie Tt?c\>3LC.^^^ ^''^^ 
ipfbrmMtioDj gave him no int\n\^t\ox\ ol ^"^"^V^ ., 



■Arff Ca i aiUvufeu lowiaOM a CkrtMm. This litt 
""^Mmiotrit had idd^ejl been juftljr ftttiMlllr 
<tbitSBiU)Qdi of'hii'dirj^ttcm; aodllie Modbtft 
:of..idfe.Muivloiir to«arMs< perlbni'of «rei^ilek 
"icritiilfiPf • tMt a ftroogw reafon for* tte fiNMM 
^rf^Jbrianrmigfatte'tUse AaatTveof SOV* 
'4aii M al^fVfs the /taoft ftrrite aDd'obAqittMi 
^ cc^tont of tbe^lmiiuin .tao6» at Cairb^ wbmsf 1R 
'Ireato a Chiifliaii'Wtth jiearlf aii«Mieh re^eAn 
•one i9f Ibe Maboiiietaiir $ in bit own aitnotrf » 
i>fiw^iGr^-h6 repavt.itfidk interdl tbe oootadttt 
d!M€<lia«been ffliown liUa bj tbe Mtablta&irtf 
Egypt. ■■. .o-v^; ■•: .- -. ■- •:... -. 

^ t£mi% embarie^ on; tbe IjFile; Mlr.*Birb%De 
46t imt'ikoai BtUakon :tbe 2ift of ibniU tfoiPe* 
ibt;e^klhjiMf%Tdfcd at Affi6t, after a |Mi^ 
4biit>ai rendered n0isieM,iknth(j^contmifwtib& 
Jiif firft care wavtben to provide cameb fer b^ 
route, as they were exceedingly fcarcc. ' At 
ileogth, boweVer, be purcbafed live for about the 
ibm of ^5l. fieriin$r ; made up his provifioo^f 
f^od for tbe journey ; and, after a delay of -fifty 
4»ys, departed in* company with tbe caravaa 
,wbicb rbad now aflembled. The weather iiral 
.^PXjtreroely fultry, and confequently unfavborabie 
to travelling; but the Soudan merchants* tiot- 
^iihilaodtng their Uidoient difpofition, c^eere 
the variations of climate unworthy of their at* 
ientioo/ wbe[|]pr66t 11 'eDnc0hied,ahd long babit 
has fainiKaH2|ed tbeoa with beat to fucb -a &■»«• 
fi^ji ihzt wifat would compietely overpow^ tiic 
i^babi^ant of $■ nortfaero nation, is no ferioos 
if9p/iv^ Wilb-tbeai for the remiffion^of their la* 

Tbe rrmtm, taken by Am cawi««kSB%*\»^ ^^ 
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t foath-weflerlf diredion. On the -^Sth of 
Iny, they encamped oo a mountain above Af- 
ix, till the 28tb, when they proceeded by (hort 
iget to Elwah. 

The Jelabs nfually pay at the rate of about a 
itacke for each camel, to the MuggreUnes, for 
leir protedioQ, or ratlier for forbearing to plan* 
it them. This tribute was, however, refuied 
f our author, who- alleged that he was only a 
ranger, employed oo butinefs to the Sultan, and 
Kifequently not of the number of merchants 
ho regularly traded to Soudan. This refufal 
xafioned a flight difpute, but the Arabs finally 
dinquiihed their demand. 

As the camels were loaded heavily, the Jelabs 
avelled (lowly in detached parties, till the 31 ft 
f t|ie month, when they came to a high, rocky 
lonotain, called Gebel Rumlie, which feems to 
)nftitute the wall of Egypt and the eaftera 
doadary of the Low Defert, where are fituated 
le OaC^. It confifts of a coarfe tufa 5 its road 
sems io many places to have been opened by 
:t, yet it i^fo rugged, and difficult of defcent, 
lat the travellers were a fqll hour in reaching 
le bottom, while the camels fuffered greatly 
sneath their heavy burdens, and were frequently 
I the moft imminent danger of falling. 

The view, from the furomit of this rock, lofl 
felf in a fpacious valley, conAding chiefly of 
icks and fand, but occafionally diverfified with 
nail clumps of date trees, and other marks of 
^getation. 

Having gained the plain, it was judged expe- 
ient to unload the camels, and allow them fome 
ift, till the morning; when four hour^ aixda. 
iJf were employed in paffinft ttoia ^^ivA '^^ 
VoL.XXIU. Hi ^^^ 
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the mbdntain to Ain^ i9&z£, the fird place that 
affords a fuppljr of water^and the northern extra* 
m\iy of the Great O^fis. :. 

From hence they proceeded for about eight 
hoarSf over a wafte coontrj/to Ch9rj6, when the 
leader of the ciiravan th6nght fit to notify htif 
approach to the tdwn bj beat of droms^ f :AiCn 
charge offtnall arms; ifaocitingi and ot^ef tdkeoa 
of joy. At Chaij6 there is a gixidi, or cifficei; 
and another at Beiris, both belonging to Unrahim 
Bey el Kebir, to whom thofe villages^appertain 9 
and to them is entrctfted the care of all bttfinefs 
that relates to the caravans -during their ^y 
there. * . i 

On the 7th of Jniie^ the travellers Yefadled 
their journey^ and after a march of fix houraoiver 
another dreary fpac^ they reached: the village 
Bulak, where the Jioufes are only fmall pieces of 
ground inclofed with a clay wall, and ufbally 
deflitute of any covering. Bulak, however, af- 
fords a good fupply of water, and its inhabitants 
contrive to procure a fubii Hence by the falc of 
their dates. ; 

Having devoted one day to reft and refreib- 
ment at this place, the travellers proceeded 
through Beiris and Mugbefs, till the morning of 
the 20th, when they arrived at Sheb, whofe 
name implies that it produces a confiderable 
quantity of native alum. By digging 4:o the 
depth of a few feet in the fand, a tolerable fup- 
ply of water is here obtained. The general fur* 
face of the ground abounds with a reddi(b ftonCi 
and in maoy places argillaceous earth is viable. 
This part i» frequently infe\^e^ >k\V\\ 'aiXi'\\va!tcaBt 
tn'tke of Araba, who coavc feUV«,x 1^xowi\\)ftXM63v?fif^* 
bourbood of the Nile. 
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On the 23d, our author came to Selime, which 
is a fnaall verdant fpot, pleafantly (ituated at the 
foot of a ridgc» of rocks, that are of no great 
height or extent. It affords the moft excellent 
water of any place on the route, but yields no 
vegetable fit for the fupport of either man or 
bead, though the eye is agreeably relieved from 
the dry fterility of the circumjacent furface. A 
fmall building, confilting of loofe (tones, has beea 
created at Selime, moft probably by fome of the 
wandering tribes, who croft the Defertin all di- 
redions ; but the Jelabs affirm, that It was ort- 
ginally the refidence of an Amazonian princefi, 
named Selime, who, armed with a battle-axe, 
bow, and quiver, and attended by a large num- 
ber of followers, infpired all the inhabitants of 
Nubia with equal terror and veneration. 

From hence the caravan continued their march' 
to Leghea, where water is fcarce, and unpala^ 
able when found. The camels were now ex- 
tremely weak and jaded, and the merchants were 
at a lofs refpeding the joad,i though feveral of 
them had traverfed this delert ten or tweWe 
times. Itfci jt*. 

Quitting Leghea anilhe 2Bt.of July, after fuf- 
fering great inconvflDifncetrom a foutherly wind, 
that raifed the diifbin clauds(,and almoft ftopped 
the powers of refpi ration,.' they rcfomed their 
journey, and dn the 8th arrived at the Bir el 
Malha, or Salt •:Spridg» the vicinity of which is 
remarkable for the "produ^pn. of white folid na- 
.tron, that becomc*''hot on immeriion in water, 
and difcharges a great portion of its air. Tli<& 
Jei/ibir nfaally carry^at in^ CrauW o^w^l^na^x^^ v^ 
Egypt, where it fetches a conCidex^We ^\\et,^^^ 
ia appropriated to the parpofc oi m-a^Klvcv^^^^^- 
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At Ibe.welU oar aathor met with (bme tuitir^ 
of Zq^hftwa. who are fiatione4 there oocafionaUjf 
to fopply the cararans with provifions, and otli« 
necedariea^ at a price that is foffidently exorhi- 
tant to remunerate themfdvea for the ^tigue of 
a ten days joorriey. Their axticlei of t raffic were 
iK)w pecQuarJy grattfal to t)be travellers, as the 
lon-igfnai ftock of prorifion had proved infufficieot, 
and many camels had periflied on the road. . 

The neigfabonrhood of the Bir el Malba is 
fometioies infeded by a wandering tribe> called 
Cubba Beech» who rapidly traverfe the * Defevt 
on the fwifteft dromedaries, and gain their fob- 
£^^ee from the plunder of tl^ defencelefs. 
They are not, however, provided with fire-arms, 
and therefore feldom venture to attack fo nume- 
rous a body as that which oompofed the caravaa. 
After a i)ay of four days, oor author and Mt 
companions travelled with little interruption till 
the 20th, when they formed an encampment on 
a fpot called Medwa> f but as this place waadeC> 
titute of water, they were compelled to purchafe 
that needful article of the Mabrea Arabs, whom 
they met, with v^cker bafkets of fo clofe a tex** 
ture, that tbey aiWufed for the conveyance of 
either milk, waterrffr any other liquid. 

Or> the asd, they came to the Wadi Mafr6k, 
or the firfl fprings within the limits of Fi^r, but 
they were fo much annoyed, by a fpecies of white 
ant, that built its covered way to every thing 
within the tents, and by the increaiing rains, 
which now began to inundate the valley, that 
tbey were compelled to abandon their camp, and 
/eek a (belter in the a^^acetvl VvWa^'t ^ ^velni, 
urhere Mc. Browne rc&deAiox fcNw«\ ^'^Vxti^^i^ 



IV B077T AlfD LTBIA. 77 

hmife of a principal merchant, who was eftablifh- 
ed in- the country. 

A melek, or governor, noder the fultan of Dar 
Ftir, generally refides at Sweini, and there all 
Grangers and merchants of every defcription are 
obliged to wait till the pleafure of the fovereign 
is announced with refpeQ to their difpofal. As 
oar author, however, entered the country undftr 
confiderable exceptions from the general rule of 
traders, and might rather be called, according to 
the Arabic cullom, ** The king's ftranger," he 
cxpeded to receive permiflion immediately to 
proceed to the royal refidencej but as feveral 
mifreprefentations concerning him had reached 
the fultan, and confequently manacled the hands 
of the melek, with whom he frequently rcmon- 
firated, he found himfelf detained without tfie 
leaft probability of knowing the reafon, and 
therefore refolved to copy the example of the Jc- 
labs, and wait the event with patience. 

The houfe he was in coniifted of a number 6f 
feparate apartments, built of clay, and covered 
•with a flanting thatched roof, but unprovided 
•with doors. All who could find place in it, were 
permitted by the hofpitable owner to lodge them- 
felves without diltindion ; and here the Jelabs 
continued for about ten days, when they all re« 
ceived permiffion from the fultan to proceed to 
their refpedive houfes, on paying the cuftonaafy 
^uties. 

As the circumftances attending oar traveller 
were peculiar, and as many ferious difad vantages 
could not have been well avoided, or f^t^CeRSi^ 
he has given the following Te\aXAOti \.o v\v^ '^vife- 
]ie, under the idea of rendetVn^ 2liv «lcc&^\«^^ 
fervicc to other travellers. 



1 



*' Prcvroni to my depaniirc from Cairn, 1 w« 
'^ apprrZFrd that all conjocicrcc in Dar Fur wan 
*' coiidtifled by means of llnDple exchnnge, I 
" therefore fov^ghi for a pcrfon who might traQ' 
*' fiid this bofinefs for ine with fomc degree of 
" probirj', as mv entire ignorance of ibe articles 
" St for barter, and the application of my mind 
'* to 01 her objects, were hiffirient reafons to de- 
" ter me from ailing as a trader myfelf- 

'* A perfon wa^? accordingly recommended to 
" me at Cairo, in whom I frequently obfcrved 
" keennefs, but no fraud, and in general that 
" abfolute devotion to the will of Ins foppTior, 
" for which his countrymen arc at JeaftfXifiW^ 
*' remarkable. 

^* Shortly after our departure, however, his ob- 
** feqoioui behaviour was transformed into in- 
**fu»t and difobedience, at^d on our arrival at 
•■ Swcini, he contrived to fend one of hifj affo- 
*' ciaies to the fultan, in order to keep me from 
** bifi j^refe-DCe, and to detain me under pretence 
** of my entering the counlry with fome iniqui- 
** tous purpofe. At the fame time, the villain 
'* himfeif> wIl- formed this diabolical plan, took 
'* advantage ot my momentary abfence, to take 
" from one of my boxes, that liod been broken 
" upon the road, a quaiuity of red coral, by the 
** help of which commodity he expected to make 
" his way with the great/' i 

In confeqoence of ihifi villations procedure in 
Mr Browne's fervant, a perfon arrived at his 
lodging with a fpecious letter,imprcfled with the I 
>(jJf3r3 * fcal, ordering that no perfon fltoold pre- | 
/bio& CO detain or tno\eft,\\\H\ \A\\\\t 's«\\iie<l at 
Uhe houCe of, lbrah\ra eW^oW\Cfa:\» \tw Cck^^ 
^herthe was to contiuue t\Y\ i\xxl\:it\ w^«»^a^ 
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be iflbed for hU admittance at court. Though 
CMir author was at that time ignorant of the plot, 
he thought it extremely fiogalar that au order 
ftould be fent for the prote6tion of his perfon, 
while it obliged him to confine himfelf to one 
particular fpot. He was, however, unprovided • 
even with the means of remondrance, and there- 
fore knew that fubmiffion was unavoidable. 

His (ituation was now truly pitiable, while he 
langu^fhed in the mod cruel fufpenfe, without 
any apparent fign of a remedy. Abfent from 
his friends, feparated from his Egyptian acquaint- 
ance, and regarded with horror by the milkken 
devotees of the country, who viewed J[?im as 
an infidel, and his complexion as either a fign of 
difeafe* a mark of divine indignation, or the 
moft unequivocal proof of infe.riority of fpecies. 
Such ideas had clofed every heart again ft him, 
averted the wonted hofpitality of the natives, 
and enflamed their perfonal pride and intolerant 
zeal. ' 

• Thus unfettled in his own* mind, and perfe- 
euted by an ignorant race, our author confeifes 
that be began to grow impatient, and on the 
fourteenth day after his arrjval, the agitation of 
his fpirits communicated its pernicious influence 
to his flate of health, and brought on a violent 
£Bver, attended with exti'eme pain in the head, 
and a temporary delirium. This was fucceeded 
by a dyfentery, that continued for two days,aQd 
rendered him unable- to affift himfelf. Fortu- 
nately, however, he had the prudence to reflet, 
that of all the aliments there to be ^tc^^sox^^ 
fokTcely any could be found but wex^ ^xm^vs^^^ 
«</ be therefore confined hVmfc\J»^l^«^ xic^^^^^ 
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attack, to ihf; vife of bark and water, which he 
drank in large quamilics. * 

At the expiration of a months the fymptoms 
began to Uitninilh, and Mr. Browne again re- 
qneftcd leave to vlfit the fuliao, but the defined 
pcrmiflion only ferved to increafe hia fulTenDgi, 
The rainy feafon was indei^d at an end, but the 
air ftill continued infahibnouft, which, togetbet 
with CKtreme abftineoce, fatigue, and anxiety, 
ferved to rerew the naalady^ and to incapacitate 
him during feveral months from all perfonal 
exertion. At length, however, ihe inoreafing 
heiit of ftimmer began to meliorate the air, and 
to produce a regular tranfpiration, when be be- 
gan to revive, and foon gained fome degree of 
flrength* 

Oci his arrival at El Faflier, he was introduced 
to the melek MiHellimj one of the principal mU 
nifteifi. Though ignorant: and illiterate in the 
extreme, he bad a peculiar etui ck nets of appro* 
hcntion, and gaiety of temper had rendered him 
acceptable at court, where, our author obfervesj 
he appearwi rather as a buffoon than a niinilloj 

He received the European with a rude flare df 
*upid aftoniibment, that was immediately fol- 
lowed by a fmile of mingled fcorn and averfion. 
He was feat^d on a mat, under ^t^ awnirg of 
cotton clot hi with fome other of the royal at- 
tendants, who entered into converfation ou the 
perfon, chara^er, and intentions of the ftrangerj 
partly in their vernacular idiom atfd partly in 
yir.^bic. A wooden bowl of polenta, and another 
Gf' dried meat, were then fc^ijti v\^ ^.o ^Wm.^ of 
xrhJch our author lefafeA to ^arv-aVc, a*V\^ \-a- 
<///po^tioa had totally depuN^^VsA-mol ^vv^<\\ft* 
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/hen they h.ad fatisfied themfelvcs with their 
rqMft, they alked a number of ridiculous quef- 
tlons concerning Europe* roany of which were 
prudently waved by our author, and to others he 
f^ve fnch replies at he judged the moll fatisfac- 
tory. He then introduced the fubje^t of grrateft 
importance to himfelf^ and informed the melek 
that he had (ravelled from a far diAant country 
to Cairo, where he had beard the king, Abd el 
Bachman, much celebrated fpr his magnificence, 
power, juAice, and hofpitfllity ; that in confe- 
quence of this, he had undertaken to vifit Dar 
F&r, from motive9 of ouriolity, and to form a 
colledion of medicinal herbs, AippoHng his per- 
fon would have been unmolefled, his property 
fecure, and that permtlfion would have been 
granted for him to have gone wherever he might 
have thought proper $ but as he had been un- 
happily deceived in all his expedations, he now 
ventured to aik redrcfs for his grievances, ard pro- 
tedion for the future. He then requeued per- 
miffion to go to Sennaar, in order 'to proceed to 
Habbeibs entreated that three or four perfons 
night be fent with him, as an rfcort to the fron- 
tiers of Kordof^n ; and concluded by obferving, 
that be had a fmall prefent for the fultan, con- 
fining of fuch articles' as the nature of his cir- 
cumflancet permitted him to bring. 

To this addrefs the melek anfwered, *' Mer- 
chjinr, you are welcome to the Dar. The fultan 
ia,kind to firangers, and has ordered a fack of 
wheat and four iheep to be fent to your lodg- 
ing. At prefent it is impoffible for you to pafs 
through ]vordo(an, as the king has a great army 
there ; but when the country fhalFbe in fubi^eQ- 
tioD^ he will grant your tcc^ut^, "^Vit-ti n^vj^^x^ 
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admitted to an atitlience, yoti will only hare fo 
explain the nature of your grievances, and ibey 
will be immediawJy redreflbd," 

The hour of prayerwijg now Announced, when 
the officers commenced iheir rdigioii> ablationi, 
and Mr. Browne retired to his tent. 

After this vifit, oiir author ^offered fo fevere a 
rplapfe, as to be unable to perform the common 
offices of lifcj and even to ruppofe that it was 
drawing to an end. Whenever any fymptom of 
amendment appeared, he fent word to the me- 
lek, that be earneRly \viilied lo be introduced to 
the fulcan, and then to be difmifled as foon as 
podibie. No reply was vouch fa fed to this mef- 
fage J but the following day the melek vifited 
the invalid, with feveral attendanis, and defired 
to fee the merehQudife that was brought from 
Cairo. With refped to part of the articles, aa 
fp I en did hflblllments, defigned for the king, Sec. 
Mr. Browne readily fatisiied his coriofityj but he 
irififted on evatnining the contents of a fmall 
chcft, which contained a nambcr of articles » that 
were either ufeful to otir author^ or intended far 
prefents at Sennaar, or wherever elle he might 
be i\ble to penetrate. A positive rcfufal was 
therefore given upon this point ^ but, on the of- 
ficer's attempting to break open the box. All 
Hamad, the trr^cheroufl factor, with his accnf- 
tomed villany, produced the key, and fubmitted 
the articles in qnetHoh to the melek*s examina- 
tion. Several of the fmalielt immediately difjp- 
peared ; fome Engbih piftols w^re referved, to be 
t^ken by the fv\ltaii ai the valuation of his own 
fervc\[M<i -J and the leWco9e^,\ifitiYA,?.T\4.^t,iTvn^ 
spparcl o£ our authoi ^tie ^v^t\Qv\^T \^v \\\^^ 
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cvtdoDtly becaafe they were regarded as things of 
DO value. 

Next day the propofed valuation was made, 
notwithftanding the warmed remonli ranees on 
the part of our traveller, when a few articles 
were efiimated at their real value, but mod of 
them were Hated far below it. A pair of double 
barrelled pidols, filver mounted, which had coft 
fewenty guineas in London, was valued at one 
Qave, or fifteen piaftres j when Mr. Browne ex- 
claimed, that if their objed was plunder, and 
matters of bargain and fale were condudted in 
their country by force inflead of confent, it would 
be much better to feize the whole, without the 
ridiculous form of a purchafe. No perfon then 
vouchfafed him an anfwer, but oo the morrow 
he received two camels, as a compenfation for his 
ungenerous ufage. 

Having been expofed during fifteen days to 
great variations of temperature, frequently irri- 
tated by ill treatment, and fo totally difregardcd, 
that he could fcarcely obtain fufficient water td 
fave him from perifhing with extreme third, our 
author judged it expedient to return to Cobb6, 
where the Sielter of a clay houfe, and fome de- 
gree of privacy, might poflibly tend to the reflor- 
ation of his health and fpirits.. He accordingly 
hired two Arabs, and, with the camels that had 
been given him, and the few articles that re- 
mained of his property, he arrived on the third 
day at the houfe where he had received the fal- 
tan's letter. 

'During his refidence at Cobbe, he attem^jt^ 
to cultivate t/ie acquaintance ol v\\fc,rciCk^ ^qi\\^« 
Icrable inhabitants, and as iViey Vit.ciiW!«i \va^^v^- 
'cd to him, his Utuation bccaoxe \e& ^to^^S^xw^^ 

»1 
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By conftantly (!udying the dialed of the conntij, 
v'hich differs greatly from the vernacular idiom 
of Egypt, he. frequently obtained much ama<e« 
ment from liftening to the legal arguments of 
the people; their arbitration of particular dif- 
putes ; and their mode of conducing a bargain, 
>vhich fometiroes lafted for feveral hours. The 
fultry hours of noon were ufually devoted to the 
fociety of the graver men, who ufed to fit and 
converfe under a fhed, ereded for the purpofef 
and though their difcourfe was feldom enliveoed 
by witty remarks, or rendered inftrudive by pro- 
fundity of obfervation, it was always carried OQ 
with good humour^ and ferved to bani(h many an- 
pleafant reflexions from the mind of the flranger. 
The following fummer, 1794, our traveller ra- 
folved to go and refide near the fultan, as he 
might then have an opportunity of imploring re- 
drefs for bis grievances, and at the fame time 
prefs his reqaeft, for permiflion to purfue his 
journey. He therefore quitted his lodging, and 
proceeded to El Fa (her, where he obtained a tem- 
porary accommodation in the houfe of a native, 
named Mufa, whom our author defcribes as the 
mod worthy and amiable charafter that he ever 
met with among the Mahometans. Though no 
motive whatever would have induced him to eat 
out of the fame plate with a Caffre, (the name 
here given to an European), he was ftridly ob- 
fervant of the rites of hofpitality, and fupplied 
his lodger with an ample provifion of food every 
day from his kitchen. He frequently ob ferved, 
th3t it was a precept of his faith to deted the 
per Con of an unbeliever, b^t \\v2i\.\vt vj^'^Tv^lthcr 
obliged to injure fuch a one, wot ^QV3\^\wi xjckvo^ V 
^i/n/eifcxculable ia alicaii^x:\u%'\X.* 

I ^^ 
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As the melek Mifcllim was now employed by 
his fovcreign in the fouth, Mr. Browne wa» 
placed beneath the prote6tion of the melek Ibra- 
him, a man of about (ixty years of age, tall of 
flature,but not athletic, and rather cbaraderized 
by the rotighnefs than the exprelfion of his fea- 
tures. His hair is entirely grey j the motions of 
hh body ungraceful ; and his manners totally un- 
polifhed. His underdanding, however^ and fa- 
gacity, feem well adapted to his Hation, which is 
one of the gfeateft in the empire. In matters 
of faith, he is an intolerant enthufiaH, hot in 
private concerns, or any thing that does not af- 
ie&. the prevailing fupertiition, his judgment is 
cool, and generally guided by found prudence. 
Avarice is his predominant paffion ; and notwith- 
flandine his immenfe revenue, he polTefTes fo 
little of Arabian generolity, that a perfon is ac« 
counted unfortunate who goes fupperlefs to his 
evening council. Having never feen an Euro- 
pean, he regarded our author in much the fame 
light as the dwarfiOi Goitres of the Alps are con- 
templated by the inhabitants of France or Eng- 
land. From his difcourfe it appeared, that he 
regarded the Franks as a fmall tribe, cut off from 
the reft of mankind by their (ingularity of com- 
plexion and dreadful impiety. 

On our author's introduftion to this lingular 
charader, he was welcomed by the melek, a(^ 
fared of redrefs for his paft grievances, and pro- 
mifed protection for the future 5 but it feems 
this language was a mere compliment, in return for 
a prefent that was brought b^ Mt. ^x<i>«^^\ ^% 
daring three months he was never Xo >ae ^eexv^xi.^- 
Icfs our traveller obtruded b\m^e\i otv V\% w^"<S^^^ 
ard even then be received no ta«V oi ^^^ 
Vol. XXIII. i ^ 
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\ mon cirilityj much Ids the promifed compenni*! 
tion. 

Anxious to obtaiD an audience of the fultan 
our author regularly attended his levees, whiclt?] 
arc from fijt in the morning till ten, but conljl 
rarely obtain ad mi Ua nee, and when he did, ho" 
experienced fuch pointed dilregard, that he bad 
no opportunity of fpeaking. He then returned 
to his ihed, hungry, thirfty^ fatigued, and difap 
pointedj and afierw-ardsvifited the markeis, which 
are ufnalJy held from fonro^clock in theafternoofl 
till fun-fcti Occafionally he flrolled out wUb 
his guui in ijueft of amaferaent, after tlic com*! 
loencement of the rainy feafon, but fcarcely eveii 
ohferved any thing worthy of uotice in the anUj 
mal or vegetable kingdoms. 

On Mr, Browue's firft audience, be obfcrveij 
he was ttjo much indifpofed to be capable of mi-" 
nute cbfervation* The lullan was feated at ihc 
door of his lent, aud re<iuefted to fee the t^raog- 
cr*s watch, and a copy of Erpenius^s Grammar, 
which had been mentioned to him by one of hia 
fervanls ] hot after catling hi^ eyes on each, he 
immediately returned them, ihauked our author 
for his prefent, and rofe to retire. 

During the next furamer, Mr. Browne obtain- 
ed admiffioa to hini, when he was holding a di- 
van in the outer court. He was then mounted 
on a white mule^ apparelled with a fcarlet be^ 
nl(h, a white rauflin turban, and yellow boots. 
His faddle was of crimfon velvet ; his fword, 
which was adorned with a hiltof maflfy gold, was 
held in his right hand, and a canopy of muflia 
IV0S fupported over bvs bead, Tb^N?k^ t^tveovxt^ei 
of people then affembVed te^dw^^ \x. \ts^^^^\issi 
^r aar authot to mate bvvafcUX>^'^^^^^* 
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On another occafion^ he contrived to gain ad- 
mittance to the interior court, when the fultan, 
vho was hearing a private caufe, was feated on 
a kind of chair, covered with Turkey carpet. 
His hcaU was encircled by a red (ilk turban 5 his 
bands engaged with a chaplet of red coral, and 
his knees fupporting the imperial fword. As our 
author was now fo near him, as to obtain a per- 
fect idea of his countenance, he fixed his eyes 
upon him for that purpofe, but the fovereign 
was evidently difcompofed at fuch an obferva- 
tfon, and retired abruptly the moment the caufe 
was concluded. 

At another vifit, Mr. Browne found him ftand- 
iDg in the inner court, with a long ftaff, tipped 
with filver, in his right hand, and the fword of 
. fiate in his left. The melek Ibrahim prefented 
bira with a fmall pitce of filk and cotton, Of the 
manufadore of Damafcus, in the name of the 
European, when he returned anfwer, ** May the 
bleffing of God be on him/* and inftantly re- 
tired. 

Anxious to make another effort to promote 
bis defign, our author prefented himfelf before 
the monarch at a great publiO audience, when 
he found him feated on his throne, that was 
fpread with fmall Turkey carpets, under a lofty 
canopy, compofed of various ftufFs of Syrian and 
Indian fabric, loofely fufpended from a light 
frame of wood. At fome diftance were feated 
the meleks, on the right and left, and behind 
them a line of guards, whofe dfefs confifted 
chiefly of a cotton (birt, of the rv2Ll\N^ tavcv>a!v^R.- 
twre. They were all furnilhed N9\v\v ^v^vt% "^"^^ 
targets, and each wore on b\a YveaA ^ ca.^> '^'®^; 
meoted with a fmall plate o£ coif^x>^^^ ^^^ 
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oftrich feather. Behind the fovcrcigrt were feve*^ 
ral eunuchs^ \q fplendid habiiimentsj and at bi» 
right hand dood a kind oi^ hired encomiaft, who 
continued to vociterate during the whole cere- 
mony, " See the harialo ! the oflspring of a 
buiftfJa^ a bull of halls; the ole'phant of unri- 
valled flrength j the tnighry fiiltan At:d el Rach- 
man el Kartiid I May God pmloMg thy life, 
rnatier 1 Mav God ailirt thy councLla, aud crow^^ 
thy HrnisJ with conqncll !" ^ 

This andience proved, however, equally vcxa- 
tioufi o our traveller with the preceding one*, a,* 
Le w.-is again rnrnpellct^ to withdraw witbbviK 
cffefting his defign* 

The fultan here alluded toj is a man rathei 
urider tb'^ middle lize, about fifty-five yea *ii of 
aj^e, with esprcftiv-e features, black complestioni, 
auimaied eye|i, and a iliovt, full heard. When h» 
cpprurs in public, he is urnally attended by a 
number of ^Uiirdsj and feveral fl.ives^ Uic L^ner 
of whom are rmployed to bear a canopy over hii 
head. When he palfen, his fubjefts bt>w pro- 
foundly fo the eirih, or (cnccl with rhe d^^epeft 
bu:nility; even the meleks approach ihe throne 
nn th^ir hands and knees ; but thia fervile coin- 
plinient h not expected fronn ^oret|i^oers. 

With relpeft to the topojr.iphy ot Dar Vdu 
our author has given the follovving account, witb 
fomn in te retting oufervatioua on its iuhabitatitfl# 
cnftoni'i, revenues, Mc. 

The towti of Cobbe, wEiicli is the principal 

refidcnce of the nncrchanta, and pUced almoft in 

p difeS. Jr^e from the uorth*^rn to the fouihern ci:' 

trcmay of the Dn\iury»\s ru\va\eA\w w A^v;. II 

m'm, iat- and 23 de^. S wvvi^- ^^^^ ^^ "^^ is^W 

thaa two miles ^onj^ "biiV cT«.UftVQJt\^ wi.\\qL^»*^ 
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the hoafc« are erc6ted at confiderable di fiances, 
which, together with a large portion of ground 
attached to each dwelling, as an iuclofure, muft 
of neceflity occaiion a great wafte. It is, how- 
ever, rendered extremely pleafant by a great va- 
riety of trees, which appear in every quarter, and 
yield a charming ftielter from the beams of the 
fun. The inhabitants are fupplied with water 
from wells of a fmall depth, that are cither dug 
within the inclofure of the houfes, or in the bed 
of a torrent, which furrounds the town in the 
rainy feafon. Their mode of digging is, how- 
cver,'unlkilful, and they are frequently driven to 
great extremities, when the quantity of water 
proves inadequate to the public confumption, 
Cobbe was only furniihed with one fmall mofque, 
flmply built of clay, at Mr. Browne's arrival, but, 
previous to his return, a more fpacious building 
was undertaken, with the leave and afliftanceof 
the fultan. The inclofcd area was about (ixty- 
four feet fquare, and the walls were defigned to 
be three feet thick. 

South-eaft of the town is a large open fpace, 
where a market is held twice in the week, for 
the fale of provifions, and all other commoditiea 
which the country produces, or which can be 
conveniently procured from other parts. In this 
market, from ten to fifteen oxen, and from forty 
to fixty iheep, are ordinarily ilaughtered for the 
confumption of the adjacent villages. Slaves 
are likewife bfoiight thither, but are conimonly 
fold {Privately, though the pra6tice is loudly re- 
probated, as facilitating the ^a\fe ol ^^^o^^'^^^^ 
have been Rolen from other p\ace^. 
The other principal towns ot vVe. ^"^V^"^^.^^; 
Bwcias^ Koura^, Cubcabla, ^V\, ^^^^> e\^ 
i 3 ^ 



Gidid, and Gflle. Sweini is fnuated a-mofl: north 
of Cobbc, at the diltance of two day's diligent 
iraieilJog. Koarma, a finajl town, wett by 
jbutbj ai »he diftance of fise hours- Cubcabia, 
n place of greater note, nearly due weft, at the 
dithnce of two days and a b^jlf, over 3 rncky and 
moQurainoits road, Cours, iiorth by welt, at dvc 
hours and a hall, travelling fvom Cobbe, Mil ii 
diftant about three davs fariher, in a (bulb foiith* 
eafterJy direction, and may be/;'jTnputed ^\ fijtty 
miles; Shoba h twi^djy^ fit^d n ^alt difinnt tVotn, 
Cobb^i Gidid ^boot tmc dny and 3 h.ill in a 
fbnth-eafterly dire^bion ; and Gelle u.filuatcd zt 
a fmall di^iante from Cubcabla- 

Sw-cini derives Us chirf importance^ frdm being 
the general refort of Egyptian mf^Tchants, Pro- 
vifions are extremely plentiful, andMoricg th^ 
refidence of the. Jetabs, 3' driily market is held. 
Hie poorer clafa of inhabitants are citlier Arab* 
or natives of the province Zcghawa* 1 

At Kourma, the population is very fma)]^ ex- 
clufive of the merchants, who, together with 
their dependants, occupy tfie chief part of the 
town. A. market is held twice in the week, for 
various forts of provifions, as at Cpbb6. 

Cubcabia may be properly denominated the 
key of the weftern roads, as Sweini is of the nor- 
thern. The town is large and its inhabitants 
numerous, compriiing Furians, Arabs, natives of 
Bergoo, and Grangers of various defer iptions. 
Tlteir market is celebrated for an excellent fup- 
plv of leather and firong cotton cloths, that are 
uiaaUy worn by the peopit* of both fexes. 
Cours is divided beiweexx ^ wwrcvViw oC traders j 
from the river, and a feBi ceAXe.^ ^wV^x^, ^>Mi 
^B^fl an uocooimocv ftiate oiig^v«iV^>^v\^^^^^^- 
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culiarly remarked for their intolerant zea]> and 
brutality to flrangers, 

Ril is the key of the fouth and eaftern roads, 
inhabited partly by Furians and partly by foreign 
merchants. It is well fiipplied with water, cat- 
tlcj bread, butter, milk, and vegetables, and al- 
together feems admirably fuited for the imperial 
refidence, though the reigning fultan has aban* 
doned a houfe that was built by one of his royal 
prcdeceflbrs. A melek is commonly ftationcd here, 
M'ith a body of troops, as a guard to the frontier, 
and to keep the wandering Arabs, who abound 
in the vicinage, in proper fubjedtion. 

Sboba is faid to be well fupplied with water, 
and has fome chalk pits in the neighbourhood ; 
thtfe, however, were nearly exhaufled, by com- 
mand of the fultan Feraub, who fixed upon this 
town as a temporary dwelling, and accordingly 
ereded a palace. Some of the inhabitants are 
Jelabs, but the majority are Furians. 

Gidid is fituated fouth-eaft of Cobbe, in the 
road to Ril. It is chiefly occupied by ccclefiaf- 
tics, who Y^ill fcarcely allow a traveller fulHcient 
water to allay his thirft, though this town is 
noted for an excellent fupply of that ufeful ele- 
ment. Gidid is likewife the refidence of fome 
oriental merchants. 

Gelle is under the galling tyranny of a pfieft, 
whofe intrigues and hypocrify.have gained zh 
entire afcendency over his mailer, and whofe in- 
fatiate avarice has plundered the townfmen, till 
they have fcarcely a mat to repofe on, or fuffi* 
cient clothes to defend them from the chati^e^oC 
the weather, Confequent\y GcWfi \^ t^^e^'w^^^ ^^ 
lead Bomiihing town in Vbe et»^\xfe* 
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The pfipol^lion of Cobbc, we havcatreaJyob- 

ferved, confilb of merchants; thefe are moflly 

* employed in trading to Ejypt, fame of them are 

naiives of that country, but the generalttycomc 

from the rfver. 

Egyptians chiefly from Said, a few TuniGoea, 
and natives of Tripoli^ come and go with the 
caravans* only remaining long enough to difpore 
of thfir merchandife; others have married in 
Dar FuFj and sire now recognifed as fubjcft to the 
Sultan, a iid the remaindei: eonfifls of foreigners, 
from Dongola, Makas> Sennaar and Kordofan, 
In this town there are two or three places appro- 
priated to the tuition of youth* The children 
of the Indigent are \iftially taught gratuitously 
by foine of the Fukar.^, but perfons in G^tii^y cir- 
cumftances are cxpeded to remunerate the teach- 
er for his troubk and attention. Three perfons- t 
iifually lecture in the Koran, and two others in, 
what they term, theology. 

The government of Dar Ffir is the monarchic 
cal, as being exprcfsly favoured by the difpenfa- 
tion of Mahomet. It Is true, the Sultan cacmot 
afl in oppofition to the letter of the Koran, bu^ j 
his coudud frequently overfteps the boundary of i 
the laws, and> as he is neither controlled nor i 
afliftcd by any council, his power may jadly be 
flylt-d defpotic. He puHlicly fpsaks of the coun- 
try and its prodoiSlions, as his /^jf/ff/W property; 
and of the inhabitants as little dfc than his ab- 
foluteflavrs. If his deL^ilions are at any time 
marked by flagrant injaftice, thcecclefiaftica ven- 
ture to exprefs tbeir fciitimeuta with fome bold- 
nefsf bat the effefls of vWat ciifi7Q^\^Ao^ ■wfe-SLV 
vi^nys Invial; nor does V'he t^oom^cv t^^'c ^^^i 
^^^^S* bQt a fpirit of s^ueT^\ iii^fceCvoTv ^^^^ 
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his troops, who are ahle to drag him from his en- 
vied fplendor, and to invefl whomever they think 
proper with the infignia of royally. His power 
in the provinces is delegated to officers, who are 
eqnally arbitrary in their refpefiivc diftrids. 

On the death of the fultan, the title defcends ^ 
properly to his eldeft fon, and in default of male 
heirs, to his brother; but this rule of fucceflion 
is frequently infringed, upoi> various pretences ; 
as the mipority of the fon, or the pretended uf- 
urpation of the late fovereign, till at length, the 
preteniions of tbofe, who have any rightful claim 
to the throne, are to be decided by war, and 
confequently become the prize of (he ftrongeli 
party. 

*• Jt was in this manner," fays Mr, Browne, 
'^ that ihefultan, Abd el Rachman, gained polTef- 
fion of the. imperial dignity. A preceding mo- 
narch, named Bokar, had three fons, viz. Teraub, 
el Chalife, and Abd el Rachman ; the eldeft of 
thefe obtained the government, on the demife of 
his father, and reigned thirty- two lunar years, 
when he bequeathed the empire to his fons. The 
fecond brother, however, pretended that none of 
tbfsm was old enough to govern the people, and 
accordingly feized upon the throne, but bis reign 
proved extremely ihort, as a difcontented party 
comrpfnced hollilities againft him, in concert 
with the natives of Kordofan 3 and, with Abd el 
Bachman at their head, advanced to Par Fiir, 
where thp two brothers came to an engagement, 
and the CbnUfe periflied, beneath a multitude of 
wounds, with one of his fons, who gallantly 
fought in defence of his favb^x. 'YVa^ n\^^\^, 
Jioweyer, proved entirely w^e\e^^ Vo vVe. V\'^^^^ 
ielrsj as ooe of them vrjia facivf^c^ ^-^ ^^ ^^^ 



tion of the victor, and tbe others mereljr obtam^ 
ed a wrctclied fubfiftence from tbe parlimoniom 
alms of their ufurping relative. 

On his iirft acceflion to the imperial dignity, 
Abd cl Rachman deemed it prudent to mark his 
♦ condiift, by fomc degree of moderation and felf- 
dcnicjt, a (Turing his fubjtfftfi, that his thoughtfl 
were chiefly engrolfed by the conteniplatioa of 
a future tiate, and that the fpl^ndor of the em- 
pire was perfeftly indifferent in his eyes. Ho 
even refufed to fee the treafores of his d^ccafed 
brother, and when he entered the interior of the 
palace, with an unparalleled dillimulationj he 
drew the folds of hii* turban over his eyes, and 
in^plored his Creator to iliield him from the ef- 
fc^g of furrounding temptations. At length, fnp- 
pofing himfelf fuftieiently elbbliftied to defy hia 
enemies, and to expeft an implicit obedience 
from his fubjefis, who never attempted to quef- 
tion his authority, he dropped the fpecious ma{k 
of fandity, and appeared in his I me charafter, of 
avarice and ambition J fince that period, he haa i 
been known to fiand for whole days, in flopid J 
admiration of his gold, (lavcj!, cameh, and cotlly 
apparel. The feverity of his regulations, with 
rel'pe£l to I be military, had nearly alienated the 
affection of that powerful clafs, at the time of 
our author's vilit, and the people were fo uni- 
verfally difgufled with his pradices, that bis ho* 
nourii w(^re apparently ha flening to an end. 

The population of fo wide a country as Bar 

Fur muft neceffarily be attf'udfd with great dif- 

acuity, to any one who fliould attempt to com- 

pute it ivjtb precif^cn- ^\\,. ^^o>N^t ^w^^fea 

Jt cnnnot e:^ceed two hviT\dte4 \\\tiw^xY\i, ^^ v^ 

army in Kordofan, con&ftm^ ^l lata^XiVX.^^ vW- 
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tknd men, is fpoken of as a very large one ; and 
in Cobbe, which is one of the mod populous towns, 
the inhabitants of both fexes, including (laves, 
caDDOt be reckoned at much more than fix thou- 
faod« There are, indeed, a confiderable number 
of villages in the empire, but the largeft of thtife 
is only occupied by a few hundred individuals. 

The people of Dar Fur confift of traders from 
theri?er j natives of the weftern country, who are 
either merchants or Fukara 5 Arabs of difterent 
tribes^ who generally lead an itinerant kind of 
life, on the frontiers, where they breed oxen, 
horfes, and camels -, the people of Bego, or Da- 
geou, who formerly ruled the country, but are 
now obedient to the Sultan and the Zeghawa, 
wbofe dialed is materially different from that of 
the Furians, and who boall of a chief, that once 
led t&eir ancellors to battle, accompanied by a 
thoofand horfemen. Kordofan and feveral fmalU 
cr kingdoms are now fubjeft to the crown of Fur, 
but their hiftory is fo imperfe6t, that nothing ma- 
terial could be difcovercd refpeding them. 

Agriculture does not feem wholly to be neg- 
leded by the Sultan, though probably the follow- 
ing pradice may be rather a blind compliance 
with ancient cuftom, than the efFe6t of individu- 
al public fpirit. It is, however, indifputably 
laudable in itfelf, and forms a flriking contra fi: 
to many other of his regulations. At the com- 
mencement of the rainy feafon, the natives af- 
femble for the purpofe of fowing their corn, and 
while they are employed in turning up the foil 
and depoiiting the feed, the k\n^, ?^u^\\^^^V^ 
hjg meleks and a train of foWow^x?*, ttvV^-^^ ^^ 
Hejds, and makes feveral ho\ea in vVi^ ^xqvx^^v 
fJib his own haudA This cui]tom> vJVk\c\v*\"^^^^^^^ 
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lar to that of the Egyptiao monirchsy recited li^ 
Herodotus^ is faid to prevail iii Bornoo, an4 oth^j 
countries, in this part of Africa. Mr. Broirxi»' J 
feems to imagioe it a part of the Mahometan pre- 
cepts, traofmitted to pofteritj. When the corti 
is fufficiently ripeoed to adadt of hanrefl^'t 
number of flaves aod woicien are eaaployel Itt' 
breaking off the ears, depofiting theib in l>aflbel% ^ 
and carrying them froos the field, while the ftnNf^ ' 
is permitted to ftand, till it is either Tc m cimd tot ] 
thatch, or applied to fome other nfeftil por^jSle;* • 
The grain is then threflied, in an awkwm IMft* 
ner, dried in the fan^ apd treafored np io a eavif 
ty in the earth, the ))ottom and fidea of wUck 
are covered with cha tF,' to exclnde the ▼ermbk' 
In this manner they keep their majixe in toler^ 
ble prefervation. ^yhen they defign to ofe it for 
food, it is ground to flour, boiled in the form of a* 
polenta, and eaten with milk, or afavoarite faoce 
of pounded meat and onions. 

Their cakes, of the fame material, called fnof* 
ments, or fedions, are ufbd as a fubftitate for 
bread 3 and, if dexteroufly proftared, oar antbor 
affirms, they are not unpalatable : they are alfe 
eaten with the above-mentioned faace^and fonie- 
times with milk, or even water. 

The houfes are generally built of clay, inih a 
light roof, that ferves to fhelter the inmates from 
the inconvenience of an ardent fun, or a fnddeB 
fhower. The edifices of the more opnleot are 
plaiflered, and coloured with red, white^ aod 
black. The apartments are of three kinds, one 
of which, called the donga, is a fquare of twenty 
feet by twelve, covered with a few light l>eaim» 
fome coarfc mats, a quatvlVl^ ol (iQLtcudftdUnet «^ 
M fmooih coating of c\aY •> \)afe ^cj«t cwi&S.%^^ 
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fipgle plank, hewn out with the axe, and is fe- 
cured by a padlock, as forming the repofitory of 
all their property. The Kournak is rather larger 
than the donga, open in front, and thatched with 
the draw of the maize, this is accounted much 
pkafanter in fummer than the more confined 
buildings, and is therefore appropriated to repoie 
and the reception of company. The other apart- 
ment, called the fukteia, is of the fame kind as 
the kournak, but of a circular form, and from 
fifteen to twenty feet in diameter; this is de- 
igned exclulively for the accommodation of the 
women. The height of thefe buildings depends 
entirely on the will of the owner; they are, how- 
ever, in general about feven feet, except the donga, 
which is twelve or fifteen, the floor of each is co- 
vered with clean fand, which is changed as often as 
occafion requires. A large and commodious houfe, 
fitted to the ufe of the moft wealthy merchants, 
contains a double fuite of thefe apartments, and 
is fometimes furnifhed with a rubbukn, or ad- 
ditional (hed, where a company may nt» and con- 
rerfe in the open air. The interior fence of the 
houfe is generally of clay; the exterior univer- 
fally a thick hedge of dried, thorny branches, 
which fecures the cattle and precludes the pof- 
fibility of the flaves efcaping ; but which, never 
taking root, is gloomy and ungrateful to the eye 
of a fpeidator. Such of the villagers* houfes as 
rife above the appellation of huts, are built in 
the form of the fukteia, but their fubOance is 
only.ftraw, or fome other material, equally coarfe 
and infecure. 

In their perCom, the natives o^ T>vc^\x\ vc^ 

by DO means remarkable fot cXeatiVvtvc^'i* «^ '^"^ 

^Mce ofperfsa sijpd falutaty aUuWw^* v\ve.i T^ 

VoLrXXia K ^ 
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their flefli with a preparation of butter and fo^ 
naceous pafle, which is oertainlj efficaciooi in-tiiQ 
removal of accidental fores^ and the effe&. of a 
confiant tranfpiration. The female fla.vea are ex- 
tremely dexterous in the application of it» and to 
undergo the operation is one of the refinemeotf 
of African fenfuality. Though the Forianaj it 
calling themfelves the dilfciples of Mehomet» am 
attached to every fuperfUtious formality in their 
devotions^ their hair is ibldom combe<C or theit 
bodies completely waibed. It is true, thcf aft 
(Grangers to the ufe of foap» and their coontiy if 
entirely deiiitute of hatha* Their intervidi,ofc 
toil and repofe are governed wholly by inclioa* 
tion or convenience^ without any efiablKhed ndc^ 
Their labours are frequently ren6we4» beneatb 
the fcorcbing heat of the meridian fun> andthdr 
nodurnal ilumbers are commonly diflurbed» d- 
ther by a dread of robbers, or by the mufquitoes^ 
and other noxious infefts^ that abound in their 
climate. 

Their difpofition feems more cheerful than 
that of the Egyptians, and that gravity, wbicl^ 
is infpired by the precepts of their prophet, feems 
but ill adapted to their inclinations. With their 
fermented liquor, called buza, they are frequent- 
ly inebriated, and have fometimes committed 
fuch exceilesin their convivial moments, that all 
the property of a village has been forfeited to- 
the king, and the inhabitants puniibed for their 
mifcond^udt, by an expofure to the aK>ft fevere' 
poverty. In the year 1795, the fultan publKh- 
ed an cdi&, wherein be forbade the ufe of thai j 
Jlqaor, under pain of deaO:^*, ^^.v^ lw^\i^«^>5w^ •' 
attachment of the peov>\e to vW\x >nox\V^^\s«h«i*^ 
^^e, that they frequeuvVy vad\A%^^ ^^*^^^^^ 
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drinking, from fun rife till fun fet, during which 
time Mr. Browne fuppofes each man to have 
fwallowed near two gallons of buza. Fortunate- 
ly for the natives, it has a diuretic and diapho* 
rctic tendency, which precludes any danger from 
fuch unreafonable libations. 

Dancing is pradtifed by both fexes, in Dar Fur, 
and their fondnefs for this amufement is fo great, 
that even the flaves will dance, in their fetters, to 
the mufic of a little drum. Each tribe feems to 
have its appropriate dance, which is diHinguiihed 
by a peculiar name, as that of Ftir is called Se- 
condari, that of Bukkara, Bendala, &c. fome are 
grave, others lafcivious, but generally con fitting 
of violent bodily exertions, rather than of ele- 
gant attitudes or graceful motions. 

The vices of cheating, lying, and thieving, 
with all others, of a (imilar nature, are almod 
nbiverfal to thcfe people, with whom the mod 
trifling property cannot be trufted out of the 
owner's fight. In matters of traffic, the parent 
exults in deceiving thcfon, and thefon triumphs 
in overreaching his father j w})ile, in their ordina- 
ry con ver fa ti on, both God and their prophet are 
' lightly invocated^ to fandion the mod palpable 
falfehoods. 

The natives are univerfally polyg^mifts, and 
nfaally take both free women and (laves, without 
any other limitation than that of their own in- 
clinations, though the precepts of the Koran im- 
ply, that they (hall only keep four free women, 
and as many (laves as they can conveniently 
maintain. The fultan hasupwatds o^ ?k.\\wTi^\^^ 
»fthe former ckfs, and many oi Vi\^ TOfc\0«».%Vv^^^ 
iwenty or thirty. 
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Tb«i^c1iiirt£kor, treatmentr aod iitaatioiDi bf 
womea are efleotially different from diofe wi 
mark the manners of other parts in Africa* 
to tbofe wiuch are e(lab)i(hei in Europe* 

In contradiiiindioo to the Egyptian woa 
thofe of Soudan* on the arrival of a firanger* ei 
remain in their feats» or only retire to a itnall 
tance, where they pafs and repafs about theii 
dinarjr bufinefsy within fight of the men. 
£gypt» a veil is the invariable gXiardiap of 
or pretended modefly ; but in Dar Fur, no wo 
attempts to conceal her face, except (be be 
wife of fome great perfonage. The middle 
lower claiies are contented with a flight co 
ingt of > a cotton cloth* wrapped round the w 
and another ezadlj fimilar, in fize* ibape, 
qoality, thrown carelefsly over the ftioulders 

Some of the moft laborious offices are hen 
figned to the females* who prepare the foil* 
the corn* affift in the harvefi* reduce it to fl 
and, finally, convert it into bread. They I 
wife prepare their bu (band's meals, waih 
clothes, draw water* cleaofe the apartmt 
and patiently endure the fatigues of a 1* 
pedefirian journey ; while their hufbands 
mountrd, iJiy, on an afs. At home* howc 
the voice of the woman has its full weight* ai 
concurrence is indifpenfibly necefiary in e 
ectnomical Arrangement; and, notwithftan* 
her corporeal exertions in the day, her rc«o 
tion of real* or fuppofed injuries, is generally 
ficiently ftrong, to furniih matter for querc 
upbraiding or pointed farcafms. 
t Whoever unites himfelf in the matrimc 
b^nd with the daughter of a king* or pow< 
mehk, may i^ideed gratify Vu*n^vuVj>\wiV 
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nerer expe^ to find any folid advantage from 
their unian, as (he is the abfolute moderatrix of 
his family, and his authority is foon reduced to a 
cypher. Of his real, or reputed offspring, he has 
no difpofal, either with regard to their (ituation, 
government, or inftrudion. The princefs, who 
has vouchfafed to honour him with her hand, 
claims, in return, ah unlimited right over all his 
poifeOionft, and her moft linreafonable caprice 
muft either be treated with the greateft indul- 
gence, or her difpleafure is foon fucceeded by 
the more dreadful vengeance of the incenfed mo- 
XMrch. 

The troops of Dar Fur are, by no means, cele- 
brated for their ikill, perfevcrance, or intrepidity; 
but, on the contrary, the people ufually rely on 
the Arabs, who follow them to the field, and who 
may be properly denominated the fultan*s tribu- 
taries/ They are indeed capable, with other fa- 
vages^ of enduring extreme hunger and thirft j 
, but, even in this particular, they have no fuperi- 
ority over their neighbours. They retain an in- 
veterate animofity againft the natives of Kordo* 
fkUf who are, in 'their turn, equally implacable 
againft the Furians. Our author is of opinion, 
that this unvaried animofity refults from a jeal- 
oufy of trade, as by their relative pofition Kordo- 
fan is confidored as the mofi: pradicable commu- 
nication between Fur and Mecca, and the cara- 
vans are unable to proceed from Suakem to Fur, 
without firft obtaining permiliion of tji6 gover- 
nors in Kordofan. 

Current coin is never feen in Sovidt!iiA,t,'iw^^^\. 

at El Father, where gertain uu ntv^'&^xe ^xN^'^'vvi. 

exchange for fmall articles*, \Wvt Ni\vx'!i» ^^^^* 

eveo is la fomc degree arbitrary, titi^ V\x€vt Vi^^ 

K3 
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fo vanoa9»that Mr. Br6Woe ^^fervet,'^ 
twQliro and fometioiet one liabdrei i 
of them i^re gi ven* for a certaiii qoaatiti 
Aaftrian d^Slars, and fome other fil 
broQght from BgjpU are appropriated 
coratioo of the ladies $ their ttiCe io di 
yer, if by no means general, . ■ 

As gold is not found v:iUtin the Ikn 

empire, it is rarely feen in the market 

does appear, it is ufually in the form 

each weighing about hve penny w 

which fiate it is brenght from Seonaar 

None bat the Egyptians will receive 

b&bt or other ftimped money. The t 

cles that pad corrent, are fuch as bel 

dnofs of the natives; as beads, ami 

dotb^ kohhel and rea ; befides which, 

£onally traffic with ilaves» oxen, and c 

. Previous to the eftabliOimeot of Ida 

Furiaps feem to have formed itineran 

ji which tlate are many of the furroundi 

at prefent. In their perfons they diflfe 

Guinea negros. Their complexion is f 

part black, and their hair ihort and woo 

ibme of them are feen with it of the 

eight or ten inches, which they efteem 

lar mark of beauty. The Arabs, who 

^ is confiderable, within the empire, re 

vf original features, colour, and languag 

(I dom intermarry with any but their o^ 

y! The ilaves, who are brought from Feri 

S iind of Idolaters, exadly refembie tl 

p; of Guinea, and have a language p 

^ tbemfelves. 

^" At £1 Fa(her, and in moll 6f the to\ 

Cobb6j which we have a\tea^d^ 4t^cc 
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chief refidence of foreign cnerchaQts, the vernar 
cular idiom is comnionly ufed, though the Ara- 
bic is generally underilopd. All judicial proceed- 
ings held in the prefence of the fultan^ are con<* 
da6ked In both languages; being fpoken in the 
one» and immediately trauQated into the other 
by a tergimdn, or interpreter. 

Next in rank to the officers of date are the 
£aquis> or priefts* fome of whom have been edu- 
cated at Cairo, but the generality of them in 
fchools, in their own country. They are totally 
^nqrant of every thing, but what relatei imme- 
diately to the Koran. Their fed is that of the 
loum Malek, whofe tenets are held by mod oif 
the inhabitants of northern Africa, except the 
Egyptians. 

The revenues of Dar Far arife from a duty on 
on all merchandife, which in many ioftances 
amounts to a tenth ; forfeitures, for mifdemea- 
nors, which are entirely at the difpofal of the 
monarch, and rigorouily demanded $ annual pre- 
fents from every inhabitant, according to his 
rank and fortune j occafional prefents from mer- 
chants, petitioners, and others; one tenth of 
horfes, oxen, (beep, or camels, exa^ed from the 
Arabs; an annual tribute of com, from every 
village; and the entire produce of the weftern 
didrid, called Gebel mawa, which yields an 
abundance of wheat, wild honey, and numerous 
articles, that are appropriated to the fultan*s ta- 
ble. The king is likewife the chief merchant in 
the empire, and muft confequently receive a con- 
fiderable advantage, from the quantities of his 
own merchandife, that are le^vxWVj c»\\\^^ \tv 
ihe caravsLus to £gypt, and atcit^c^>3ic?ci>\^\»^v^^^^ 



by his nwn dependcnis agaiofl Egyptian articles, 
in the countries adjacent toSouclnn, 

Such are the tatht which our author either re- 
lated UoTG aftual obfervatioti, or received from 
perfoDs of the rooft unimpeachable veracity ; but 
as every degree of jritelligonc«j however fmallt 
might probably facilitate a farther progrefs in 
this patt of Africa, or yield fome fali&faftion to 
the curious reader, as relating to region*" hither-^ 
to imperleftly defcrihed, he has prefentcd th« 
public wiih the following mircellaneous re- 
marks on Dar Fur, and focue of ihc adjacent 
couutvies. 

At *bfr cerertiouy 6f leathering (be kettle* 
drum^ the Farians are reprefonted as prn6tif\Tig 
many fuperftitious cuftomsj among which, they 
arc faiti to n:iurder a young boy and girl> in the 
'form of a facrific^. Many idols are certainly 
worfiiipped by the women of the fbltan's Ha- 
renri] and when the mountaineers are in want of 
rain, they otVcr a kind of facrifice to an imagina- 
ry being, whom they defcribe as the deity of the 
mouotaius. 

, The people of Dageou, a country on the wefl-; 
are fald to have come from the vicinity of Tunis ; 
to have conquered the country, now called Fur, 
and to have held it in their polTefiion, till tbeir 
power was ex ha oiled, by frequent civil con ten- 
tion^!, upon which the prcfent rac^e of kings fuc- 
ceededi though from what origin our author could 
not pofllbly difcover. It is faid, that the people 
of D.jgpou had a cviftom of kindling a fire on the 
JTJ^^uj^n ration of their king* which was carefully 
Af'pi u/i, til! the hour c^ i\\^*ie^\V\. ^.l^v^Cenr 

«B/ed foltans before a uevJ v^t^t^^^i ^^^ ^'^^^ 
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tbe one ht chufes, they venture to predift, that 
his condbd will be (imilar iq that of its fonner 
pofleffbr. 

In Kordof^n, the' people were governed by a 
king, named Abli Calijc, whom they BiW regard 
with the greateft love and veneration, and 
who, during a period of fourteen years, has been 
always renowned for his juHice and probity. The 
kings of Kordofan had been deputed by ths 
Mecque of Sennaar, till after the death of the 
fon of this celebrated prince, when it was reduc* 
ed under the power of the Furians. 

Afnou, a country beyond Bornou, to the weft- 
ward> is reputed to produce fo great an abund* 
ance of (ilver, that defend ve armour, conAraded 
of that metal, is frequently worn by the natives. 
The coats of mail are repre(ented as extremely 
beautiful 3 and it is faid that pieces are formrd 
of the fame material, for tho proted^>n of the 
beads and breads of the warrior's horfes. 

Dar Kulla, among tbe fouthern countries, is *^ 
place of great refort, to the Jelabs of Bergoo 
and Fur, who trade jthither with fait, copper, &c. 
in order to procure flaves. Twelve pounds of 
fait is computed equivalent to the value of a 
male flave, and fifteen as the price of a female ^ 
if copper be the medium^ two rotals aM reckon- 
ed equal to four of fait. A large fort of Vene* 
tian glafs beads, called bpddur, are here held in 
^reat eftimation, and of tin are fabricated rings 
and Dtber perfonal ornaments^, The natives are 
defcribed as partly Negroes and partly of a cop* 
per colour ; their language is nafaU Y^t ^tcw^Vstvcv 
its con^uAloDs and eafiAy aUa\x\€i^\ x^tivt ^«h^ 
tion is idolatry, their perfon% c\«i«Lt\\^ » «^\^>X«e>x 
merooatilc fraofaaioaa maiTVLed hjWXi ^ V^T^ 
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pun^Uliou? honefif. In ihat partof theconntrf 
, known to the Jelabs> theie \s a fovereign ; tbc 
reft IS inhabited by a number of fmall tribes, who 
sre ruled by tbcir vefpcftive chiefs* They have 
fome ferrjpi, boars upon the nver, that are impel- 
led partly by poles and partly by a double oar* 
The natore of the fnil and the abundant luppljr 
of water are fo conducive to the growth of their 
trce^, Lhat many of theai, when hollowed outj 
are large enough to form a canoe for the accotn- 
modanoQ often perfons, 

Jchbsj who have vifued Dar Bergoo, defcribc 
the naiiTfis of that country as a warlike people, 
who fret^uently make war, by fadden incurfiont, 
?nd tpread ruin and devaftation over a conQder* 
ableipacein fliort time* Their women are al- 
ways left behind at (hefe times, which renders 
their military operations more fticcefsful than 
thofe of the Furians» who follow an oppofite 
practice- Some of the idolatrous nations, depend- 
ent on Bcrgoo, are fa Id never to retreat from an 
engagement; the beads of their fpears are heat- 
ed in a iire, by the females, who march in the 
rear> and they Jikewife make ufc of poifoned ar- 
rows. 

In a remote part of the Pagan country, called 

Gnuui Gnum by the Arabs, the people are de* 

fcribed as cannibals; and feveral flaves, brought 

from thence, have readily acknowledged, that 

they devour their prifoners of war- They alfo 

llrip the ikin from the hands and faces of thdr 

flaughtered enemies, and after fome flight pre* 

p.i ration, wear them as peculiar marks of tri- 

umph, Thdr fpeaT^i ov ■^aT)eX\^^ i\<^ cj^ \\aQ.^ 

y^^rotjght by tliemCeUcs, ^^i ^o\^qt\^^ \w \!&.^^ 

naoii dreadful manucv, b^ Wv^l^ Vi^^^t^ ^^ "^^ 
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'^8, and duck in the trunk of a particular 
ec, yrhich yields the mod deadly juice foe 
leir purpofe. 

After waiting in expe6tation of fome redrelb 
•r his wrongs, a confiderable time, at £1 Fafh- 
', our author was at length introduced t^ the 
[^lek Ibrahimj to the fultan, who having he^rd 
le nature of his complaint, addrefled himfelf in 
fhort, but energetic harangue, to All Hamadft 
le treacherous fador, and to Hoffien, a perfba 
ho had accufed the European falfely. *' One,** 
id he, turning to Ali, " calls himCelf wakll of 
le frank ; whereas, if he were a ftiercef and a 
6(lim, ^s he pretends, he mull know, that the 
w of Mahomet permits not a muflim to be 
akil to a Caffre; another calls himfelf his 
lend, yet both are agreed in depriving him of 
g property, and in ufurping the authority of 
e laws; henceforth, therefore, I am his wakiU 
id will grant him my prote6tion." All the 
rties were then commanded to retire to the 
»ufc of Mufa Wullad Jeffiin, melek of the Je- 
>s, whofe appropriate jurifdi^ion extends to 
e concerns of all foreign merchants. 
On his introdu6tion to this man, who was de-'' 
'ibed by all who knew him, as polTeffing a 
undlefs ambition, together with the moft coil* 
mnorate di Simulation -, Mr. Browne was agree* 
ly. furprifed, by the graceful dignity of his 
ixiners, and a more polilhed converfatien, than 
bad yet experienced in the country. During 
reo days, our traveller was honoured by Utting 
tb him, and partaking of the ^TaN*\^Aot\% ^^^^\p 
ywaed bis iabl6; with an abundant^ \^ tv'^'^ ^ ^^ 
ife, fapply; and, inconfequcticft0^xXv\^ ^>^^'^ 
\hiDg amrk of favour, tAwi b«iki«^Vvowv ^^^^ 



townAnen tegan 'gradualll" to aJler, iiod Ifr, 
Brnvrne was foon refpeded by tbe principal peo* 
pie of the place. 

Haviiiff givieD a fall and^.fatisfaAory acooont 
of the loib be bad fbftained» finco bit arrhml if 
Dar Far* oor antbor rcodval, fo ooiitenpi^|Me'a 
coaipe||fiitioDb)r,wa7 of redrpfti tbat Iie|kM» 
€% oMervea» be was HtfiUud witb tbe mockeij 
fMjMwt jd. oeeeffitatad to tbank biaoj^eflbci 
t» ibat^ wbicb was mer^y rendered iiUDoaipleifl^ 
by their cormption and malignity. 

Tbe firft week of the montb Rabia d Adibj 
iRraa dtftkigiuflied by a fefUval, called/ «« tbo ka- 
thering of tbe kettle-drum.** During ittcohitU 
. nnaneey wbicb js afnally eight or tea day% 4d| 
the inhabitants, exoept~abfomte mendicatita. iil|| 
obliged to prefent their ibrereign witb fiiaM 
mark of nifpeAi according to their rank, and 
the meteks accompany their congratulations witb 
prefents, of conquerable value. In return Ibr 
this involuntaryiliberality of the people, tbe fol« 
tau*s kitchen is thrown open for the public ; bnt 
fo great a number of animals. are daughtered on 
the firft day, that the greater part is obliged to 
be eaten in a corrupted ilate. This fedival is alfo 
marked by a review of tbe troops but as their 
equeflrian ekercifes are nothing more than an 
awkward imitation of the Mamelukes, a parti« 
. cular defcription muft of neceffity prove uftiDfie- 
reliing to .t he reader. 

In the iummerof I7<)4, five men were brooi^t 

from fomt of the provinces to £1 Eaiber, imder 

an acc'i ration of coTreCponding with the rd>cUi^ 

OU8 leader, in Kordof^, 11Vft% <^\^ ^^% tom^ 

ed fafficlenl by tbe {uViftu, \o ^«ecLQ?^^E«B«^»^^ 

and be accordiogty iffaed oxxvYi^««^«^*^^«* 
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execution, without any form of trial, or farther 
inveftigation of the bufinefs, A little after noon 
they were led to the' market-place, loaded with 
chains, and efcorted by a few of the royal flaves, 
while feveral meleks were commanded to artend^ 
that they might know what to expe6t, if they 
fhould ever prove remifs in their duty. Three 
of the prifoners were very young men, the young- 
eft apparently feventeen years of age The exe- 
cutioner gave them time to utter a ibort prayer^ 
and then plunged a knife in the neck of the old- 
eft, exaftly in the fame manner as they (laughter 
a (heep; he fell, and ftruggled for fome time, 
when the others fufFered in their turn. The two 
£rft had borne their fate with great refolution, 
but the three laft were much agitated, and the 
face of the youngeft was bedewed with tears. 
Scarcely had the fpedatora fatiated themfelves 
with a view of this horrid facrifice, when the 
ftaves of the executioner brought forward a 
fmall block, and cutoff the feet of the viftims 
with an axe, in order to obtain their fetters, and 
then left the bodies as they were, till private hu- 
manity afforded them a peaceful grave. 

Towards the end of the year 1795, a body of 
troops was reviewed, previous to their marching 
to Kordofan, where near half the army had pe- 
ri ftied of the fmall-pox. Upon this occafion the 
fpoils of Haftlem were oftentatioufly exhibited, 
confifting of eighty (laves ; five hundred oxen, 
and two hundred fine camels. The whole pro- 
ceflTion clofed with eighty horfes, and many arti-' 
clcs of inferior value, borne by (V^cves^ >n\m\^ n^^-^ 
populace rent the air " wltVi eT.e\2LTCv><\ovx^ ^^» 

•' Loag live the SulUn, may God t^xi^^^: Vv«>- 

\i6torioafi.** 
Vol. XXUI. l ^ 
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As dariag bis refidence at £1 FaAer and 
Cobbe, Mr. Browne bad received many aiTur- 
ances, that the mooarcb intended to detain him 
in the country, he prudently threw out many 
bint8> which reached the royal ear, and ultimate- 
ly proved of the greateft advantage. He theii^ 
drew up a petition to the fultan. in which he re^ 
peated the nature of his fufferingSy and eameftiy^ 
begged leave to proceed on his journey to Kordo^ 
fan. To this requeft^ however, no anfwer was 
given, and Mr. Browne^ therefore, prefented 
himfelf at court, in order to obtain fome fatif- 
fa6tion. No anfwer was dill given to that part 
of the petition which related to our autbor'a pro* 
grefs; but the fultan, who had received the ?aloe 
of feven hcndred and fifty piaClres, in goods^from 
the European, condefcended to give him twenty 
indifferent oxen, that were only worth a litde 
more than one fixth of that funi. ** The fiate 
of my purfe," fays our traveller, *' would not per* 
mit me to refufe this paltry fupply, and Il^de 
adieu to £1 Fa(her, as I hoped, for ever." 

Having made fuitable preparations for his joar- ' 

ney into £gypt, he now joined the chabir, or 

leader of the caravan, who was encamped at Le 

Haimer, about three days joQrney front Cobb£, 

and who commenced his route on the fixth day 

of the fecond month after the Ramadan. The 

caravan then proceeded by Bir el Malah, Legbeaj 

Sell me Sbeb, and Elwah. Their provifions were 

coarfe, and In fmall quantity, which, together 

yvhh heal and fatigue, affliSTed our author with 

a diif/rhoBa. At Beiris ihey were met by a ca- 

/hef, who welcomed Vbe lt:\e\s& ^\v\i ^ ^\^^\v) of 

/ire- works, treated iWvft V\vVi eottet* «^\ >^\t.- 

fented to each of i\x© cYiv^t m^cViwx* «.^viv^ 
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of coarfc cloth, for which, however, he cxpeded a 
(lave in return, whofe value was ten times as great 
as the prefent. On our author's arrival at Aflitit, 
he was much debilitated, by the effed of his di- 
arrhoea and an abftinence of four months from 
animal food ; but after a repofe of about three 
weeks, his diforder was coniiderably abated^ and 
he was enabled to proceed to Cairo. 

On the 2d of December, 1 '/QG, Mr. Browne de- 
parted from the Egyptian capital, and failed 
down the Nile, in a fmall boat, towards Damiet- 
ta. His little voyage afforded no remarkable in- 
cident, but he pafTed feveral contiderable towns, 
among which he hnentions Manfura, as being rp- 
markable for the defeat of St. Louis, as is prc« 
ferved in memory by its appellation, which fig- 
nifies> *' The place of vidory.** During a flay 
of only a few hours, it was impolfible to afcer- 
taiD the extent of its population, 8cc. but our au- 
thor obferves, its (ituation is fo well adapted for 
trade, that moft of the inhabitants are in eafy 
circa mdances. The mofques amount to feven, 
and the government is veiled in a caflief, who 
18 deputed by Ibrahim Bey. 

In the fame route, about half way between 
Cairo and Manlura, are dtuated Miet Ghram- 
mer and Sifte, on oppoGte banks of the Nile. 
They are both towns of the fecond order, and 
abound withMahonaetan inhabitants. Tbebreadth 
6f the river does not here exceed three hundred 
ytirds, bat its depth is confiderable. It may here 
l>e proper to obferve, that the greatcft breadth of 
the Nile, when free from inundation, may be eC- 
timated^at rather more than otte-vVv\t^ o^ ^tscCv^* 
/d the narrowed part, the dvftauct.\>t,v««ft^ ^^ 
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bnnks may be one hundred yards; the depthj 
from three to twenty- four feet. 

In the Delta* are feveral large towns^ of 
^\}lich the chief is Mehalle el Kebir, the next 
in (ize and importaace^ are Semtneneid and Me* 
nuf. 

On the 5th of the month, our traveller arrived 
at the noted port of Damietta, which prefentsa 
beautiful afped, on the firft approach from tbe 
fouth, as the town is built on a gentle bend of 
the river, fomewhat in the form of a crefcent; 
and is furrounded with a chaftning extent of 
ciiUivation, that reaches to the lake of Manzale. 
The foil is almoft unrivalled in point of excel- 
lence, and is richly clothed with an exuberant 
vegetation, rendered peculiarly delightful, by» 
profufion of orange and lemon trees, that difiofe 
their aromatic odours round the country, while 
the celebrated papyrus fprings up, in verdant 
fpikes, to hide the deformity of the adjacent 
ditches. 

This plant was formerly produced in fuch 
abundance near Damietta, that deeping mats 
\vcrc formed of it, and were transported to 
feveral parts of Lower Egpyt. But (ince the ig- 
norance and fupcriority of the Mamelukes have 
permitted the channel of the Nile to defert its 
proper bed, and confcquently to give accefs to the 
fea water, the plants of papyrus, and all the other 
vegetables, have gradually drooped and expired, 

* To form a general idea of the Delta, the reader may 

contt'inplate a vaft plain, interferVed by fmall channeii) in 

nl) dirctlions. The canal oC Menuf is alraoil the only 

coij /idcTdblc ftrcatn by v»/h'\cVv, v<\v.Yv v^t ^S\^^tvtt c^S. ^vixk^v 

the iiitciHUcs arc waUicd aud Vviom^v \.«i \}cLt \iXm^^S»- 
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tnidft the rnfalubrious efBuvia of a marine 
iarfli. Formerly the papyrus was known to 
row to the height of nine feet ; the (iem was 
bout an inch in diameter, and fufficiently ftrong 
3 ferve for the purpofe of a walking ftick. 

Mulberry trees and plantains frequently em« 
elliCh the gardens of Damietta. The tetbyma- 
I89 or wart weed, abounds in the neighbourhood* 
cammony is by no means uncommon $ and lu- 
srne grows, in various parts, with furpriflng Idx- 
nance. The eaftern fide of the river, from Da- 
lietta to the northern extremity of the coafi, con- 
fta entirely of fand hills, and the greateft part of 
ie road is lined with reeds. 

The tbwn is conftantly enlivened by trade, as 
: 18 the dep6t between Egypt and Lvbia, and 
le mart for all. the produaions of tne Delta, 
ts European commerce is now very fmall, a few 
'cnetian and Ragufan veflels fometimes bring 
3chineal and other commodities, and formerly 
lere were feveral French merchants, bat their 
lifcondud was fucb» with regard to the ladies^ 
iat the natives in(ifted upon their expulfion. 

Of ruins, there are two mounts, near the eaft- 
rn extremity of the town -, on the moft north- 
ro of them is part of a ftrong brick waU, fald 
y have been part of an ancient cafile. From 
bus elevation may be feen the places, called 
be Field of Blood, where the conflid between 
be Chridians and Saracens is reported to have 
»een fo ob(^inate, that the earth and water were 
bCmguined for a coqfiderable time after the 
Mittle i and where St. Lonis^ accotdvck^ v^ >\iL^ 
irabs, was taken prifoner, 

Aa ancient round edifice, Ry\td iliaeTcrw^x c^ 
' Loma, baa bee^ lately fo owAx d:\\«cv^»''^ 
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that no vcfuge now remtiins, but a piece of brick 
wall, which originally flood on the outfide of the 
moal:, and of which the mortar i;^ equally hard 
■with the brick. The re^fidue of the material* 
was removed to the extremiry of the fhore, by 
order (if Mohaninaed Bey Abu-dhabab, wfaofc: 
fear of the Rullians induced him to erefit a fort|, 
at a great expe^nce; which, being built on thcj 
faod, is now in a ruinous condition, sind partly^ 
furrounded by tbe water. 

Two mofques were obferved in the town hf 
our apthor, wbicb he pronounces the only objeft^ 
won by of further remark, Ooe of tbem is an 
ancient*, famous editice, faid to have been ereft- 
ed on the riiins of a Cbrlftian church. It is of^ 
conliderable exttnt, and contains a number of 
marble columns, one cf which is of porphyry^ 
and another of red granitp. One, of yellow and^ 
white marble, is fuppofed by the fupeTftitlous 
natives, to have the virtae of curing the jaun- 
dice, arid' !s frequently fcraped by the poorer 
clafs, who aAualiy drink the powder, as an in- 
fallible redorative. The other mofque is a rich 
foundation, reputed to maintain near fix hundred 
indigent (hechs, who are either paralytic or afllift- ■ 
ed with blindnefs. 

Of the population of Damietta, fome idea 
may be formed, from the number of mofques, 
which are faid to amount to fourteen. There is 
likewife a Greek convent, which is appropriated 
to the accommodation of drangers, as there is 
no caravanfera in the place. A confiderable 
manufaftory is alfo eflabli(hed> for qotton and 

* This mofque is aQ\/ dcfcittd^ ^^vtti^^gtwx "««»&««> 
fitllea to decay. 



IMF EGYPT AND LYBIA. 215 

linen cloths^ that are fold for the ufe of the 
bath and other domeftic purpofes. 

The lake Manzalo« already adverted to, is rjther 
more than thirty miles in Jengtb^ and is navigat- 
ed by a number of fm^ll veffelsj that are either 
employed in fiiliing or in tranfporting pafTen- 
gers to and from the iflands. This lake abounds 
with a fort of mullet, called c6ri, which isdried> 
and falted at Damietta^.^rom whence it is fent^ 
through Lower Egypt and Lybia, to Cyprus. It 
18 eaten with avidity by the poorer clafs of peo- 
ple^ and'by the Chriftians« in their days of abliin« 
ence^ though it affords an infipid and infalubri- 
oas meal. The defert iflands, that diverfify the 
appearance of the lake, are occafionally vifited 
by gre^t numbers of aquatic birds^ which are en- 
fnared in nets, and furnifh a livelihood to many 
perfons, who carry them to market. The water 
of this lake isbracki(b, but not flrongly impreg* 
Dated with fait. Where the moft eaderly branch 
of the Nile fell into it, are ftili fome remains of 
the city of Tunis ; but our author bad no oppor- 
tunity of gratifying himfelf and the public^ by 
an examination of the fpot. 

Qditting Damietta, on the IQth of January, 
^797* Mr. Browne embarked in a fmall trading 
Teflel, bound to .the coaA of Lybia, and com- 
manded by an Arab, The weather proving flormy, 
and the mariners feeing extremely unlkilful, the 
voyage was rendered very dangerous, and part of 
the cargo, confiding of rice and raw hides, was 
of necelfity thrown overboard, while another 
veflel,.that failed in company, was fwallowed up 
in the mercilefs deep. At len^VVi,\voM)e.N^\» >^^ 
ieaaaen difcovcrcd the mouut^u ot Q^v^x-a.* '^.^^ 
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ahbi^ii prifcrfliMe p^iTage of five dajs, our traveUer 

landed nt the tiiWD of YafFc* 

Th% fillikiitioil ^f tbi$ town, which is neatly 
built of flbitey is f0 very unequal, tbat the (Ireets 
are{Hi7ed^-ld ilept. It contauifl three fmali coo- 
Vents of Chriatan^r viz. Armenian, Greeks and 
RtMnan CathoKci and a few Jews, The town is 
walled, aad*haii'tfarce gates, two of which aiC 
remain^ bbtone 6t the principal ones h fliut up. 
It is provid^' wiA ao excellent wharf, an objed 
rattier iaLtrttotrdinary in tht; Levant} but ililps can- 
Dot po^Uj^CCMBfUp to it, nor is there any Tacure 
placcf of iAidWrijIJii. The air was formerly deem-* 
ed'uAUtidWf/6bthas been lately purified by the 
drainii^^- or the adjacent marfties. The beauti- 
ful and eMlSllfifef groves of orange and lemon 
trees, whicU f6tm6r\y embelli^cd the neighbour- 
liidod, ha^e, however, been detiroyed, in the lieges 
undertaken by Ali Bey and his fucceflbr, Mo- 
hammed Abu^'dhabab, when the Mamelukes cut 
down thefe charoiibg trees, for the parpofe of 
fuel. The government is now mild, being veft*- 
ed in an officer, appointed by the port ; and, not* 
withdanding the commerce is fmall, the popnla* 
tion gradually increaling^ may be computed" at 
near ^ven tboufand individuals. Water is fcarce> 
being carried by the Woolen, thoif|h there u a 
fmall river in the vicinage. One of th^ gover- 
nors deligned to remedy this inconvenience, bat», 
previous to the execution of his laudable plan, be 
fuffered an untimely deatbj by pommand of Jeft» 
zar Pafha, of Damafcus. / 

Having procured two mules, for htmfelf and 
Jjis fervant, and having c\>ta\tkejdL^^TtCL\^\cn\€(QaoL 
ihc agent of the convent, lo N\^Vlw\i^«\eoDk»'Wail 
Srowne proceeded to BMia» ^ftwxV i^wox ^ro 
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hours, where he arrived fafely> after viewing fe- 
ven villages, in his way from Yaflfe. 

Rama is pleafiantly fituated^' on a good foil ; 
fnrniihed with a fpacious and well- bunt convent, 
of the Francifcan order, and rendered peculiarly 
interefling, by the proximity of fome ancient 
groves of olive trees. 

Next morning, our traveller refumed his jour- 
ney, and proceeded over a rugged, barren, and 
mountainous country, till about fun-fet, when 
he entered the gate of Jerufalein. His fervant, 
having loitered behind, was flopped by fome 
wandering Arabs, thrown from his mule, and 
robbed. As the weather was intenfely cold, and 
fnow began to fall, the profped of the celebrated 
city was not then fufficiently interefting, to gra- 
tify the European's expt^dation. Jt is feated on 
an eminence, and iH walls, which remain tolera- 
bly perfe6t, and are conftruded of a reddilh Rone, 
form the chief obje6t in the approach The reli- 
gious of Terra Santa are poflcfled of great pow- 
er, and their manufacture of reliques, crucifixes, 
chaplets, &c. is in a mod flourifhing date 3 yet 
the church of the holy fepulchre is fo fliamefully 
negleded, that the beams, faid to be cedar, are fall- 
ing to decay, and the whole roof is fo materially 
injured, that the fnow defcends into the midd of 
the church. The Armenians have a convent, 
that is exceedingly handfome, and fnificiently 
large, to yield accommodation for a thou fa nd 
pilgrims. The Catholic convent has a large, fub- 
terraneous cidern, which receives the fnow as it 
melts from the roof and other parts, and thus 
fupplies the monks with walw, &x ^ cwN&.^^va.- 
bJe part of the ycaXp 
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The Moadt of Olircit on the caft of (he c\ty^ 
^commands tbabpft vitm of Jeruislem. Iji front 
is the chief iiioic|tie* faid, by the Mahornctan^^ 
to contain the bod^ of Bolomon. From t he fa mfi ' 
monnttniiybefeeti, in dear weather, the DraJ " 
Sea, id' a^ difedibil nearly Ton th^esfli tlie inter* 
Teoing region is (extremely rocky> 

Thetombi of the kings are compofed of Tifiril 
rock,- and em1iellifl!ied..wlth Grecian fculpmre. 
On the ditophagi are numerous ornaments of 
fbitageatfi' flowera,. and each apartment \% {q- 
tWfA with a heavy ^nnelled door, of flone, 
they are ftippolU to have bceu cotiiirufled by 

. command of tbttM and his fuccenbrs^ who fwayv 
ed the fcdptre of JTodea -, but they are now vat* 

, tcrlaljjr injtired, 1^ the attempts of various pa* 
fons, tor difoover hidden trea fbreii. 

Bethlehem is fituated at the dlilaiice of iit 
miles, in a beautiful country, bl eft with a falabri- 
ous air and abundant fertility. The water it 
conveyed in a low aqueduct, which formerly paflT- 
cd to Jerufalcm. The Fans Signatus is a charm- 
ing fpring, yielding a conftant fupply to thic4. 
large cifterns, one of which is in lolerable pre- 
lervation. At a fmall diflatlce frorti thefe, a 
beautiful rivulet, called tbe Dclicise SolomoDis^ 
laves the herbage of the valley, and fertilise* 
feme fine gardens; while the circumjacent foif 
is richly clothed with an elegant affentblage of 
iig- trees, vines, and olives. 

About the fame diflance, towards the Wilder* 
nefs, {lands the convent of St. John, in the midft 
of a pidturefque and highly-romantic coontry« 

pleafantly fpotted w\tVk o\\ve ltte& ^tvi >i\xvt^*rS. 

The mode of agricuUute » Yiw^ c.iLtctxok^?)' ^« 
rloiis. As the couuuy ^Lboxwv^^ \ti iXst^^.Til- 
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logs and declivities, little walls are built, for the 
purj;K>fe of fudaioing the foil, and fornoiDg nar- 
row terraces. The earth is turned up with fnaail 
ploughsy drawD by oxen> and it requires a dexter- 
ous driver to turn his plough in fuch a manner 
as to avoid damaging the walls. The cultivation 
is generally crowned with abundant fuccefs. 

Of cattle, the breed is generally fmall j horfes 
are very fcarce $ and afles, refembling thofe of 
£arope, are commonly ufed for travelling. 

The population of Jerufalem may be edimated 
at near twenty thoufand fouls. The government 
is in the hands of an aga, who receives his autho- 
rity from the pafha of Damafcus; his troops, 
however, are fo inconiiderable, that the whole of 
Paleftine may be regarded as in the power of the 
Arabs. Arabic is the general language, except 
among the Greeks and Armenians. 1 he Chrif* 
tiao women, who abound in the city, arediflin- 
|rai(hed from the believers of the Koran, by white 
veils. The Mahometans, indeed, wear a (imilar 
article of drefs, but always of another colour. 

On the 2d of March, 1797, our author quitted 
Jerufalem, and after riding about thred hours, 
arrived at Beneth, where he devoted the night to 
repofe, and on the following day purfued his 
roate to Naplofa, the capital of tbedidrid called 
Samaria. 

This town is pleafantly fituated between two 
hills, opon one of which is the callle. It has 
feveral mofques, and carries on a conHderable 
trade with Damafcus and the coaft ; there is al- 
fo a cotton manafadure. The government is no- 
minallj ve/led in a perfon deputed Uoci >^^ "^"^^ 
tba of Damafcus, bat in fa& coadw^^^^^^ >^^ 
ripdptd labMbiuntB. The pop\j\aWoti \% Xvc^^-* 
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incladiog many Jewi of the Samaritao herefy; 
bxxt tbe natives are very koftile to ChrHliaas^ who 
have no eftabUQiaient bere. The adjacent coun- 
' try iiB agreeably diver6fic^ With hDUand valleys, 
and is in general covered with vines and mul* 
^ berry trtes. 

Daring tbe firft part of his journey from Na- 
plofa toNa%arctb, Mr. Browne observes the road 
was rocky apd mountainbos^ and he only difco- 
vered three villages ia the fpace of as m^nj 
hours; but tbe vales were literally filled with 
vines, fig-trees, and olives, and even the rocks 
were frequently ibaded with a charming variety 
of vegetation. Having paired the mountains 
£bal andGerisim^ he came to an ex tm live plain» 
of excellent land, from whence he dlfcovereda 
foaall fortrcjfSy which repnlf^ Jezzar Pafh^, who 
undertook to florm it with five thoufand men 
and feme pieces of cannon* It contains feven 
round towers, and has two gates. The Saraan- 
tan pea fan ts are a hardy, warlike raccj aod arc 
ufually well fupplied with arms, 

Sebafte, or Samaria, is now a contemptible, de- 
ferted village. Ginea is a decent town, and Na- 
zareth is a pleafant village, Situated on a gentle 
declivity. The generality of the inhabitants are 
Chriftians, who have a refpe^lable convent* At 
a fmall diftance is Mount Tabor, from whence 
there is a charming profpeft of tbe circumjacent 
country. 

Quitting Nazareth, our traveller proceeded for 

about fix hours, over a fertile rra^ of land, on 

which, however, but few villages appeared, to 

the city of Acr6, wYucb Vvt 4tfe\>o«a ^^x^iW-ifcli^ 

fpacious ; coil tftiningf torn f^^VftfeTi\oW?!cvV^>^»^ 

fBad individuahv aud\xw'vt*^^'iNtitii^Ti\JWk^ 

3 . **^ 
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£cc9. Its iituation is on a promontory, near a 
fmall golf, but it has no haven, in favourable 
weather, the (hipping is anchored near the fhore, 
but European veiTels anchor oppoiite a fxnall 
place, at the foot of Mount Carmel, called Haifa, 
where the water is generally fmooth. The trade 
of Acre is pretty conliderable. Broad cloth, tin, 
leadj and other articles, are imported from Eu- 
rope, in exchange for cotton ; and from Egypt 
there are large imports of rice. As the Egyp- 
tian foil is not fuited to the growth of cotton^ 
this article is a daple commodity of Lybia. 

The whole appearance of the city has been re* 
cently changed by the improvements and deco- 
rations of Achmet Pa(ha, who has built an ele- 
gant mofque and baths, two markets, a palace, 
and refervoirs for water. There are likewife 
three khans, or places for the reception of goods, 
and of travellers ; five or fix mofques, an efla- 
blifliment of Francifcans, and a Greek and Ar- 
menian church. Part of a double foflee dill re- 
mains, which formerly encircled the town, but is 
frequently dilapidated by the workmen, who are 
commanded to employ the materials in modern 
ftmdures. The peculiar revenue of the Paiha 
arifes from an impofi on wine, grain, meat, fi(h, 
and other articles of confomption ; the other re- 
fonrces flowing, as ufual, from the taxation of 
lands, the capitation tax on Chriiiians, and the 
coftoms. The paihalik of Damafcns, however, 
produces the greated advantages to Jezzar, who^ 
bj means of largefles at the Porte, contrived to 
idd this to his former government. tt\%\ss\V\r 
mrjr force was formerly eSimsLled aV W^\^ >\tfs^- 
nnd, bat at the time of ow au\.Viox'sN\^\.,^^^^^ 
>r greatly exceed one-thiTd ot i\vaX wwaJa^^* 
Vol. XXIH. ML ^ 
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Od the M of Aprils BCr. Bno«me left kcfEfytM 
order to parfue hU' joamcy to Sdde. - ThaMii 
raos neiMrthe fea-fidc^ ibroogh a ti^ck*: tkatii 
complctelf oterroo with thorot aod tfaifflflk 
Some few remaim of andqoitjr ware'difinimiit 
but ihcf were So icattored end defaced^ thafclt 
va9 icnpoflGlble lo goefo their lorigtoal deftioadclh * 
The ihare it abropt, add aoeempatiied with jtap 
wateri the vtllagiea thifilf (batteeed«rertiheAbi 
of the ooQiiUy» and the pepuhrtiott n«T trifl&j|) 

After (leqiiiig at the hieikCa of a flieeli». iotia 
fmali f jlhige, our Author, palled the fublitae ai^ 
pidurefi|qe€odoeoQe, known bj the aaoae «£»' 
White trpmoiitor^ lihe road it here cat thrttt^ 
the rochf which it of white, .caicaBeont ftoteb^oa* 
vered wkh bafliea w the^tight fide, hoi «tt dM|. 
left, prefeotiog an abrupt pfeci|Hce to the ooaMlb 
Thit road it ascribed, by the tradition 'of the iuh 
tives, to Alexander the Great. 

The next objed worthy of remark, it the Le- 
otitis, "an iacouiiderable ftreain, and eafiily ford- 
able, at the period of our traveller's journey ; hot 
in tbe wet feafon it fwells to a rapid torrenV ^ 
is ufually tbe cafe with moft of tbe riveri that 
defcend from tbe nwantains of Lybia to the fea. 
Proceeding acrofs four fmali dreams, ronniog 
over their beds of pure gravel, and the diy coar& ' 
of forae rivulets, Mr. Brovme arrived at Tyrc^ 
perfe^ly enchanted with tbe bright verdure aod 
elegant fcencry of the adjacent country* 

The oQcefamous and magnificent city of Tyr6> 

is now dwindled away into a fmali aflemfolage of 

/D/'/brabJe huts, dtuatedon the northern extiemityc 

of the ifle, and affoTd\i\%a tG^tew» \xi % €wr 

poor BChermen, who fcemed loXaWj \xw:»qAj;30S& 

of the daflic ground Om^ Xxod- "^^^ \to»» 
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which unites it \i'ith the continent, is about fix 
furlongs in length 5 the ifle itfelf is of an irregu- 
lar forni, and does not exceed half a mile at the 
broadeft part. The circumference of the ancient 
city could not, therefore, exceed twelve furlongs^ 
The ifle is now entirely dcftitnte of vegetation, 
nor were any fragments of antiquity dilcovered, 
except three mutilated columnf} of granite. 
Southward of the ifthmns were obferved, on the 
land fide, fome remains of an aquedud, that for- 
merly fupplied this city with water 5 a cillern, 
fomewhat refembling thofecrf the Fons Signatus ; 
and a fountain, that rifes with fufficient itrength 
to turn a mill. 

Purfoing his route over a narrow plain, by the 
fea-ihore, our author arrived at Seide, the an- 
cient Sidon, about fun-fet. This is a larger town 
than Acre, bled by nature with a falubrious air 
and pleafant lituation. The caflle, built by the 
celebrated Fakr el Din, is furroundcd by the wa- 
ter, and the magnificent palace, which he ereded 
in the Italian ftyle,is now entirely ruinous. There 
was formerly a convenient port, formed by a 
ridge of rocks 3 but it was filled up by command 
of the emir, to prevent the Turkiih veflels from 
entering. The fea here evidently encroaches on 
the land, as a large teifelated pavement, of varie- 
gated marbles, reprefenting a horfe, feftoons, &c. 
ftili remains clofe to the fea, on the northern ex- 
trcinity of the city. Several granite columns are 
worked into the walls, and fome of them are 
fixed as poi^s on the bridge leading to the fort. 
A part of the city wall ftill remains, with one 
gate, in the vicinity of which *w a ^td^A^*^^^ 
baiJding, that contains the tom>Q% oi VViC. txsiw^ ^V 
the Drafes, who died when SciAfe ^«i% \^ ^^^^ 
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poOeffiOD. : The^&le of Su Loots ^rialeBMr 
our aathort who obfenress thai it conmMin<to.tio 
city froiD «n>adjai:ent eminence on the footli." 

Therqstof houfes, and. the mode of litiit 
are mticii cheaper at $eide Ihan at Acre* aod^fhe 
goveromentHniider* fo that flraogeia are not liiilB 
to be infnited. The town U oompleleljr eOGdffr 
palTed with gardena» thatprodoce an abondimes 
of malbe;n7 ^'^^^ ^*^^ '* ^^^ chief comeaodil^ 
of traffic. .^ A coofiderable commerce, waa.ifa^ 
xoerly carried on with Marfeines, bnt in oanfe* 
quence of a djlagreemcHit between Pdba Jciiir 
and (bme Preotch fiidora, it .ha^.been annihilaldL 

From Seide^ oar author made ao ejienrilqii, fa 
the 6th of April, to rifit the difoia of KWP^ 
yf&Q, whm. he arrived after a ride ofiaboot fiMtf 
hom:S|ihafing^ra]vi:Hed over a pigged aibending 
road« till he reached the convent of Mochaolai^- 
wbich is pleafantly (ituated, in a romantic conn- 
try, about halfway up the acclivity. 

Next morning he vilited a convent of Maro- 
nites, in Xefrawan, where the neighbouring 
mountains are richly embelliihed with lofty firs; 
clothed with innumerable herbs and odoriferoos 
ihrubs -y and ftudded with flowers, whofe colonrs 
might vie with thofe of the rainbow. . Myrtles 
and lavender grow wild upon tbefe eminences, 
and the rofe of Jericho adorns the banks of the 
rivulets^ while the valleys are planted with a pro- 
fuiion of vines and ntiDilbcrry trees ; and corn, 
and lentils. are produced in furprifing abundance. 
The convent commands a capital profpeft of 
Seldc, the fea, and the adjacent coaft. 
The Ch riftianspoffetsmvicV^ie^iVct \.\xdul^ence 
in Xe/rawan than in olVieit ig\aic^^,^tk^ ^x^r:%ts^ 
i^eriHi'tted to anaounce t]Ue comtQew:^^«;u>L ^^- 



vtiie Arvioe by rin^itig of bells. The Maronite 
AfiStlicB are! by no means idle, as they ferve them* 
ieisires in the various' eapad ties of qooks,'C!rrpen« 
tets^ raylors, gardeners, &€. tfach having his dif- 
tiB^b province. . ' 

'Having fatisfied bis coriolity at'Kefraw^n, Mr. 
Browne returned to Seid6, and on the pth of 
Aprilj fet out for Beirtit, tii& ancient Bhyttis, 
where he arrived, after crofllng a trad of deep 
fknd, and pailing two rivers^ one of which was 
the Darner, or ancient Tamyras. 

Notwithdanding the (liameful negled and mu- 
tilation of the fine groves at Beiriit, fince the 
death of Fakr el Din, emir of the Drufes, who 
evidently delighted in its improvement, the ap- 
proach is even now grander to this town than to 
any other on the coaft of Lybia, The city itfelf 
is of fmall dimen(ions, and was nnwalled till it 
was affaalted by the Raffians, when Jezzar built 
the walls, with feveral towers, to give it a formi** 
dable appearance ; but this defence is extremely 
flight, and the flatnefs of the iituation is aifo a 
great difadvantage. It has a good and commo- 
dious wharf, and European veflels caft' anchor in 
the fummer near a fmall point of land, that runs 
into the fea before the city, and is denominated 
Beirut Point 5 but in the winter they prefer an 
anchorage, in a fort of gulf, towards the norths 
which is iheltered by the mountain from the 
drong winds, and is reputed exceedingly fccure. 
The ftaple commodity of the country is raw filk, 
exported to Cairo, Damafcus, Aleppo, and Eu- 
rope. A pottery is alfo eftablifted, from wheticfc 
jars and jugs are carried to a\\ paxU o^ >}nfc ^oraft-s 
a ad, from the peculiar nature o^ V\\^ ^«^> ^^^ 
beld in the bigbeA eftimation. YxoVv^ooa vt«^^ 
M 3 
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ther deqr; tbr fi^i is fuperior to that ofSeidc»- 
and ihcred wine of Libanus* which is brought. * 
LerCi i*^tolcrabl7 good j biit, as. it cannot be Iiad-^ 1 
fported from the njountaiQ, without a Hcencft 
from the cuftora-houfe, it h much dearer thaa 
formerly, Jtff prefent price, however, is <ml]r 

. equivaleot to 4L fterling per cwt, 

The fuburbs of Beirut are nearly as cxtenfive 
^5 the city itfcif, coniifting of beautiful gardens, 
adorned with a proft^li^ri of figs, olives^ and other 
fruit trees, and fuppUed with hoafes for the rcfi- 
dence of the proprietors* Mr, Browne, howcrer, 
was uaabte to End any of the gardens and apart- 
ments fornaed by Fal^r el Din, on the European 
principle, or any of ihofe ftatues, which that mu- 
nificent improver's refiJen^ ki Italy had enabled 
bim to coiled. 

On 4ie 22d of April, ^uf^aathorvifited a plea- 
fan t village, called Antura* on Mount Libanns^ 
having paiTi^d a coofiderable llream, denominated 
the Nabr BcihStj which is the famous river of 
Adonis, fo exquifitely defcribod by Milton. In 
the vicinity of Antura is a convent of nuns ; and 
the drefs of the CbriAiansj in this part of the 
country, feetns perfeftly unredrained, aa tbcy 
adorn their turbans with various colonrs, even 
with greem, which is acconntcid facred by the Muf- 
fulmen. They are likewife freely ipdnlgied ia 
the exercife of their religion ; bat defpotifin ap* . 
pears fo natural to the clime, that tbofe who live 
under Chriftiao governors, complain of an equal 
opprelHon with perfons who are fabjed to the 
Turks. *' The poor people*** (kys oar «athor, 
'^ are dceccd by the {hec1iB,an^l\\e ^td^^SoMfie* 

^lyes are fleeced by the .pa(hsL 3 tiaax. 
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• FhuB hence Mr. Browne inade a little excur- 
fion to Harif6, the refidence of the Maronite 
patriarch, and returned to Beirut. He then 
jpip^d a party of diibanded foldiers, and pro- 
ceeded in their company towards Tripoli, over a 
tra^ of country that is, noted for an excellent 
l^odudion of tobacco. 

On the third day he arrived at the place of 
deflination, which he defcribes as a large city, 
fitaated about twelve furlongs from the fea. 
The houfes are weHf built, and the generality of 
the fireets are paved. - On the highefl ground, 
toward the fouth, is the caftle, formerly poifeifed 
by the earls of Tripoli 5 it is a large, ftrong edi- 
fice, and commands a partial view of Mount Li- 
banas. The population is ellimated, by our au- 
thor, at iixteen thoufand' individuals, among 
whom are fome of the richefl and moft refpcda- 
ble Mahometan merchants in the empire. This 
city is the feat of a pafha, and, together with Da* 
mafcus. Acre, and Aleppo, conditutes the only 
four paihaliks of Lybia. That of Tripoli is the 
fmalleft in power and territory. Veffels anchor 
near the fhore, and are (heltered from the fury of 
the winds by a ridge of rocks» but the iituation is 
deemed rather infecure. The gardens in the 
neighbourhood are Well (locked with mulberry 
and other fruit trees 5 but, owing to a conHder- 
able quantity of flagnant water, the air is very 
unhealthy. The chief article of commerce is 
iilk } and the miri, or public revenue, paid to 
Conliautinople, is about JOOOl. derling per an- 
num. 

Quitting Tripoli, on tVic 30V\\ oi K'^^> ^"^ ^ 
author continued his roale lo Ia^^^*^^^^ '*^ 
cient Laodicea, built by Se\^\xcvx&^vc^^Q^^» ^^^^ 



nour of hi* mother. The. firft appenrancr of ihn 
eitv wis eitjfoiely melimcbdyi an exhibiting 
iho rayagrs n( an earthqu^jkc, wrhirK, in ihe ye 
1796. lifid <liakcn a great p^irt of Irs thuildings 1 
the earth, and iVept niimbeis of the inhiibitaoti 
to an uDtimely grave. It is' fit cared in ttn exteaij 
five plain, is on walled, and oti)y paved in partJ 
but the ftreci:s are perfectly clean ; the air is f^ 
lubrious, and the fragrance of (he furroundingfl 
gardens dclightfiil, Ihe town contains eighlf 
mofqucs, and has a coovmiilent pori, acrofs tba 
entrance of which is a bar of fand, 1'hc go 
vcrnment is in the hand?* of s deputy, fcDt thil 
tber by the paOja of Tripoli. 

On the 5th ot May, Mr Browne departed foi 
Aleppo, in company T-vith four other perfons, and 
on the fecond day pa (Ted through ooe of the raoS 
piSurefque countries ihat he had ever feen \iO 
the whole courl'e of his ravels, and which pre* 
Rented a fcene — 

WihqreroMnd the lofty rock*/ majcftic brow. 

Luxuriant foliage twines, and flowrets blow^ 

Amidfl iHe clifts, unnumbetM (hrubs appear; 

Or murm'rii g liv'let's Coothe the trav'llcr's ear: 

Whiift arnmaiic htrhs perfume tde gale, 

And vines and olives crovrn the fertile vale.' SmI tr. 

The following day was occupied in traveyrfing 
another romantic diftrid* and the travellers palled 
the night in the open .nr, at Shawr, in the vici- 
nity of the majeftic river Orontes. The town of 
Shawr is populous, and has a good caravanfera, 
originaUy de(igned for the accommodation of the 
caravan, which reftn vhexe vr\ \\% \o\\xti«^ fvm 
Co/3/?anrinople to Mecca. M. ai Avc\a\\ ^\^^j^t»'^ 
a good ilonc brid&e. tonfiL^ivn^ <it ^^^^^^^^?^^, 
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Coirtinaing their route, the travellers arrived 
CO the fifth day at the village of Keftin, re- 
markable for the number of its pigeon- houfes, 
which fupply the country even to Aleppo. The 
natives are a fed of pretended Mahometans ; but^ 
when in company with Cbriftians, they affed to 
approve of their religion. Their women are fair, 
aod tolerably featured 5 they go unveiled, and at 
Martraw£n^ which rs not far diftant, they are in- 
troduced, by their friends, to the notice of flrang- 
ers. The circumjacent fields are extremely rich 
io ibil, and yield a great abundance of wheat and 
bariey. 

From bence our author proceeded for about 
egbt hours, when he came within view of Alep- 
poy and rn about two hours more arrived at that 
magnificent city. 

Aleppo is well built, and paved with ftone; 
the fite is rocky and unequal ; a number of tall 
cyprefs trees, contrafted with the white minarets > 
of the mofques, give it a moft pidurefque appear- 
ance, and the gardens chiefly produce piflacbios. 
The houfes are clean, fubdantial, and commodi- 
00s. The people are diftinguiflied by an air of 
aflfefted poKtenefs, feldora found in the other 
towns of Lybia ; and even their diale6t has its 
cbaradlerifiic marks. The population and build- 
ings are apparently on the increafe ; but, in pro- 
fM>rtion as the capital is augmented, the furround- 
ing villages are gradually deferted. 

Tbe ilicreefs, or defcendants of Mahomet, here 
form a confiderable fadion, confifting of all 
ranks, from the higheft imam to the nvo^ oVife«^ 
peafant. Tiieir number is compuled^Vrj o\i\ vj^- 
sIhh; at near dxty thoufand mdmdvxa\%* 'VXv^ 
JAaizBFies, v/ip form an oppa^X^ ia&AO\x% ^^^ 



greaily ftjperior in courage, but little acqua 
with the uft; of arms, or the m^ro&uvres of a 
tic. The force ot the two parties is ther 
merely balanced, and many difputei a rife f( 
fices of profit or authoritj-, which ufually a 
blcodihed. 

The manufadures of filk and cotton ar« 
flourishing condiiion, and \ieid an excellent 
iiftence both to Mahometans and Chrif 
Large caravans frequently arrive at Aleppo 
coffee, from jVioccha; cherry-tree pipes, an 
bacco, from Pcrtia -, aod rnutliufi, thawlE^ &c* 
India. 

Belides the abo*^e-menliotied mattufafiur 
Aleppo, and the produaior^s of the circumj, 
country^ which are regularly exported to 
rope, three or four caravans, laden witb \ 
chio nuts, and other articles of raercbar 
proceed annually through Anatolia, to Con 
linojile A commftrcial intercourfe is a}fo r 
tained with Antioch, Damafcus, Lodakia, Tr 
and the eaftern towns in the vicinity of the 
phra:^9. 

At a fmall diftance from the Antioch gat( 

the quarries, which fupplied the ftone fo 

ere^ion of the city On both fides of a 

cut through the folid rock, are feen the m< 

of fevcraJ caverns, from whence a number ol 

fagcs branch out in various diredioiis. It 1 

probable, tbat theie quarries were defigne 

the native artificers for fome ufeful purpol 

fevefal rough columns and perpendicular 1 

are left, which adtnit fome portion of light j 

t/m. waUs are hewn vo a %TeaVt.t ^^^t^t c^^ ^tsv 

nef$ th^n is tifaaW^y ^eetv Vtv ^>3.<*\\ ^\^ct&» 

M^vc bcca evid©nl\y occuY^e^ ^iv.tx^^> 
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marks of fire, mangers for horfes, and burial 
places, may be clearly dilcovered. Probably tbey 
afforded a retreat to the dilbanded Dellis, who 
have been frequently known to aflauk andfome- 
times murder the unfufpeding paifenger. With- 
out the city there is a large cemetery, where Mr. 
Browne difcovered the tomb^f an £ngli(hman, 
infcribed with the date l6ia. 

The price of provifions has increafed greatlf 
within a few yearsr Meat is good and plentiful. 
Of fi(h there are none, but a few eels, found in 
a fmall river, called the Coik, which defcendt 
irom Aintab, and after paOling through the city» 
18 loft in a marfb on the weft. Wine is extremely 
dear> as none is produced in the neighbourhood. 

At Aleppo, our author witnefted an illumina- 
tion of the mofques on Thurfday night, to uiher 
io the Mahometan fabbath ; a pra^ice unknown 
at Cairo, and other cities of the fouth. The 
drefs of the natives approximates to thnt of Con*" 
ftantinople, rather than to that of Egypt and 
Southern Lybia. In wet weather a kind of pat- 
ten is worn by perfons of both fexes, but it» 
ihape is difagreeable to the eye, and its noife on 
the pavenoent infufferable to the ear. The wo- 
men of Aleppo are rather mafculine, and of 
brown complexions. 

On the ilth of June, our author recommenced 
bis journey, and after traverfing a country fown 
with haftiifti, a kind of ftax, and pafting the Oron^ 
tes, at a ferry, he arrived at Antioch, on the 
14th, which he thus defcribes at the period of 
his viftt. 

Ahtiocb, now called Antak\» \^ ^o^trat^X^I ^ 
mohaifch who recaive^ his api^mX.i£veck\. ^xo-^sk 
ConnoDtinoph. The w^U» ate eikVesv^N^, ^n^'^- 
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Tock, that has been hewn out into feveral apart* 
xnents. Some portion likewife remains of the 
fubdantial wall, which defended Seleucia to- 
wards the fea. Though the port be at prefent 
Hry, the fand in the bottom is not higher than 
the fnrface of the fea. It is formed by a mole 
of large flones, and muft confequently have been 
commodious and fecure, though of fmall dimen- 
£on8. Towards the north was obfer?ed a curi- 
ous paflage in the rock, leading by a gentle de- 
clivity from the fummit of the mountain to the 
brink of the river. Its length is above (ix hun- 
dred common paces, its height from thirty to 
£fty feet, and its breadth about twenty feet. 
A flreamlet of pure water runs down its fide 
from the mountain to Seleucia, and the upper 
part of the rock is full of artificial excavations. 
Towards the fea there are fome catacombs, orna- 
mented with mouldings, cornices, and pilafiers. 

Our traveller now returned to Antioch, and 
from thence proceeded fafely to Aleppo, not- 
withfianding the caravans are frequently attack- 
ed by two wandering tribes, called the Kurds 
9nd the Turcomans, who ufually pafs the winter 
in the plains of Antioch, and during the fummer 
infeft the vicinity of Anatolia, 

On the 23d of July, Mr. Browne fet out with 
the caravan for Da mafcus, where he arrived, af- 
ter a journey of about fifteen days. The ap- 
proach to the city is very remarkable, being em- 
belliibed for feveral miles with a number of gar- 
densj and then by a paved way, of confiderable 
length. The fi tuation of Damafciis is in an e^- 
ten live plain, adorned witk lTte,^» ^a««t%> ^^^v^ 
the length of nine miles, and. AXx^i ViX^^^'^ ^^ 
more than four miles and a Via\t, T>« ^^'^ ^^'^i 
Vol. XXIU. ^ ^ 
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of a circular form, ancient, and (Iron 
very lofty. They are f\irni£hed with i 
end near the mountain are foroc Sar 
tnainB of a mofque and {Mdaoe> beari: 
infcriptions in the Coptic chara^er. 

Daiaafcus is the feat of a con(idera 
and its manufadures^ confiding of fill 
ton, afford employment and fupport 
number of MuCTulmen and Chriftiai 
foap U alfo made, and carried to Egyp 
rious parts of Lybia. Such Europeisin 
are afed by the orientals, are brought f 
Beiriit, and Tripoli, by the regular 
From Perfia and the eaft, (hawls, mi 
the rich fabrics of Surat, are convey 
cammos of Bagdad. Formerly the D 
were extremely adverfe to maritime < 
and it is but lately that they have 
fuaded to tranfport their merchandifc 
Conftantinople. 

Among a number of eleemofynary 
ments in the city, the mod remarkat 
conHruded by command of Sultan 
the reception of Grangers, though at p 
appropriated to other purpofes. Th< 
conlifts of a large quadrangle, lined wit 
nade, and roofed with a fucceflion of fnr 
The adjoining mofque is a magnifice 
covered with a cupola j it has two mii 
the entrance is fupported ^y four ba 
lumns of red granite. The apartmen 
merous, and the kitchen, 6n the (ide i 
the mofque, is pcrfedVy couCou^Livt wltl 
dear of the cftabliflameu^. 
The Damafccncs have\>eeiiiotmt.T 
iheir iatokrant bcba^'io^r V> ^^w 
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i««i not experienced by our author, who de<* 
fcribes them as a fober, indudrious, and unaf- 
fnnning people. The women and children are 
generally fair, and well featurerd. The fema)o 
drefs is much the fame with that of Conllan* 
Unople. The population may be eitimattd at 
two hundred thoufand fouls. 

£xclu(ive of contingencies and arbitrary ex- 
zBdoaSg the land-tax and the jizie conliitute the 
only refonrce in the province of Damafcus ; the 
miriy or public revenue, may probably amount to 
five hundred thou land pounds Aerling. The pa- 
flialik is the firft in Alia j the city is divided in- 
to twenty- three diQridks, each of >Vhich is under 
lit diftind magidrate. The (hops in the exten- 
$ve bazars are all f urniihed with every fpecies of 
nercbandife, and both the population and trade 
ar^ gradually increafiog, under the government 
of a juft and equitable paOia. 

On the departure of the facred caravan from 
Qamafcus, the palba is rendered accountable for 
its fafety; and when he receives the fenjak fhe- 
rifi, or enfign of the prophet, from the governor 
of the caftle, he is obliged to give a writing, be- 
fore witnelTes, in which he engages to bring it 
back. When be approaches the city, on his re- 
tQrn» a meifenger is fent to Conftantinople, with 
^oter from the famous well Zemzem, in the vici- 
nage of Mecca, and dates from Medine, which 
are prefented to the emperor on his vifiting the 
i9ofqiie. The visir then prefents a lift of pa (lias 
fi^r the enfuing year, and the firmans are made 
oat in due form. 

On the day after his atmaV, oxxt ^vi'C^iwt ^X"^- 
Mffed the eatranca of the RTW\d c?Lt«s^^ ^^^^ 
Wcwca, when {bmc of the itto&>«fc«\vVi xj^^i^^^' 



fion. 

The enfuing Saturday prefented a dill 
fcene to the European, viz. the entranc* 
pafha of Damafcus, who is always the 
the caravan by office. It entered the cii 
following manner : thre6 hundred dellis 
valry, mounted on Arabian horfes j fift< 
feated on dromedaries, with mufquet 
large carbines; fome great officers, well r 
and elegantly clothed ; part of the pafha 
poll's Janizaries, followed by the pafha 
with his officers, and the remainder of hi 
Next advanced the tattarawan of the Dai 
pafha, another troop of four hundred 
body of thirty mufquetooners, and one 1 
and fifty Albanians in uniform, before wl 
borne the ftandard of Mahomet, com[ 
green filk, with fentences of the Koran 
dered in gold, and the magnificent 
brought from Mecca, attended by a ftron 
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^th tbe far of a black fox, and accompanied by 
his two fons, who, like himfelf, were mounted oa 
tbe fineft fieeds of Arabia. Upwards of a bun* 
d/ed camels were employed jin bearing the tents 
mid baggage of tbe paiha, and the whole procef- 
ik>D paSed without the lead noife or difturbance^ 
to the great credit of the fpedators, whofe ufnal 
repaft bad been delayed feveral hours in confe- 
qaeoce of their curiofity. 

Quitting Damafcus, on the l6th of Auguft^ 
Xffr. Browne fet out for Balbec, or Heliopolis, 
ivith only one attendant. After paffing through 
a diftrid, finely adorned with vines and fig-trees^ 
he reached the convent of Seidnaia, which com<». 
xoands an excellent view of Damafcus and the 
furroundiDg plain. From thence he proceeded 
through the village of Malula, (which contains a 
convent, faid to have been ere6ted in the time of 
Jufliaian), to Yebrud, the ancient Jebruda, where 
the inhabitants are chiefiy Muifulmen. He now 
travelled in company with a Greek bifhop to a 
fmall town, on the north of the wood called Mara, 
from whence he proceeded under the Dahr el 
Cbor, faid to be the higheft fummit of the Anti- 
Ipibanian mountains, and, on the 20th, arrived at 
Balbec, after defcending, for nearly three hours^ 
through a fieep and rugged glen, in the rnoun-* 
taio. 

From the high grounds our author had a 
complete view of Balbec, but as he obferved no- 
thing particular to 0dd to the defcription of for- 
mer travellers, he is filent upon that fubj^6t, and 
haflens to inform us, that he proceeded to ib^ 
town of Zabbl6, pleafant\y ^tvx^Ll^i^ ^X!Ciw\5{^ ^^^ 
tnouataiiiB, and embellifhed viiVVi a^ ^^cax t^sv^'^- 
Aaca of J^xnbardy poplar*. . 1\.\s^n\.^^^^2 
• 14 » *=" 



ui v^uiiniitiiK, IS luuiciciiiiy larj^c lu iCD 

feven hundred warriors to the field of batt 
the vicinity of Zahhle is a ftrudqre, cal 
tomb of Noah : its length is about (ixi 
which the orientals fuppofe to have b< 
feature of Noah; and it is apparently the ] 
of an aquedu6^. The pilgrims, who forno 
£ted a neighbouring mofque, were ex 
numerous, and the religious revenue is 
amount to three hundred purfes annually 

After a wearifome progrefs, of two da; 
the ridge of the mountains, our author vi( 
convent of St. John, where a printing i 
eftabliihed ; but, owing to the high price 
per, and the little demand for books, hi 
the prefs was ftopped. 

At Zibdane, on his return, he obfervec 
of Grecian archi tenure, and from thence 
ing his route through a fertile valley, int< 
by the river Barade, he re-entered Dama 
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tlie citf, while the otheri>»tbat are cut do^tlv arer 
appropri3ted to the purpdr6t>f building, togeth^er* 
with the walnut tr^'iitid the Lombardjrpoplbr.** 

On the 7th of Odobcr, Mr. firowne-fet out on 
bis return to Aleppo, where he arrivedv-after a 
journey of twelve dkys; having obferved, -in the 
courfe of bis route> that almoft every town and 
village was provided with a market, though the 
caravanferas were all in a ruiilous condition. 

From Aleppo our ailithor fet out on the llfl of 
Odober, in order to proceed through Anatolia -to* 
Gondantinople. The dired road lies thn^gh* 
Beilan, Adene, Konia, Kutahia, and Burfa ; butj^ 
as thepaiha of fieilan was in -a date of rebellion, 
the caravan was condrained to turn to the norlh- 
eaft, and take an unufual route through the cities 
of Aintab^ Kaifaria, and Angora. On the 30th 
they arrived at Aintab, which our author defcribes 
as a large place, inhabited promifcuouilyby Ma« 
hometans and Chridians. . It has a fortrefs and' 
a garrifon of Janizaries. There are five princi- 
pipl mofques, a calile built on an artificia-l 'eleva« 
tion, and a large burying ground, which; at a' 
didance, refembles an extenfive fuburb. Hie 
houfes are built of done. The chief commerce ig- 
leather an(i raw hides, cottons, and various co- 
loured woollens. The language is the TurkiCh; 
and the government isveded in a mitfellim, wha 
oarries his authority from Condantinople. 

After a progrefs of feveral days» our author 
afceoded Mount Taurus, now denominated Ka* 
r4n. It is a chain of high rocks, running from 
caft to wed, chiefly inhabited by the KAk5&» -wsAw 
yielding a retreat, in the liurRraw ^^i^^otv^ v^^Cafc 
Turcomans, who then reiiiti VwVWt ixo\s\>>cwc.'Njv"e^^ 
of Aadoch. Several thoula^xei «.c\^** "^^.^^^ 
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raountdlcM, abound witb large cedar&i favlDei 
junipers* Tlie baffit of the hilU generally ci 
bf liit'a, and tbey are frequently intercede 
Ansamlttfiof th<s pureft water 

Defcending trom Mount Taurus, tticy ar 
8t All csirnlive plain^ watervd by the river f 
&nd turrounded wUb mouptaini. Here 
vifiteit the town of Boftan, where the nal 
like the generality of Anatolians, form a ftri 
contrafl lo the more poliihed inhabitants of L 
Tbo wooden are of fair and florid conaplcJ 
but rather ungraceful in their morlonitandi 
ation, They ufualiy flielter their faces, fro( 
fun and rain, by broad^ ^at pieces of n 
placed upon the bead, and fatiened witb &. 
under the chin. The niore opolcnt have t 
of fiber, the others arc pf copper. Exclnfi 
tbis puriouK ornamcQr, the common drefa 
ihort jacket and fringed turban. Here oui 
tbor noiiced fome fmaH, two- wheeled carts, d 
by two oxen, *' The wheels," fays he, *' ar 
lid^ and ch^ axle turns with them, confequ 
their pfogrcfs it fufficiently noify," 

ptom i^ence, to Kaifarla, the countiy ii j: 
l>ut thinly inhabited and ill cultivated. Ad 
ing the dry tjiern are, however, fome produ 
6elds, and the Luxubardy poplar is again fei 
great abniidauce. 

Kaifaria U fitnated on the fonth fide of a 
tile plain, wrll w:uertrf by the Veroiokand 
xilU, and pontciiinng a tolerable number of i 
bltanta. The piiy is An rounded by walls, w 
4rc, ifgwfivcr, ^ucb dilapidated. The goi 
meiH is in the bauds of a ta\\lt\\\tci.«^vs 
from. Canflantinople, Gteal cvM%ti\:\M\t» oi ^ 
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our tatbor obferTed great nombers of black buf* 
faloeSj and large (baggy camels, that are bred by 
the Turcomans. 

Proceeding over a plain, that is nearly iniin- - 
dated by the river Tumm, and croflling a bridge 
over a rapid, but apparently (hallow, ttream, fup- 
pofed one of the branches of the^ Halys, Mr. 
Browoe reached Angora, on the 22d of ^lovem- 
ber, about two hours before fun fet. 

. This city, which is (ituated upon an eminence, 
near a fmall river, has a ftriking and agreeable 
appearance at a di^ance. It has been furround- 
ed with a fubHantial wall, in fome places appa- 
rently double; marks of a ditch are alfo clearly 
viable. The cadle is very ancient, and may ' 
originally have been deemed impregnable, as'it is 
ereS^ed on a high, perpendicular rock. A chain ' 
of outworks occupies all the elevated ground to 
a confiderable extent. Our traveller paifed three 
gates, on two of which he difcovered fome im- 
perfed Greek infcriptions. On the north-weft 
are faid to be remains of an amphitheatre, but * 
circumftances precluded him from vifiting them*- 
There are alfo feme ruins of a magnificent curia, 
of Cotiothian architedure, and marked with fe* 
veral infcriptions highly complimentary to the 
Emperor Auguftus, in whofe time the building 
was coriftruAed. ■ 

The trade of Angora chiefly confiftsof yarn- 
for {balloons and the native manufa6ture of 0t\i(fs. 
They likewife make (bawls of goats hair, that are " 
equal in width and quality to the KalhtniWfanj 

■ biitthemanufadurers ape unable lo'wox^^Ck^R^'^* 
in them. Good cloth wair foTtt\w\7 i?^yc\ci^v^» 

bat Ms branch of bufineft was footv «X>^ti^ox\«A. 

far wiDt of due cncouxagcriawt. T-^^^F^ c^^i>a^ 
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ties of ofilain are cultivated in thii pari if Ani» 
tolia, and wax is exported to various qnarlCIV^ 

The city itfelf is defcribed, by our trave|lar»ai 
one of the neateft he had ever vifited ; its ftreets 
are paved with large granite, but without fop^ 
paths, and it is completely furrounded by nnnuir. 
tains. There are, however, numerous gardeni 
in the neighbourhood, that produce an abundance 
of fruits, particularly ejicellent pears, which iff. 
fometimes font as prefents to Conftantino|de. 
The efculent plants are merely fuffident for ite 
confumption of the citizens; and corn ia pup 
•ha&d at other places, as the land is emplqyod'to 

f neater advantage in the cultivation of paftuil^ 
or the goats. 

Quitting Angora, on the l6tb of Novenl^n 
our author preceded through Kofiabec, TonrlMY 
li, and Yeywa, to Ifmit* or Nikraid, the andont 
^icomedia, a large maritime town, built do the 
lide of a hill, to the eaft of an extenfive plain. 
It is paved, but extremely dirty, and the hoafet 
are built of wood. Almo(^ every habitation has 
a garden attached to it. The khan is neat, but 
not very fpacious. The adjacent mountains are 
very lofty, and a long bridge leads from the town 
over a marihy land, near the river Sakaria, which 
difembogues itfelf into the Black Sea. A great 
number of Greeks were obferved among the in- 
habitants. 

From hence Mr. Browne departed, on the ^th 

of December, and, after paflSng along the ihorey 

till the oiorniog of the Qth, when he arrived at 

Scutari, he continued Vi\& ^\o^t«iC% Immediately 

to Con/Untinople, wbetebGiovxtv^L^tit,^ v\%i!w«» 

tloQ had been recently oxAavti^^ Vs^ >>Kve \T^,tC\^ 

falt^D, who, finding \x\»lo\^W^«^*>^^^^ 
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with thofe of Ruffia, had, with the affiftance of 
the Frencby foanded a regalar oorps^ of aboat oa« 
tfaoufand iDfantry, clothed in a tighter drefs thaa 
formerly, fupplied by government with muiketa 
and bayonets, and fnrnifhed by the French with 
ibme braft field pieces, battering cannon, imd 
flying artillery. 

After corrraing the police of the capital, Sul- 
tan Selim tarned his attention to the encourage-' 
jnent of literature among his fobjeds, and has 
■ooordingly re?ived the mathematical fchool, re* 
Bortd the printing office, and given an eftabliih- 
ment to an engraver on copper. In the matho« 
matical and marine fchool, a fubftantial and com* 
modioas edifice, there is an abundance of eveiy 
thing except hois and iMjtmmints. There are^ 
however, frofiffors who meet and /moke a fecial 
pfpe, and thus the end of the infiitntion is con- 
fidered as fully anfwered. Such is the confe- 
qoence of the fultan*s ignorance of the world. 
Which led him to fuppofe that his coromanda 
could infpire genius, and that a penfion could 
confer capacity. A new Arabic type was cafiing 
for the printing office, but whether the improve'* 
ment of the type may tend to diffufe fubftantial 
knowledge, among the Turks, is a quofirori not 
eafily anfwered. The fubjeds given for engrav- 
ings ave, the armillary fphere, fome plans of for« 
ttfication, the box compafs, &c. 

Among a variety of public libraries the moft 
elegant is that of Raghib Paiha, formerly grand 
tisir, but whofe head was devoted a facrifice to 
the envy of the fultan. Thia edifice \^ tx^S*^ 
in the atiddle of sk fquare cowt, cou^\^\v\%«^'^\'^^^ ^ 
J^ of marble. The tomb of ilaftiv\> ^«.^^»^^^^* 
€d with gUt brafa, forma tho wuttc oi ^^^^^^ 
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Around are elegant catpets and cu 
readers, and numerous books on al 
chiefly theology. The light is wel 
place perfedly quiet, and conftantl 
a librarian, fo that our author obr< 
faw a building or inflitution mon 
the kind. 

Fronting the ftreet, there is a fc 
by the fame paflia. It is a convei 
thirty-five feet long and a proporl 
About a hundred boys are here 
reading, penmanflilp, and' the luon 
of the Mahometan theology. A y< 
man, who has lately embraced the 
pretended prophet, is now efiablifht 
and has undertaken to read le&ures 
matical fubjeds. There is a con fid 
for books, confiding of numerous 11 
plied. 

Strata of coals are found at abo 
diftance, on the European fide j but 
to work, on account of the Tandy foil 
to fall in. The mine has lately bee 
Previous to his departure, our au 
Greek printing houfe, conduded b] 
an. The prefs was then employed 
fmall exhortation in the Greek lang 
by the patriarch of Jerufaltjm, aga 
vailing tenets of deifm and atheilm 
ofFaboiit a thoufand Iheets a day. 

The Turkifti ladies, in fine weathe 

European cuftom of taking the air 5 

faces arc veiled, ai\d they are likew 

in fmall latticed wa^g^ou*^ \\\r;^ >\^ 

unabie to attraA U\e a«\v\\\\ AUt a\ q< 

hy a dilpiay of tbcvi: cViekXvw^, O 
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na's, fifler of the monarch, has lately commanded 
a villa to be built on the Bofphorus, partly in the 
Chinefe and partly in the £uropean Ay\e. 

The navy has been condderably improved by 
fome French Ihip-builders. It now amounts to 
fifteen veflels, fit for fervice, and of considerable 
force. 

Between the city and Adrianople, the country 
IB entirely plain, and the capital, on the land fide, 
is capable of repulfing a vidofious army. Oa 
the other fide, the forts are defended by the uncer- 
tainty of the winds and channels. 

Having fatisfied his curiofity with refped to 
this famous city, and made fuch remarks in the 
courfe of his obfervations as we have laid before 
our readers, Mr. Browne proceeded to Walla- 
chia, from whence he travelled through Vienna, 
Prague^ Drefden, Potfdam, Berlin, and Ham- 
bnrghy and on the l6th of September 1798, he 
arrived in London^ after devoting near feven 
years to a toilfome and perilous refearch, whicli 
refie^ the higheft honour upon his abilities, 
prudence, and perfeverance, and which mud ever 
rank high among the generous efforts of £uro- 
peauf* 
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TRAVELS 

IN 

UPPER AND LOWER 
EGYPT, 

BY 

M. SONNlNh 

P^RFOAMBD IN THE TEARS 1777 AND 1778. 



TTITHILE contemplating the writings of nu- 
^^ merous travellers, who, at various times, 
and in different parts of the globe, have devot- 
td. the beft of their abilities to the general in- 
flrudion of mankind, and the more immediate 
fatisfa6tion of their countrymen, we Icel a pecu- 
liar ]>leafure in prefeAting to our readers thofe of 
Sonnini, which, for their undoubted veracity, \n* 
tcreftlng* remarks, and artlefs, yet elegant defcrip- . 
tions, have been juftl|f appreciated by the Tons of 
France, and cordially welcomed to the Britifh 
fhore, by a generous race of men, who are ever 
ready to reward the exertions of merit with im- 
mortal applaufe. 

The French government, ^avVTx^^i^^ov^v^^'^* 

Tott infpe&or of the ports. of x\\e. V«navvV. '^^'^^ 

Barbary, aad commanded a ve^e\ vo \>e. ^Vv«»- 

out forhispaOkge thither, fioaiTo>a^oti>o>xt ^ 
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thor received orders to embark on board tha 
and to follow its defli nation. He accor 
quitted his friends at Montford, and tool 
horfes to Marfeilles, where he continaed 
iew hours. 

On his arrival at La Ctotat, (which be 
in confequence of fooae memorials^ addre: 
Verfailles, by an individual* who ha4 ftart 
idea of cutting through a hill in the vicini 
far as the fea, under pretence of c&trading ; 
quantity of coral), he received the foUowir 
ticulars of a curious ceremony, which an 
takes place at the latter end of Decembi 
confiderable number of men, armed witb 
and piflols, fet out in qucft of a little bird, 
troglodytes by the ancients, and f^ill ret 
that name in the natural hiftory of birds^ v 
by Guenau de Montbeillard. When the 
foui d it, which requires no great time, i 
take rare to have one ready for the occafio 
foleuinly I'ufpendcd from the middle of a po 
cairied round the town by two men, who 
on their (boulders, as if it were a great b 
The bird is then weighed, in a large | 
fcnks, and the remainder of the day is dev< 
feliivity and merriment. The appellatii 
flowed by the inhabitants on the troglod; 
equally fingular witb the above ceremony 
called at La Ciotat, '* the pole cat, or fa 
the woodcock,*' merely becaufe its plunr 
fimilar to that of ihe woodcock, which tJ 
roncouUy fuppofc to be engendered by i\ 
cat. With rdVecl Vo vht ^ro^edcd excavatii 
works that hadbec^wn wtxe^iVV A\i?iw^v^\\t\; 
entcrpriic itleU env\Tc\7 itWtvcvviv^^^. 
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Stopping at Caflis, on his retarn to MarCdWes, 
mir traveller obferved two raanafa6torie8, for the 
working and polifhing of coral, which is ufually 
carried to the African coaft, there to be given ia 
exchange for (laves. The vineyards in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cadis: prodace a white wine, of aa 
excellent quality. 

As M. Sonnini underwood at Marfeilles, that 
the frigate^ then equipping at Toulon, would 
not be completely reddy for fome time, he un- 
dertook an excurfion into Languedoc, with the 
fecretary of M. Tott. In the environs of Cette> 
and along the coafl, he colleded a variety of vol- 
<^nic matter and marine productions ; at Bala- 
Kic, they vifi ted the baths; at Frontignan, they 
attkufed themfelves with a* view of the famous 
vineyards, and from thence proceeded along the 
fineft road in France, to Montpelien This plea- 
fant ramble, however, had taken up fo much 
titkie, that it was reqoiiite to revifit the coall of 
Provence, whether they refolved to return by feaj 
tliey accordingly agreed for their pafTage, with 
the mafter of a tartan, then in the port of Cettej 
and were waiting at the inn, for the hour of de- 
parture, when they were abruptly told, that the 
commandant of the town was highly offended 
at their condndt, in prefuming to leave the port 
without his confent ; that he was particularly in« 
cenfed againft Sonnini, from whom, as an officer, 
he expe^ed the ceremony of a viiit; and that 
he now requeued them to repair to his houfe, 
where feveral other perfons, who defi^a^ Aa 
take their paflage in the fame l2LX\^ti> >w^x^ "^7 
ready aiTembled. In confequeticei oX. >>cia* cvxyv- 
ous meffkge, oar anthoT atvd \\\% ^otv^^^^^ 
baited upon M. QuereWe, o^cw oi vo.^^^ 
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and commandant of Cettc, who, on their arrival j 

ir formed our uavellcfj that be vras much fur- 
prifed at his ncgled^ atid obferved, that be Aiould 
certainly have invited him to partake of his foup. 
Lad be lb ought proper to pay him a uifit. Son- ■ 
nirii briefly anTwercdj that, ai a ftraoger, a tra* " 
veiled aod officer, who did not belong to the 
army, be maft implore forgivcticfs for his ignor* 
a nee of the commandants exigence, wbofeyBu^l 
vas by uo meao^ the objeft of bis refearchcs^ i 

Evidently difconceried at the conclufioa of J 
thiii pointed anfwer, M. Querelle toid bim^ ha] 
was at liberty to depart, whenever he thooghtl 
proper, and then tnrningj with an air of affe^ed] 
dignityj towards the other travellers, he com* t 
mandf'd them to go about their butinefs, as he 
had no concern with ihera. Our author and htf 
companions accordingly proceeded towards theit 
iiule vefitl, g really anjufed with this ludicroua 
adventure, which appeared fo analogous to the 
name of the commandant. 

On the 26th of April 1777* our author failed 

from the road of Toulon, in the Atalant^ frigate | 

but, the wind proving unfavourable, the snarif 

ners were obliged tocatl anchor, the following af"* 

ternoon, in the road Des Vignettes, in the bay of 

Toulon, where the elevated coaft, finely clothed 

with the produ6tion» of Ceres, and agreeably 

ipotted with a variety of rnral edifices, forms «i 

charming contrad to the naked fides of the 

mountains, which compofe the back ground of 

the interefting fcene, land which, notwithftandr 

j'ng their fieri 1 appearance, a&^4^ \w Come parts, 

3 fu bfiantial and odor\ie\ov\% ioo^^Ao vVtr \\i5^^ 

celebrated flocks in the nvcvb^^^ ^iTc^i^^u* 
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Oh the 2d of May, a breeze^ from the north 
weft, enabled the Teamen to refume their voyage 
till the morning of the 4th, when they were again 
baffled by adverfe winds^ and neceflitated to put 
into Genoa. 

As the city of Genoa has been ably and fre* 
quently defcribed in the writings of other aa- 
thor8> Sonnini is fiient upon the l'ubje6t, and, in 
place thereof, prefents his readers with the re- 
cital of a little occurrence^ that furniihes a trait 
of national chara6ter, and is, therefore, deemed 
worthy the attention of the public. Viiiting the 
opera at (^noa, our traveller remarked two fe- 
male dancers, who fudained the principal part in 
the ballet, and who were both young and e%' 
tremely beautiful. Their performance, however, 
was efientrally difierent, as the movements and 
attitudes of the one might be judly faid to be 
direded by the graces, while the fteps and fprings 
of the other, though apparently fuperior in point 
of exertion, were in reality no more than mere 
feats of adivity ; y^t fuch was the corrupted tafle 
of the Genoefe, that the former was regarded 
witk univerial coldneis, while the latter was re- 
ceived with a thunder of applaufe. Anxious to 
correfk the error of the audience, and; to transfer 
the fmiles of approbation ^o the fide of merit, 
Sonnini, wi^l^ feveral of his countrymen and 
fellow paflengers, took diifierent pofts in the 
theatre, and applauded their favburite adrefs 
fo warmly, that a few of the Genoefe began to 
join them; but the triumph was enfured, in fpite 
of all their endeavours, to the oiYiw ^2xvc&\ . ^^-ix 
day they went, in greater nvumX^et*, ^xA ^^- 
poufed the caufe of the ne«\c&e^ ^x«.t.e.% :«w5 
am greater zeal, till the ftiuss\e XiticaroR, WSve 
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cnt^f vioknt, to excite the. fofidtoile of tW«ft* 
nare, who. accordingly pvffed- a decree^ fbr;lii» 
proLubition o£4iD)r futur&diftttitbaiioe^ sndoifdtt* 
ed fen tries to.be Ifcationed iB.-JirainoQS parti oTtU 
hoijfe. The Frenchmen, boweverj ftiHreaiiHMd 
reloluto io tlieir purpofe-, tiUthlr refiflanco gEi* 
dually fubfided, and, after afeikraAbnefbprdftoi# 
tions, they had the fatisfkdkste of' feeing thesrdi^ 
iign completely accompliifaed^ lArthe ad^g^ivfta 
had (6 reeeutly tridmphed otvenher fQiMritxr»firii 
now feeo with indifiereoce^ and tha fnibttlr'ai* 
mi ration was .^ti rely triaiiBferred to her, of tHua 
Sonnini ha^j^ifenowed himfeif tiie eban^ion. ^ Si* 
tisfied with Us fuccefsy is s'pdfot fo impdrliil) 
our author gpave aor en^ertainuicot on ImmM tHt 
Atalante, to the ti^: dancjftfd, iod cade aiMim gi 
to make fome amerids« bjfi hit iirbaiiity^ fir that 
derangemeDt of fuccefa which hti ezertioQffltftl 
caufed ta the former protegee of the GebitK& 
audience. 

After a delay of ten daya, our traveller and hto^ 
companions failed from the harbour- of Qeati', , 
on the 13th of May, with' a- fre(h gale, fronol tlia 
north-eaft, that bore them rapidly siong^iUk 
the lofty and fertile coaft of that beautiful pari 
of Italy ; while the maritime Alps> which reienia 
bled an immenfe amphitheatre, incruded with 
perpetual fnow, gradually reoeded from the fights 
and the high mountains, that ikirt the golf of 
Spezzia, prefented themfelves to view. Their 
fumraits were alfo capped with fnow« and they 
were deditute of vegetation, bat prodaftive til 
the tinea marbles that 2X^ ex'^Xtd from Italy. 
On the ieft/tbe mafinets pflitt^X\«i^ta2J\»^\«ai' 
Jar ifland of Gorgona, la\5ita lo xVia ^^xA^^ 
ofTafcany, and aftcrwatea ^^>a^^^^^^ 
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Corfo and Capraria, a fmall ifland^ appertaining 
to the republic of Genoa. It is fcarcely worthy 
a better appellation, than a barred' rock; but it 
contains, notwithilanding, a few houfesj that are 
inhabited by excellent Tailors. 

On the following day, they plied to windward^ 
between Cape Corfo and the iilaiid of Elba, a 
polTeffion of thelcing of Naples. It has two ex« 
eel lent harbours, and affords foihe good marble ; 
, but is more particularly famed for its mines of 
iron and magnets, which render its approach per<« 
ceptible to navigators, from the great variations 
to which the compafs is there fobjeft. The mes 
thod of working iron in this ifle is more econo- 
mical, more expeditious, and more advantagedtis 
than that of the common forges, in other parts 
of Europe; the metal which is produced, is 
equal to the beft Swedilh, in toughnefs and 
malleability. 

The coaft between Cape Corfo and Badia rs 
compofed of deep mountains, many of them co4 
vered with fnow. The city of Badia is pleafant^ 
\y fituated upon the declivity of a hill, and its 
harbour affords fecure anchorage for fmall vefieis^ 
though it is unfit for the reception of (hips of war. 

Towards noon, the Atalante paifed near a bare, 
and defert rock, called Monte Chrido, fituated at 
a fmall diflance, to the fouthward of Elba, from 
which it feems to have been detached, by one of 
thofe convulfions of nature, which frequently 
happen in thePs Teas. The line of land, that ori- 
ginally united the two idands, may dill be traced 
by an intervening rock, called the YVvcitQai>>^'^\>A 
almoU even with the water's eA^€i. 

At tbci ^^ofzim'eacecnent of tVi^ «iivtxTkWj?cv> ^^ 
weather was fine, and ihcte v» ^ '^^^'^ilTc 
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from the fouth-eaft; but, toH'ards evetiiog, iM 

wind changed, and blew ftroTig from tbc louih" 
we(t. The Ikf^ was ihen overcatt; the advancing 
iiig])t waseiuemely dark, and derived addiiiooal 
horror tVom the frequent flaihca of lighinin^; 
that gilded the frowning clouds with a trflnfi- 
lory blazcj and illumined the agiiated waves nj 
the ocean. This gtile of wind continued till the 
15th, when the vellel was abreaft tA' Le Boccbc 
di B<inifacio,* and about ten leagties dilUnt trom 
the land. ThK tea is here repulTed by numha- 
lefs ihoals and a great extern ot coaft, and.ihe 
winds are freqvientiy changed by a variety oi 
fl,r4ir!i, fo that few fhips navigate in thefe Jati* 
tildes without meeting with bad weather. Dar- 
ing the tempert in the mornit^g. leveral quaih 
and turtle-doves endeavoured to (hie\d them 
fdves from the fury of the contending elemenlF 
by futtlingupoii thefhip^ they wer^ all foextremf 
]y fatigued cir te^ rifled, that i hey fafFeifd then 
felvcs to be taken by the hand. At fome dilian' 
from the frigate, the billows were ploughed b; 
numerous flioal of porpoifes, while, on the oti 
fide, a turtle lay fluggifhly upon tlie furface,; 
After encountering another gale, from the v 
fouth-weft, the feamen difcovered, on the i; 
the ifland of Ulrica, a dependency of Sicily, 
is well cultivated, though only about tw 
n>ilts in circumference : it is well known, 
retreat to- the pirates, who infeft thefe 
though it is only four years (ince the Neapc 
monarch refolved to; ered a fort upon it, 
der to keep them away. They had alfo 
of tbem the SicWiarv i^Towvotv\o\>5 , t-?^^^ 

♦ The ftraits wh^tVi tc^^iT^XC ^t; \^^tve^ c 
I that of SardinUr 
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San Vitto, and about twelve o'clock they call 
anchor^ at the mouth of the harbour, at Paler- 
mo, and dlfpatched an officer^ to compliment the 
viceroy of Sicily, and to negociate with him the * 
point of falutes. It was accordingly agreed, 
that the Atalante (bould fire fifteen guns, and 
that a fimilar number ihould be returned by the 
citadel; but fuch was the fiate of the Sicilian ar« 
tillery, that two full hours elapfed, while the 
gunners were bufily employed in raifing fome 
half-burie^ pieces of cannon, placing them upon 
blocks of wood, indead of carriages, and putting 
theai in a condition to fulfil the viceroy's en- 
gagement. The Barbary corfairs were well ac- 
quainted with this ihameful negled, and fre« 
quently availed therafelves of it, by cutting vef- 
fels out of the very harbour. 

As only three days were fpent at Palermo, our 
author employed them to the bed advantage, by 
vifiting, rapidly, every thing of note in the city 
■ and its environs, which are already well known, 
by the narrations of various travellers, and the 
beautiful delineations of different artills. 

The harbour is one of the fecureft in thefe 
(eas, and is defended by a fortrefs: its form is 
circular, but its artillery, as already defcribed, is 
adoally^contemptible. The city, with the fub- 
urbs and circumjacent wallas, prefents to the fpeo 
tator an agreeable and richly- diver fified amphi- 
theatre^ while the back fcenery is rendered highly 
pidurefque, by a chain of lofty mountains, whofe 
. naked and uncultivated fummits afpire to the 
■ clouds, idimediately behind Ih^ c\\.^ . 'W^ ^\^"t\!^ 
i are weU.bailt, wide, ftrai^Vvt, w\^ ^-aN^^ ^^ 
Jsrge OoDegr^be largeft of ibem m^^ ^^ ^^>^ ^^ 
'^<mU» lift^ef. St. Hoaoi6^ ^€««t>».\>^^J^ 
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fplendid illumination of the (hops . I 
houfes; by the number of equipages^ 
beaus behind them; and by the crowdi 
that pafs and repafs continually. At 
mities of the city are four handfome ] 
two Greets leading to them* which 
other, near their centre* and form a fa 
called the Ottangolo. 

Such of the Sicilian^ as are not 
bourers* are fo conftantly ufed to gc 
coach, that they would deem it high! 
to make ufe of their legs ; hence* the 
carriages is very great* and a foreigne 
cure one* of refpedable appearance* 
of feven or eight livres per day. i 
univerfally worn at Palermo* by perfc 
ry dcfcription. The hair-drefl*er* wit 
der-bag; the oobler, with his leathc 
and, in iliort, every artifan, in the d 
refpedlive profeffion, may be there fe 
long toledo by his fide, an old* full bot 
upon his head, and mod commonly > 
of fpedacles hanging upon his nofe. T 
es are magnificently decorated, and 
overloaded with ornaments, in fuch a 
to give offence to good tafte. The pri 
je6ts of admiration, which embellifh t 
of thefe edifices are, fome excellent 
the fuperb altar of St. Catharine's, con 
the fined marble, which, by a fingul 
forms a broad fedoon border round it; 
ty-four columns of oriental granite, th 
the cathedral ; feveral tombs of porp 
an immenfe tabertiacVe oi X^v^^X^taiXx 
The temple, which Vvas \>^«^tv tx^et' 
and the fcietu^cB, U wvucVv ^\W\^^ 
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mufeum is a confufed ailemblage of unintereft- 
ing objeds -, the colledion of animals is tno^ 
wretched, merely confifting of a few monfters, 
preferved in fpirits of wine> and of worm- ea tea 
ik»ns, that are literally dropping to pieces} there 
are, however, fome valuable antiques and fome 
curious petrifadions. 

The adjacent country is extremely pleafant. 
La Bagaria, a canton, at nine miles diftance from 
the city, is juftly celebrated for the beauty of its 
plains, the richnefs of its foil, the variety of its 
culture, and the numerous villas with which it 
IS embelli(hed. The road that leads to it^ is en- 
tirely lined with aloes and Indian figs. In this 
part, our author faw the palace of prince Palago- 
ni, which is really fo fhocking a monument of 
bad tafte, that it does not even merit the appel- 
lation of folly. The exterior and avenues are 
crowded with a prodigious number of clumfy. 
ftatues, thrown promifcuoufly together, and re- 
prefenting monfters, fo difgufting, that they 
ceafc to be ridiculous. The ftyle of the interior 
is perfedly analogous. The walls of the apart-% 
ments are plated with coloured glafs, in irai* 
tation of marble, and the ceiling is compofed of 
numerous fragments of looking-glafles, which 
reflect objefts in a thoiifand different ways. Here, 
alfo, the fpedator is ihown large crucifixes, and 
pyramids, conftrufted of cups, faucers, coflTee- 
pots, and other articles of earthcrn ware, arrang- 
ed in fach a manner, as to form the moft incon- 
fiftent aiTemblage. In the chapel, there is a 
group of angels, entirely naked, of the roo^ 
beautiful forms and bVill'iaul coVovmti^^ ^'V^ ^' 
horrible wooden figure in tbe ra\d^ ^^ Owecp-»^^ 
prefeDtfng a dead man, paxvAv dL^\o\««^ ^'^^ 
V0L.XXUI. • Y -«circ«>= 
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wormf. As this piece of difgafUng abfn 
it onlackily executed in fudi a maoner, : 
appear natanil at the firft glance, many h 
who have vifited this flrotefque edifice, 
fainted at the unexpeAe3 fight» and fomet 
experienced the moft dtfaftrous confeqai 
from their ill-timed cariofity. The fortoi 
the proprietor, k feems, is now vefted in 
bands or tmjEtees, b» his friends have found 
hewas raining himfelT, by the execadon o 
fevourite, but prepofterons, abfurdities. 

Adjoining the edifice of Palagoni,ftands th 
lace of Prince Valguarnera, which forms a cb 
ing contra ft to the former^ as qonfiderable 
is difplayed both in its conftrudion and f 
ture. Its fitaation and profpeft are exqai 
pleafant: it is embeliiihed with a noble ga 
a fine piece of water, and an elegant theati 
private reprefentations, while to tbefe ac 
tages is joined, the urbanity of its propr 
which renders it indeed a moil delightful a 
From hence, our traveller made an exct 
to a fmall town, denominated Montreale. 
built on the fummit of a deep mountain, 2 
termination of-a new and excellent road, g 
ed on each fide by a wall, bread high, fpri 
with cryftal fireamlets, that lave the g 
declivity, and perfamed by aromatic oi 
which rife from an adjacent fored of orang 
lemon trees. The mod remarkable obje 
Montreale, is a large church, erected by Wi 
the Good. It is completely incruded with m 
and the principal altar U of mady filver, ad 
bijr executed. 
Among other rematViabXe v\vvtv^%, vn^aD 
riODM of Palermo, a oowctki q1 C,^^>m» 
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IS pointed out to the curiofity of flrangers : it is 
iituated at a fmall diflance from the town> and 
its gardens ferve for a public promenade. Be- 
neath the monaQery is a large cave^ divided into 
four great galleries, and lighted by means of 
apertures at each extremity. Here are preferv- 
ed all the friars^ who have died lince the found- 
ation of the convent, as well as thc*^ bodief of 
feveral individuals of the town, who were appar- 
ently fearful to be confounded with the reft of 
ipankind, even after their deceafc. 

But haftening to quit this dreary abode, our 
author gives the following animated pidure of 
Sicily's privileged foil, and its exuberant produc- 
tions. *' Warmed," fays he, '* by the genial heat of 
the folar rays, and by fubterraneous fire, the earth 
rejefts fcarcely any kind of culture; whether be- 
decked with a carpet of beautiful green; enrich- 
cd with the golden barvefls, whofe abundance 
formerly procured this ifland the name of the 
Granary of Rome; or, covered with trees of every 
kind, bearing odoriferous fruits and flowers, ihe 
always prefents hcrfelf in the rich drefs of ferti- 
lity." 

The women, feen by our author, in that part 
of Sicily which he vifited, were, in general, 
handfome, and reputed very fufceptible of ihc 
tender paliions ; a happy difpofition, which thej 

• Thfc prcfenration of thcfc bodies is cnfurcd, by dry- 
ing them before a flow fire, in fuch a manner as 16 con- 
fame the flcfti, without injuring the flcin ; when they arc 
tiidroughly dried, they are ciad in the monaftie habii, and 
/jBt uptight upon (helves, in the cave; -but m ^A^tftw\TwVs*^Ni«s.x 
prQcefisis di/coioured, and $TCi\uttvi\'^ vottv, \v\v^"*^-i v» 
conceive, that this fingular co\\c€t\oxi ift.\)&. v^^^®^^ ^ ^^'^ 
hideiouM fpca^clt to a ar?ingct» 
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indifpQlablj derive from the genial inf 
their atiiioq>here. 

The paftarea are covered with numei 
of fine oxen, fimilar to thofe of Franc 
in the ihape of their homn, which are e 
narkable for their length apd rtgularitj 
of everj kind is extremelj plentiful, at 
alfil caught in great abundanqe. The 
ihoals are likewife reddened with cor 
great nnmber of boats are employed ii 
ery of that valuable produdion ; and 
thing may feem deflitute of life anc 
gulls frequently cut the air in their ra| 
over the mips at anchor^ and oppofe thi 
white of their pluma^? to the beautifu 
an atmofphere^ that is but rarely fulli< 
cloud. ' • 

Quitting the harbour of Palermo, a 11 
midnight, on the 22d of May, the Atal 
ceeded towards a lofty and perpendic 
montqry, called San Vitto. Between 
and Pajermo, the coaft is fteep, and intei 
fine, cultivated valleys, which form a • 
contraft to the flerility of the neighbouri 
^There is deep water along the coaft, a 
may approach very near to it, without ar 
The feameu then pafled between Marc 
Favoyanna, two fmall iflands, whither 
of Naples baniihes his ftate prifoners 
ilanding towards Malta, they perceive 
extent of the low Sicilian coaft, betw 
Marfella and Cape Paftaro ; and, in the 
difcovercd a chain of lofty mountains, p 
the coaR. The wealhcx v;?l^ tvo^ \^ 
^ne ; the heavens pcrfcdX^ ^^ittti^s 
glided ilowly over t\ie (moolVi tvxtl^^^ 
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ter^ that was fcarcely dimpled hf the gentle 
breeze, while the paifengers gazed, enraptured, ea 
Che furrounding plains, richly embellilh^ed by the 
fpontaneous produdions of nature, and charm* 
ingly di verified by the labours of the hoiband- 
man. 

On the morning of the 25th, they approached 
the iiland of Panleleria. which is tolerably fertile, 
and contains fome inhabitants. It has, howeVer^ 
bnt one fpring of water, and is generally dread- 
ed by mariners, who know, by experience, that 
ihips feldom pafs it without encountering an ob- 
iiinate gale of wind. 

Next day they entered the harbour of Malta, 
which, our author affirms, is one of the fined and 
moR capacious in the univerfe. The entrande ia 
i)arrow,and guardedoneachfidebyaiirong caAle« 
The fortifications, which defend the port and tbd 
city, are truly excellent, and kept'in thorough re- 
pair. The city of Valette, or the new city, is 
well built > the roofs of the houfes, like thofe of 
the oriental nations, are terraced, and the Greets 
are paved with a fort of (lone, that is fo extreme- 
ly white, as to dazzle the eyes, when refl( ding 
the rays of the fun. The palace of the grand 
mafler is a fpacious bnilding, equally renlarkable 
for its exterior and interior graceful (impltcity. 

The order of Malta are pofTefled of a public li- 
brary, that is apparently increafing with great 
rapidity. This library contains (everal fpeci- 
mens of natural hiAory, among which is a'petrir 
fied bone, of confiderable (ize. At Malta it was 
fuppofed to be a piece of petrified wood 5 bVit our 
author convinced fevcral )^Tfo^%oii\\€vt'«iv^'^^* 
and clearly demon ftra ted, iVi?l1 \\.^?t%^A^'«^|J»^^^'^ 
of the /coiur of fome lar^e qaaix^B^* ^^^ »; 

Pa ^ 
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A diU richer cabinet of cnriofities was difco* 
vered by SonDiDi, in the poifeliion of M. Barba- 
roiix, which containtd fom** choire, curious pctri- 
fadions; valuable medals y a large figured pearly 
a beautiful enaoirlled bead, in chi^ra ofcuro; and 
a large cryftal medal Uon, engraved by Michael 
Angelo. 

Walking is not here a degradation, as in the 
noify city of Palermo The grand roarer alone 
poirefTes a coach and fix horfes; and even this is 
feidom ufcd for any other purpofc than to carry 
him to his country houfe. Officers of the order, 
and other inhabitants, keep chaifes, for thb 
fame purpofe, drawn by a (ingle mule, and led 
along by a man, in order to prevent atiy accident 
to the humble, but careful, citizen, who is oecef^ 
fitated to traverfe the Greets on foot. Of the 
knights of Malta, Sonnini obferves, that all the 
members of the order, with whom he had any 
connection, were only remarkable for the great 
amenity oi their manners and the abundance of 
their civilities. 

At the diftance of three miles from the new ci- 
ty is the old one, called Citta Vecchia. It is the 
epifcopal refidence, and is embellifhed with a 
£ne cathedra], ornamented with an abundance 
of green and yellow antique marble, and the in- 
terior is completely hung with crinifon damaik, 
trimmed with a broad gold lace. From the top 
of the fpire, Mount Etna is clearly difcoverable, 
though fituated at the di (lance of two hundred 
miles. 

In the vicinity of this church is a fmall grotto, 
which contains an exceWeuX. ^2iV>ai^ o^ %v.\^\>\> 
^nd the inner furface o£ Oae iqo1*\'^ ^qn^x«.^^\>^ 
3 white, iichen. ^ 
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Id the environs of the old city are large ca-r 
werns, divided into fuch namerous rapifi cations, 
chat it has been found neceifary to block up the 
mtrance of fonne of the fubterraneous galleries, 
as they really formed a labyrinth, in which any 
perfoii might have loft hlmfelf, and periihed for 
want of affiftance. They were formerly ufed aa 
places of fepnlture, and Rill retain thie name of 
catacombs. On each fide are various fione tombs, 
placed one above another, and fome of them are 
covered with a convex lid. They fcem alfo to 
have ferved as places of retreat to the Maltefe, 
when their iiland was laid wade by the cruel 
icoorge of war. 

Theiiland of Malta is fitnated almod centralr 
ly between Africa and Sicily, in the Mediterra? 
nean fea. Its extreme length is about twenty* 
one miles and its breadth twelve. Properly 
fpeaking, it is no other than a rock, almoft enr 
tirely bare ; but its fubfiance is a white, calcare* 
OQS done, of a loofe texture, little folidity, and 
not repugnant to vegetation « The conteropla-r 
tive traveller, however, cannot refrain from ad- 
miring the induilry of tlie Maltefe, who, by dint 
of labour and perfeverance, have contrived tq 
clothe a rock (which in the bed part is only co- 
vered with a few inches of earth) with the 
charming aind varied produftions of Ceres and 
Pomona. In order to effeA this, they are oblig- 
ed to excavate and beat the rock into pieces: 
one portion is then reduced by the labourers into 
minute parts, and mixed with a thin layer of 
mould, which they occadonally fetch from Sicily^ 
while the fragments, tlial 'ww^ titaci^^ >^^^ ^''^- 
fsce, fervc to inclofe the fic.\d>N\V\v?L ^\^ nr^.'^^^ 
prevent the rain from catrs'iti^ ^^^^ NJeift^^^^^; 
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tive earth* This method iis generally fjccefefol, 
3rid rhe tnixture proves fo fertile* that corn, mil- 
let, and annual cotton, are Town to great adiran- 
tage i fig and other tVnit trees thrive remarkably 
well upon it» and it prodaces thofe oranges, ibal 
are utiiverially known, and juilly efteemed, ia 
maft parts of Europe, for the riohnefs of thtit 
pulp and llieir deligluful flaroor. Yet, not- 
withftanding all the pjinfal Jabours of the M^l* 
tefe, and their unwearied attention to agricul* 
ture, it muft be acknowledged, that their coixa- 
try h hy no means pleafant. The eye i^ fatigued 
by the ancoath appeorancft of numerous wall*^ 
white ftonett, and a dry, yellow foi!, rardy ipoi* 
ted with trees or verdtire ; and even thofe.. part*, 
that are^ diverfitied with the various crops of th(t 
earth, aflume a cheerleC? afpctt, as being too vlfibly 
the effect of art unaffified by the gifts of naiarc. 
Abrge garden, that was laying out at St, Anto- 
nio, belonging to the grand matter, at the diftance 
of a mtle and a balf frora the town, i>f mentioned) 
by Sonnini as one of the moft iurprifiog ettorts of 
Maltefe jiiduftry ; it abounds with i fine double 
poppy, a beauitful kind of fcabious, and other 
flowers j andis confequently a miracle, in fuch 
a coujitry as we have already defcribed; thotigb, 
on a different foil, it would be deemed but a ve- 
ry indifferent garden. The walks yferc entirely 
covered with fragments of white ftone, and were 
of courfe difgufting to the eye and unpleafant to 
the feet. The grand mailer gave a grand enter- 
tainment to the travellers, at this country houfe. 
Jn town, no perfon was allowed to cat with thi* 
petty prince; avid, ev^n \i«t, K'L^vi^o^lY ^"^^^ 
particular perfons who vj^ie ^^tov^xc^ \q >tai^ 
honour. After diuaerA^^^^'^'^^^^'"^;^*^'^^ 
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rrflraintS; and mixed, with evident good humour, 
among the company. 

The territory of Malta is by no means fuffici* 
ent for the fupport of its inhabitants $ bnt> on 
the contrary, the greateft part of the corn, cattle, 
3Dd all other neceffaries of life, are brought front 
Sicily, which may be jnftly termed, the market 
and granary of the Maltefe. The veflels, era- 
ployed for the conveyance of provisions, are ac- 
counted the fadeft failers in the world, and aro 
generally navigated by the beft and the mofk 
courageous mariners. 

Various kinds of fiih are found near the coaft 
of Malta, among which the accola, or white tun- 
ny, is held in the higheft eflimation : it is fmaller 
than the common tunny, but its fleih is whiter 
and more delicate. There is likewife a fifliery of 
coral and of feveral kinds of (hell fifh, as the da« 
toli, the pinn«, the fpiny oyfter, the tathys, telli- 
itm, whelks, &c. The paper nautilus is fometimea 
znet with, but is fufficiently rare, to be accounted 
a curiofity. ) 

During the twelve days that were fpent by our 
sutlior at Malta»the wind was firong and chanee>» 
sblr, the Tea was extremely rough, and it ram<o 
ed without intermiflion, though he was credi- 
bly informed, that it hard never been known to 
rain, in the month of June, for the courfe 
of forty years. The inhabitants were na- 
turally amazed at fuch extraordinary weather, 
and the gallies of the order were brought back 
inta the harbour. They were literally encum- 
bered with people 5 the admirM*s %^\\«i ^^la^^ 
ctirrying eight hundred men. TWw ^e.co\^>AW^^ 
were /bperb, confining of a pxoivi^\otv o^ ^^"^^^^ 
werlc,. richly gilt J thcu W^^ t^v\«^-wtx^ ^^^:^ 



bine and w!iite, wHb a krge crofa of Malta, 
painted in the centre; their elegant flags waved 
in the air with peculiar majeily; ^ind, when ua- 
der I'aili every thing concurred to make them a 
fplendid Ipefiacle. They were, Indeed, chieflf 
prefcrvcd, by the order, as a vefiigc of its anciftot 
magnificence, as their conftruiSion rendered them 
equally unfit for an engagement, or to encounter 
fi violent Aorm; 

As the ifland of Malta had paflTed fucceflitely 
through the hands of ievcral nations^ before it 
became tlie domain of the i^ofpitalers of St. John 
of Jernfalem, who afterwards exchanged tbil 
humble tkle for the appellation of knights ; re- 
main! of antiquity are commonly found; aod 
there are perlbna who boldly arfert. that the Mil- 
tefe language is flill more ancient than tbc 
greater part of thefe ruins. It has indeed long 
been fuppofed a bafe compound of Arabic and 
Italian, but a learned native has recently demon- 
firaied, that the Maltefe may vie with the moft 
copious of the living languages- 

On the 7th of June, our auihor and bis aflbci- 
ates failed from the harbour of Malta, and, on the 
12th. came within fight of the iiland of Cerigo, 
the ancient Cythera, fiLuated at ihf. entrance cf 
the Archipelago of the Levant; they alfo ob* 
fevved, at a fmall diflance, four ftertl, lofty* and 
defoiate rocks i and, on the following day, caft 
anchor in the deep bay of La Suda, in the ifland 
of Candia* frona whence they failed towards the 
low and fandy coaft of Ej^ypt, and, after a palTage 
ofs few days, arrived Cdfely at Alex^andria, 
it may be eaVily cot\ct\^ei v\i'iV ^ ^\v^ ^V^«^^«^ 
by the commatid of a^ K^e,^l^^^it^ , ^yk^^t^^E^^^ 
by a Uinocrates, mvitt-Uava \>eG& ot\^v 
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magnificent. It was alfo embelliflied, hj fome 
of the Egyptian kings, with admirable eftabliHi- 
ments j and its commerce was, at one time, con- 
feffedly, the greateft of any place on the face of 
the earth ; but, on the introdu6tion of luxury, 
elegant amofement degenerated into liccntiouf- 
Def83 public morals were gradually contaminated y 
and Alexandria fell a viSim to the follies of its 
own inhabitants, and a dreadful example to theu 
iarroanding nations. 

It is now impoliible to view the remains of 
this once great dnd jufily-famous city, without 
emotions of the deepeft regret. Monuments, 
that once appeared to mock the ravages of time, 
are noW fadly mutilated and mingled with com->^ 
mon rubbilh ; the immenfe library of the Ptole- 
mies has fallen a prey to the devouring flames; 
the ancient Pharos lies buried in the fea, without 
even any certain indication of the (iteon which 
it ftood 5 and Alexandria itfelf now occupies fo 
froall a portion of the fpace originally inclofed, 
by order of the celebrated conqueror, that it may 
in fa€t be faid to be dwindled away to a modern 
town, that can boaft no other antiquities than the 
numerous ruins that are fcattered around it. The 
arts, the fciences, the genius of the people, and 
commerce itfelf, is fo dreadfully flirunk and 
diminifhed, that Sonnini affirms, ** if a writer 
were not fupported by the ruins of a city; for- 
merly fo magnificent, he never would have the 
courage to fpeak of the one which now cxifts." 

The latitude of Alexandria has been given by 
Chazelle, of the academy of fcveuc^^ ^\.^?l\\^^^% 
32 deg. 11, m\n. 20 fee. lu \ot\^\V\3l^^ \% ATI ^«^» 
S6 min. 33 fee. The new c\\^ \^ c\vv^^ ^\^^^^ 
apoD tiieica-ihorc, th« ftieetB w^ w^^wi^^^^^^ 
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ed, and irregular. The roofs of the houfea an 
UDivcrfally terraced, and the aperltlres, that ferve 
as windows, are almoll blocked up by woodea 
lattices^ which projc^^ la various formi;^ and are 
fo clofc as fcarcely to admit the light ♦ By this 
invention, the habitations of the citizeos are lite- 
jally converted inro prifonsj where beauty lau- 
guifhea beneath con tempt and outrage, ioflcadof 
receiving that ardent and delicate homage which 
nature intended it fhould receive from every ge- 
nerous and fenfible heart. 

The confuted airemblage of men, of different 
nations, that are conlbntly feen crowtliug tbe 
Greets, in apparent h;t(le and aglcanon, prefcnU 
a lingular mixture of dreifo and manners to a 
contemplative fpeAator, who might be eafilyled 
to fuppofe, from their loud tone of voice, diftort- 
cd features, and violent gcfturei, that they aftu- 
aljy intended to dellroy each other, when they are 
only cheapening fome article of tratiic, after ibtlc 
accuftomed manner. From thisrcmark> it ifteafy 
to imagine what dreadful exceflea fuch perfom 
are capable of, who, on the moft common occi'- 
fion, bear the femblance of furies. When thef 
arc really incenfed, and their mlnd^ equally 
agitated with their bodien, they abandon theai- 
felves to the molt ungovernable pallion, aad 
rtally refemble thofe terrific beafts of prey, which 
fpread death and defolation over the arid and'eo- 
fanguined defert, 

tiruel and revengeful in their difpofitioR, th« I 

Egyptians are ncv«r contented with even the 

woil ample faUsfa^ion, uniefs they llain tbdt 

Jjflnds with the b\c*Qi o^ Vuto, -wW^u \Vit>j have 

dcclnrtd their enecny, Tbe^j ■\^^^^^^^^.^^A^ 

aH/niofitj;^tpT,a^,couti4cic^'^^^ ^^^^* ^'^^^^ 
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xiity does immediately offer^ for their diabolical 
parpofe ; bat the eifeds of their malice are final- 
Ij fare, and terribly irrational. If, for inflance, 
a Frank lias by any means provoked them, they 
wreak their revenge indifcriminately upon every 
Earopean who comes within their power, and 
tfaas deprive themfelves of their only poffible ex- 
cufe, and render their revenge a glaring a6t of 
atrocity. 

The Arabic language is in general ufe at 
Alexandria, and in all other parts of Egypt ; but 
fuch of the citizens as have any commercial in- 
tercourfe with Europeans, fpeak the Italian>< 
which has confiderable currency in all the ports 
of the Levant. 

A profufion of fand, duft, and rubbiih, confti- 
tates an abode well adapted to the prefent Alex- 
andrians, whofe ignorance flill ferves to augment 
the defolation. Proftrate or infulated columns, 
broken fiatues, difperfed capitals, entablatures, and 
fragments of various kinds are completely firewed 
over the environs of the city, which now may be 
juftly ftyled a hideous theatre of the moft horrible 
defirudtion. Affiided at the dgbt of fallen gran- 
deur and contemned magnificence, the generous 
traveller fighs with regret over the numerous 
ruins, and burns >with a laudable indignation 
againd a barbarous race, whofe facrilegious hands 
have wantonly dedroyed many monuments, which 
even the corroding tooth of time would hitherto 
Jbave/fpared. 

T^e prefent enclofure of Alexandria confifls of 

fblid^'v^alls, and a hundred vaulted towers^ the. 

circumtcxence of which is ouX^ ^\xv^\\^^»Vtw«^^'^'^> 

the ancient d[ty, according Xo v\ke \i^^ ?i.\i<Vs\a<\'«w^% 

n^a^ nearly twenty- four TOxWa to\»^. "^"^^ ^'^t^^; 
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jrc IS evidently in the manner of the An 

imns, and other fragmei-its of antique m^ 

ntu, have been empluyed in their conftrufti 

J Icveral infcriptions, on the towers, in Aii 

d Kuphic charaftersj iuily fubilantikte Lhel 

^re or tbeir origin, i 

Near the coallj and towards the esftern ex I 

nity of the crescent, formed by the new p 

jSand two obe)iikSj called Cleopatra*s need 

one of theoi ilill retains its original potitioD. 

the other is thrown from ii^ bafe, and almoft 

ried in the fand. Our author was not able 

the time of his vifit. to take their dirocnfic 

but one of bis countrymen, wbo feema to H 

meafured them with equal care and exa^tj 

affertSi that they are fifty*eight feet fix infl 

high, and feven feet iquarc at the bale, accord 

to the French meafiue, of which, our reaJ 

may obfcrve the French foot is to the Englif 

nearly the fame proportion as l6 to 15, 7 

are hewa out of a (ingle block of granite, an 

completely covered with hieroglyphics. 

At a fmall di fiance from thefe obeli Iks t' 
lace of the Egyptian monarchs once rai' 
magnificent head, and many fuperb vedige 
original grandeur are ftill difcernible. Tb 
now yield an abundance of granite and m 
the wortblefs citizens, who conilantly 
them in the conflru6tion <>f their own hot 
other materials. Medals, and other c 
were formerly found on this fpot with f 
' eft facility ; but, owing to the reiterated 
of Europeans^ t&ey ^te tvo'w become 
fcarce. 

Without the foulVi ^ave o^ \!h^>«? 
coiamn that waft? €,\ti xavi^^> ^\>X 
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head, triumphant over ignorance, time, and blind 
fuperftition. It is compofed of three pieces of 
beautiful granite, out of which are hewn the pe- 
de^1» the ihaft^and capital. Its height is about 
ninety-fivtt feet, and the mean diameter is feven 
feet and three quarters; confequently the folid 
contents of the column may be computed at dx 
thoufand cubic feet ; and, as it is a well-known 
fa6t, that one cubic foot of red granite weighs a 
liandred and eighty-five pounds, its weight muft 
;be equivalent to one million one bmidrfd and 
te(a thoufand pounds avoirdupois. 
- The ground upon which this pillar ftands* hav- 
ing ^nk, a part of the plinth that fudains it, ia 
-expofed to view. It is a granite block, of only 6& 
feet fquare, on which re&s a pedeflal of much 
larger dimeniions than itftlf ; a fa6t which fuffi- 
ciently proves the exa6t perpendicularity of the 
whole eredion. 

It fceras extremely probable, from a large cir- 
cular hollow that ha£ beendifcovered in its upper 
part, by Come perfons who contrived to afcend 
thither for the fatisfadion of their curiofity, that 
-the .capital originally ferved as a bafe to fome 
'fiat ne, the remains of which are now, in all like- 
lihood, irrecoverably loft. A native of France 
informed our author, that he had difcovered 
fome fragments of a ftatue near the pillar, which 
ieemed to have been of a prodigious fize ; but, 
Ending his labour froitlefs in fearching for the 
resDainder, he had thrown them: into the fea 
at a certain part, where they were fcen by Son- 
iiini, but fo obfcured by the fand, that he <:ould 
not poflibly make out what X\\^ vj^x^. \^Sa vc^- 
'former affhrted, that the f ta^mcJkV% NHt^x^ ^"i ^^ 
^cd porphyry. 



bough various and numerous cooje^Ta 
been frequently f^arted, and flill cxift, con- 
ng the time and motives of the ercftion ci 
fanious Alexandrian column, it woQld bt 
;u)C to change the appellation fo long a^&ed 
^ and which it will probably retaia through 
ceding agcfl, viz. Pompey's Pillar. Some in- 
bold I y afHrm, that it was rat fed by Cxfari 
mmemoration of the great viflory over Pom- 
at Pharfalia; others, that it was a rnona- 
; of gratitude of the Alexandrians towardi 
Roman emperor, Alexander Severaa } and a 
clafs attribute its elevation to the com- 
Is of Ptolemy Evergetos, one of the kings of 
^t j while our author feems inclined to attri- 
the honour of its eredion to thafe ancient 
I, which produced fo tnany Egyptian prodi- 
wbea thoufands of men were employed 
e years in the coDveyance of maffes of ftooc, 
^ery moving of which fcemed to mock the 
eft cKerliou of human ftrcngtb. 
the fouthward of Pompey's pillar, is a deejN 
g, and fpacious valley, called Giurge, by 
atLve^. It contains fomc fragments of aeh 
buildings, feveral detached parts of granite 
ins, and a cave, into whichj however, it is 
ollible T\ow to enter. The next place woriby 
tice is the kalifh, or canal of Alexandria^ 
the time of the Egyptian kings, the c\tf 
lot furrounded with that fteril wafte, which 
efL-nt renders its environs difgufting ; butr 
e contrary, it was refrcQied with a falutary 
efs, and the fnrrounding foil was fertiJizeo 
s hke Mateous, aui V>«t>\^T^i^ t,?wAU, one 
m defcendm^ tTtjOi \3v^x ^^.N^i^v* xx^.^ '^ 
oniing from a bta^^Vi ol 
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4he Bolbitic. Thefe afeful and agreeable works 
were kept in tolerat^le repair, under the govern- 
ment of 4he caliphs, but the rage of the Turks 
for deftrudion has dried up thofe charming re- 
iervoirs. fo that nothing now remains but the 
eenal of Lower Egypt, and even that is in a ruin- 
ous condition. It has three bridges over it, of 
modern conlirudion and during the inundation, 
it receives the waters of the Nile at Latf, oppo- 
£te Fouab. 

. At a fmall diftance, by the fea-iide, is the en* 
trance of the fubterraneous aquedu£t> that con- 
veys the water of the Alexandrians into their cif- 
terns, the arches of which fupported the whole 
extent of the ancient city, and formed one of the 
mod beautiful noonuments in the world. It was 
by fo eafy a method of communication, that mer- 
chandife was formerly conveyed through Egypt. 
The perils of the Tea were thus eluded, and the 
dangerous paifage of the mouth of the Nile was 
avoided, with equal facility. Yet, notwith(i:and- 
ing fuch evident and ineClimable advantages, thig 
canal has been ftupidly negleded, by an igno- 
rant and barbarous people. The walls that.fuf* 
tained the banks were, at the period of our au- 
thor's vifit, dropping to decay ; the flream itfelf 
was impaffable for boats, and feemed to threaten 
the citizens with a total wantof water ; in which 
cafe, modern Alexandria might have funk amidft 
the furrounding rains, and have become a prej 
to the favage animals that frequently prowl 
around its walls, and fill the evening air witb 
their horrid cries. 

The banks of the canal avc^x\\\NCCi^^\s^ -^te^ 
trees and fbruhs, and iu fora^ ^^cft& ^^l ^"^^ 
eJotbed ^th occafional paVcVxta otN«t^>3X«i>^^ 
a 3 ^ ^^ 



thera numberoffmall birds ti fa all 7 re fort, among 
which our traveller remarked the fig peckcrt the 
Jky-larki and an abundance of fparrbws. Thofe 
of the former defcriprioo* are ooly birds ofpaf- 
fage at Alexandria, but tbe fparrows, like tWe 
of Europe, are equally remarkable for eflronterj^ 
faniiliariiy, and voracity, femingly deterroiocd 
to partake, at all events, of tbe dwellings and 
proviJions of the natives. Exclusive of a few 
fields, where barley is fown, and where arti- 
cbokca and other vegetable* are cultivated, the 
adjacent country prefents nothing to the fpefta- 
tor bot rocKs, fands, and general fterility. The 
cultivation was formerly much larger, and might 
have been Ctiil exten4C(^ with Ebegrealeft fafii^ity 
by the AleKandrian^, but tbac igporaut and inac^ 
tive race, who made no rffort to prcferve ibc only 
wat^r that was potable, could oftr bcexpefted :o 
make any exertion to procore to thenifelvcs either 
comfort or abundance- 

In the vicinity of tbe canal are long fubterra- 
neousgalleriea, hewn out of the rock* and diftia* 
gui(he3 by the name of the Catacombs. In alL 
probability tbey were originally the quarries, from 
whence the rfones were extracted for tbe co^- 
firiiaion of the city, atid were then fct apart for 
ihepurpofeof fepulture. Moft of the pafTages 
have fallen in, but a few of them ferved to faiisfy 
cur authors curiofity, who difcovcred 00 each 
fide the interior, three rows of tomba, placed one 
above the other. At tbe extremity of fome of 
the galleries, there are feparate cbarabers, with 
their peculiar tombs, moll probably defigT>cd for 
the ;d ferment of fonie '^aT\\c>i\M iMa\V^> or cUfs 
of citizens. The A.Ta\ii cQ^TiiLit,iiv\^ ^^fiL^^^^^^v 
thefG catacombs have acommwv^*\v^Ti^\" 
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pyramids of Memphis. This aflertioD* however, 
is not readily believed by our author, as he cou- 
fefles foch a vaft extent appears exaggerated. It \ 
is indeed a well known {a€t, that they reach as 
far as the fea at the head of the old port, where 
three excavations in the rock, honoured by the 
Egyptians with the appellation of Cleopatra's 
biaths, feem to be a continuation of them. 

During his refidence at Alexandria, Sonnini 
lodged at the French fadory, which he defcribes 
as a quadrangular building, fituated at the head 
of the new port, and enclofing a large court-yard, 
round which are the warehoufes, under arcades-: 
the latter are fupported by fragments of pillars, 
taken from the ruins of the ancient city. Seve- 
ral are of granite, and one is of porphyry* In the 
•midd of the yard is a ilatue, of white ftone, re- 
prefenting a woman with a child by her fide ; 
the fcolpture is tolerably good, and the drapery 
in particular is well executed^ but it has received 
many and frequent injuries from the bales of 
jnerchandife that are continually toiling about, 
and fomeiimes fall upon it with fuch force as to 
mutilate it. The apartments are built over the 
warehoufes, confequently' the windows are at a 
confiderable height from the ground. The only 
avenue to this fpacious enclofure, is ihut up by 
a fingle gate of great folidity, and ip times of 
tumult, bales of goods are ufually piled up againft 
it, a? a farther fecurity. If, however, the infur- 
redion be not eafily appeafed, and the lead fear 
is entertained of the populace breaking in, all 
the merchants contrive to Hip from the windows* 

♦ Sonnini had one day an op^ott\uC\\M ^\ vivVbrSSw^j^^^^ 
extreme terror, with which the bixt *At^ o^ ^xi ^^^^ 
drUv riot mied the fouls of the QiWX^ WkKiOBa»&% ^^'^^ 



in the courfe of the night, and to t ate 

board of fame veirel in theharbovir. 

Having heard of a curlons antique n 
that was ID a mofqucj without the wa 
city, our author exprefTed a with to 
o[i the intimation of hia defuc, he re< 
flrongefl aifurances that it was imp 
HCf however, conirived to bribe the in 
mofque, and^by bis connivancejhad ai 
niiy of examining the edifice^ and its 
At his leifure* The mofque itfelf Is vei 
the walU arc encrtjfted with marl>lea o 
colours, and fome beaatiful pieces of mi 
repaid the trouble of our adventurer 
his curiofity. The tomb, which was 
immediate objett of his rcfearcb, is pr< 
of the Jincft pieces of anrir|UJty in Eg; 
very hrgej and wouJd be an oblong fqi 
not one of its fides rounded off in the j 
a bathing-tLb. Ji is formed of one piec 
and fpotted marble, elegantiy diverfi 
green, yellow, and red, and is coverei 
great a profnfion of hieroglyphics, thai 
■would, in all probability, be toofliort 
ftdmit of their being faithfully copiedp 
cophagun is now iifed by the Mahom* 
refer voir, to contain water for their rel 
lutlonB. 



fon Ijapprntng to fiy, that in E^ptian was HtiE 

of Enrnpc, th^ ^atci of the faflory were haililj 

o/goodi ordered 10 bt moved, m Qr<lcT to fuJ 

pc^erf fhock, :iii4 al\ tbc tritniVc* "^ ^>\t ^i^w 

pitriag to cfcapt to lUc \iiiVkooT . \i^ ^tri^^^ 

wh^wM^ whcathcy wctc Viav?^\^ v^^^^wm 

^imm M^bifmri^K} who Iwd WvWcd ^uo\Xv«. 
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; It w^fiiA that a cootinaal oommuDication with 
^he:i(ftfMAi8 nations of Europe has^ in feme degree, 
difpujllii the Alexandriaos to more toleration, in 
foaie particulars, than the reft of the Egyptians; 
as for inftance, Europeans are by them permitted, 
as wellas by the inhabitants of Rofetta, to wear 
their native dreffes, while in every other part of 
Egypt they are forbidden to appear, without be- 
ing clad in the oriental fa(hion. This indul<* 
: gence, however, muft by no means be abufed ; 
for if the Europeans venture to ibow themfelves 
in any number, or wit^ any degree of parade, at 
a diftance from the (hipping, they inftantly draw 
upon themfelves the infults of the populace. 

It is a remarkable fad that, notwithftanding 
the flupid barbarifm of a people, who, as we have 
already obferved, have fo ihamefully negleded, 
aad fometiines deftroyed, the moft precious re- 
lics of antiquity, they ftill prefervc a folemn re- 
fpeGt for the name of the illuftrious conqueror, 
whofe fuperb monuments lie fcattered around 
their habitations. " Thou art an Alexander^* is^ 
in their opinion, the higheft encomium upon hu- 
man valour 3 fo true it is that, when the fculp* 
tared marble falls negleded to the duft, and the 
fiatue of bronze is confounded wkh the common 
ruins of a city, great adions will furvive thofe 
peri&able monuments, and claim an unabated 
admiration from the children of pofterity. 

European merchandife is conveyed by water 
from Alexandria to Cairo, from whence it is fent 
to all the different parts of Arabia, Upper Egypt, 
and Abyflinia. The fmall velTels, ufed for this 
purpofe, between AlcxanAna ^icui "^^ci^^xv^^ v^^ 
denomioated germs 5 genetaW^ A iflaoxiV V^^ ^ 
£x tooB burden. TbeU gou!ftxuQ^wx\% Xsi^v^"^ 



inariners nev«r pafs it without trembH 
wards the end of the year 1777> ^^^ 
branch of the Nile was entirely chokec 
the fird boats that attempted a paCfage i 
the danger attending tbe^jftofetta branc 
likewlfe to increafe greatly every year j ; 
irrational to fuppofe, that the ignorance 
thy of the Egyptians (hould ever contriv 
fine the water^ and give more deptb to i 
oel. 

Among a variety qf fait water fiihc 
by the natives on the Alexandrian coaft 
particularly remarked the kind of ray, 
Dated the fea eagle ; the borito, a fpeciec 
tunny ; the gar fiili, the fur mullet, and 
which formerly occupied a diftinguifh 
npon the tables of the Romans. Our au 
cured one of thefe fi(h, which was thirl 
long; the colotir of its body was a di 
clouded with trrftv. itft hftad Mvaa hluiOi 
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the iofaabitants, and were faluted, in their paf- 
lage through the city, with a fhower of ftones, 
and much abufive language. At a fmall di (lance 
from the town, a mifchauce of another kind be- 
fel them, as the afs that carried their provifions 
indignantly overfet his panniers, to eafe himfelf 
of the unpleafant weight, and reduced bottles, 
plates, pki€s, and every thing to one common 
mafs of ruin. Near half an hour elapfed before 
the fcattered fragments could be collected, and 
placed upon a horfe of a gentler difpolition. The 
travellers were then overtaken by the night, 
which proved exceedingly dark -, they proceeded, 
however, till they had performed half the jour- 
ney, when they flopped to take a little reft. 
When the time came for them to refume their 
progrefs, a great uproar and difpute arofe con- 
cerning the mules, which had been turned loofe, 
and could not now be either found or diltin- 
guiihed with facility. The muleteers foon be- 
gan to exchange blows 5 the janizaries beat the 
contending parties, and a whole hour was loft in 
this comic fcene of confufion, while Sonnini, 
with an old fervant; a bombardier belonging to 
the navy; and a young draughtfman, had taken 
the precaution to fecure their refpcdive animals, 
and confequently enjoyed^ at their eafe, the ludi- 
crous behaviour of their quarrelfome compani- 
ons. At length, however, the tumult ceafed ; 
the fignal was given for departure ; and, at about 
lix o'clock the next morning they arrived at Ro« 
fetta, from whence they fet off in the afternoon 
for Cairo j and after remaining th«e fox a.vxvciw.vXjw* 
chieBy within doors, they retUTn^^ Xo feX^^-^^v^^v^ 
ir/itA the fame rapidity aft \ixeN \«A ^'^^^^'"nr^ 
tbcir excarBon. 
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The journey from Alexandria to Hofetta ti 
ufuall/ taken by night, as the travellers then 
avoid the inconvenience of nn ardrnt fun; but 
Sonnini, having been accuflomed to hot climatcij 
was able to bear the ftrongert heat of the folar 
rays, and was confcqucntly enabled to afcertaia 
many particulars, of which perfons of a weaker 
conOitntion were obliged to remain ignorant. 
This journey is ufually performed in about twelve 
hours. As there are no carriagot in the count rvj 
mules arc made nfc of, which may be hired at 
different places, on moderate terms. Their pace 
U a long amble, which is very pleafani: to ibc 
rider, and they are fo well acquainted with the 
road^ though there U no beaten track over the 
fand, that it is unoeceiiary to guide thenij either 
by day or night. 

On quitting Alexandria, the road lies mm 
eaft nf>rth eaftdireftion, iilong the bafc of a prtBl 
niontory, thit fireiches out to the northward d 
the city. The coaft is here more elevated than tha 
of the Tower of Arabs, and is agreeably fpotte 
with habitations and patches of verdure. At tl 
point of the promontory ftands the town 
Aboukir, ereded on the ruins of the ancient ( 
nopns. 

At the diftance of eighteen miles from he 
are the remains of the Canopic branch of 
Nile ; it is at prefent, however, only a fait 
ter lagoon, and has no communication witJ 
river» except at the time of its greateft inc 
J( may commonly be forded with fafety, ' 
the depth of lV\e waXex \s augmented, wJ 
mad be palfed *m a bo^v. tVe. ^xv^v^^\ 
ancient branch of t\\fc l^^W^ ^'^ fi'i.vx^Tc^^X^j 
^BLid formed by a bau^ oi ^^i^'^^. ^^^^ 
3 
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ern bank ftands a 1arge» fqunre building, con« 
Iruded upon the fame principles as the genera* 
ity of Egyptian caravanferas ; but Sonnini ob« 
srves, that it is unworthy the name of an inn^ 
eftowed upon it by Corneille le Bruyn^ a« it 
icrely contains a well of difagrccable water. 
Lboat a mile and a half further^ are difcernible 
pen the coad, in a clear day, feme dilapidated 
^alls, and other ruins, which are probably the 
smains of the ancient Heraclium. 

Proceeding along the fea-(hore» which is abun-* 
antly covered with a variety of Ihells, end agree- 
bly enlivened by the vifits of the fea-lark, the 
iriegated horfeman, the curlew, and the dufky 
ind- piper, travellers arrive at the tomb of aMa- 
ometan faint, where tkey are fupplied, by a re« 
dent Arab» with coffee and brackifli, warm wa« 
;r. .The latter^ however, proves fafficiently ac- 
•ptable, after a tedious march over the fands* 
nd the inconvenience of an expofure to the vio- 
>nt heat of the fun. From hence they proceed 
> a brick tower*, which warns them to quit the 
each, and feveral others of a fimilar conftruc- 
on occur in their way to RofTetta, as otherwife 
ley might lofe themftlves upon a moving plain; 
nd fo much the more eaiily, becaufe the city is 
bfcured, on the weftern fide, by accumulated 
eaps of fand, and confequently does not f^rike 
tie eye till they arrive at the very entrance of 
le firft dreet. 

The fcehe then changes^ as by enchantment, 
rom hideous, arid plains, and difmal ruins, to a 

• Some of the towers are much Ut^j&t \^^^li <5»>\«t\^ -wv^ 
le not Mid, hut MSordp in their iiWcnot, wi o\^v^\^*'^^^^^'^^ 
tbomdaas, and a wdcgne (heltex \o ^9to>^^^^ ..xw)"^- 
f in gaaenl. 



bandfomeand pppulocts tawn^ a beatiuful fer 
Qf gardenia tad aa itnmeoie ir^St o£ cultival 
land» where Nature ftnilea in her ga> ed atti 
and layiijies her gifts vitb unexampled prd 
iion. Kofletta is hmlt in a fimple, yet agrecat 
fiyle. .On the eaficrn fide It is vraQied by I 
xnajefiji^ Nile^ which bears, trsnquiUy, on lU t 
fom tM Wfiakl^ of many tiation^^ and nnhly t 
tilizcji the cLrciUnjacent country. On the nor 
the city is etinbelhihed with a wilderncfs of ai 
inatic odours it for here the gardens are not i 
vided bjy nBgcdar bed^ and walks, as in the t 
clofqvet or Iturbpe ; but» on the contrary, ev4 
thing ieeoas to gro^ entirely by cb^tnce. T 
^ugns of the orange and the lemon tree are f 
qiieptlT ioterwoVipn ; the pomegranate hangs 
the fide of theanona i efculent vegetables Hi 
riih beneath the balmy fliade, and the lofty pa 
majeftically rifes above the fiirrounding Lrr 
Here fragrant bowers, inlerreded by wind 
paths, and rendered ^11 more falabrioas by 
crydai drearoiet, that glides between the tr 
grove^ and kindly diffufes the aliment of we 
tioD> fcarcely admits the penetrating rays o 
Tun« while the fweet cooing of the turtle 
feirms well adapted to reproach the gloom 
infenfible Turk, who devote^ the paffiof 
amidd this charming retirement^ to his pi 
his coffee^ ignorant of the exquifite delig? 
refined love» and too proud to admit the 1 
o/bis harem to a participation of h|s pier 
On the oppofite fide of the river is ti 
a plain that has no other boobdaiy but 
^a; a beautifa\co\]LT\Xt^,^V^xi^\x«?iV 
otthe water, wbere, \u \\i^l^m<i^ 
ibaodmaa rejoices m xYic Wloxvwx<»« 
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faarvefl, and a rich difplay of verdant pa(iures| 
where, like the vicinage of Roifetta, the fcenery 
is elegantly diverfified with odoriferous groves^ 
clumps of evergreens, and a profufion of vegeta- 
bles, while the fleecy tenanu of the mead roam 
carelefsly over their native foil, and towns, and 
villages, lakes, canals, and the diftant turrets of 
cities, complete the charms of the matchlefs 
landfcape. 

RoiTetta, from the fuperiority of its houfes to 
thofe of Cairo, Us pleafant iituation upon the ri- 
ver, its .charming profpeds, perfumed groves, 
and falubrious air, has juftly received the appel- 
lation of the Garden of Egypt. It is indeed the 
moft agreeable town in that part of the globe. 
It is the emporium of traffic between Cairo and 
Alexandria } it diffufes thither motion, life, and 
comfort, and its own ihops are abundantly fup- 
plied with all forts of merchandife, and all the 
necelTaries of life, the latter of which may b« 
procured at a very reafonable price. Remote 
from the noife of fea-ports, and Grange to thofe 
revolutions which frequently happen at Cairo^ 
the inhabitants are tolerably peaceable, and even 
an European there experiences much lefs morti- 
fication than at Cairo, or at Alexandria, It is 
true, indeed, he fometimes encounters a few un* 
pleafant occurrences, which arife from the ridi- 
culous pride* and ignorance of the MuiTulmens 
who fuppofe themfclve^ the only men who are ia 
the favour of their Creator, and regard all others 
as dogs and infidels. Indeed the epithets of dog 
and Chriftian are accounted fo truly fynonimoui 
in Egypt, that our author at\A \iXa ca«c^^\vv^^% 
were often falated in t\(\% bxvxlaV tci?LXVTk«t »\s^ ^^^ 



fon3 wbobad no iatenU6tv lo \tAaW. >^««s\^ '^'^^ 
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perfedly inienfible to the contempt ar 
um that arc fo liberally beftowed upoi 
£de8 the oriental drefs, they are nee 
wear a particular mark of didindior 
heads and feet, and alfo to cut their 
peculiar manner. 

The generality of the merchants 
Turks or Syrians; there arc indeed 
the coaft of Barbary ; degenerate def 
the ancient Egyptians, called Copts 3 
who have fettled in the town, and t 
plains. The command of Rolfetta, 
thor's arrival, was in the hands of s 
the Mamelukes, who bore the title oi 

We have already obferved, that t 
amufements of the natives arc derives 
coffee and tobacco. They may, ind 
to have their pipes in their mouth 
whether abroad or at home, on foot < 

>>flrk. The. fhnnk nf Ane nf thftir ni 
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and marbled with different colonrg. They aro 
generally brought from Turkey, and the reddifli 
clay, of which they are formed, is procured from 
the neighbourhood of Conftantinople. The to- 
h^cco bag is alfo an article of Turkiih luxury ; 
this is ufually made of filken ftufF, richly embroi- 
dered, and is fufpehcied from the faih or girdle, 
that conititutes a part of the oriental habit. The 
poorer clafs, to whom the fmoking of tobacco 
ieems a call of neceflity, make ufe of coAmion 
ihanks, of reed. Their tobacco has not that acrid| 
tafie, which, in the nations of £urope, provokes 
a continual fpitting; nor is it neceifary to draw 
its fmoke up flrongly, as it almofl rifes of itfelf^ 
tiirough the elegant and perfumed tubes that are 
appropriated to its ufe ; confequently the habit 
of fmoking inceflfantly, is neither fo Grange nor 
difagreeable, as is imagined by the natives of 
other countries, who are ufed to ihort pipes and 
ilrong tobacco. 

. Such of the orientals as are not abfolutely 
obliged to maintain themfelves by manual la* 
hour, ufually enjoy the coolnefs of their orch« 
ards, the rich perfume of their gardens, or the 
vicinity of the water, by Jtning with their legs 
cro.fled under them. They never walk, unlefs 
they have abfolute occation ; nor can they be ' 
faid to know any thing of exercife, except on 
horfeback 5 for they are extremely fond of rid- 
ing. An European walking about, either in a 
room, or in the open air, is to them an 6b]edi 
equally curious and incomprehenfible. They 
univerfally confider his motions either as the re- 
fult of infanity, or a compV\atvc& m^^v VJafc ^nr.- 
tates of bis medical countrymiews ^Vo'Wn^ V^^* 
fcribcd bim iijch an uncomtaoxi c»xc\fe l^i ^ 
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cnie of fome diOemper. Similar ideas are en^ 
tertained on this fubjed by the African negroey / 
aii't the favages of Sooth America, whofe vacant li 
minds are never occupied by meditatioD, and who li 
conf'-quently have no need of fuch an alleviatioa ll 
from a too intenfe application. 

\\ hen the wealthy and indolent Turk has fa* 
tiated himfelf with the fweet warbling of the 
birds> and the ballamic breeze that plays on the 
foliage of his garden, he goes to the* coffee 
houfr, where he fits in folemn Aate» with a pipe 
in one hand and a diih of coffee in the otfaer> 
whilit merry andrews, female dancers, and flory- 
teilers attempt, by turns, to captivate his attentioOi 
and to procure a few pieces of money. Batlittls 
converfation is carried on among the coaipaDy» 
as the natural pride and referve of tbeTorkin* 
cite him to treat other people with the moft pro- 
found contempt The African indeed is more 
loq. anons, hut he wifhes to ape the manners of | 
the Turk, and thofe who are not MahometanSi ' 
end avour to fecnre their perfonal fafety, by the 
ino(l abjed fubmiffion to the inclination of their 
tyrpnts. 

If a perfon has any acquaintance with the in- 
habitants of RoiTetta, he can hardly pafs through 
a tingle hrert, without being folicited to enter 
fome houfe, and take coffee ; *• this politenefs,'* 
favs Sonnini, *' is fo habitual, that even thofc 
who have not a grain of coffee in their poifeHion, 
never fail to make the offer, though they would 

* Thcfc arc places filled with f moke, but deftitutc of any 
dfcoratioa : nor can the comy^ti>j ^xocwtt xay thina but 
cotfcT, and burning chatco3L\^ loi vtvt '^xxx^^l^ ^\\\^v.\j^\ 
their pi pa, 

\ 
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be much embarrafled were it accepted." The 
coffee berries are here roafted ia an earthem paDy 
and then pounded in a mortar, by which prepa«^ 
ration their flavour is preferved much better than 
by reducing them to powder in a mill. Accord* 
ing to the Egyptian connoiifeurs, forty berries are 
requifite to make a cup. 

The women, who are feciaded from the world 
and its enjoyments, in the harem of a Mameluke, 
Tnrk> or other weai thy inhabitant, are not £gypti« 
ans, but were formerly brought from thofe parts 
of Greece, where beauty is a regular and valua* 
ble article of commerce. Their oatftral charms 
are carefully preferved from the aident rays of 
the fun, and the ill effeds of a faline air, yet 
their beauty languiihes beneath the fufpicion and 
barbarities of a jealous tyrant, and theif minds 
are confequently tormented with perpetual un- 
eafinefs. An infnrmountable line of feparation 
is indeed apparently drawn between the two 
halves of mankind in the oriental countries; as 
the graces of the fofter fex, admirably contraft- 
ed by nature with the flrength and manly beau- 
ties of the other, are here exclufively poflefled by 
a few illiberal wretches, who will not permit 
any other man either to introduce himfelf into 
their company, or even to addrefs them, if they 
chance to walk beyond the limits of their priibn, 
without avenging the fuppofed infult, by the fa» 
crifice of the offender. The unhappy captives are 
indeed folicitons to break fome links of their 
galling chain, and they have been frequently 
known to make the flrfl advances, but fuch in* 
trigues are attended with eiLltctcv^ d.%x\^\\ xw^^s^ 
can tbcir a/lignations be potti\>Vj >iLfc\!S. ^X^^s^i^- 
M coafdoaa fear of the moft. U^^tvc wyoSfco^^^^*^ 



During our author*s firil flay «t Cairo, he c»mi 
one day, by chance, upoo a ycmng Frenchmtto, 
who was eruptoyed in making a variety of iigns, 
behind the half-drawn curtails of a window, ill 
the coufiil's houfcj to a woman who refided on 
the oppofitc fide of the canal, and who anfwered 
his iiientj but csprcflivc, motions ahroogh 3 
wooden lattice, though at the djftaoce of more 
than fixty feel. Sonnmi obtained permiflion to 
witnefs ihis curious converfation, and was Toon 
afterward* a perfed mafter of the art, which he 
a t tir ft viewed wi th admiratioa , The young raan 
then quittcdCairo, and our Iravcllerj understand- 
ing that their confereoces had been repeated fe- 
veral times a day^ at ftated hours, prefented him- 
felf at the window, in place of bis abfent in^ruo 
tor, and gave the lady to underftand that, being 
his conntryman, he came to exprefs the fame 
fentimentHj and to offer her the fame homage* 
Sonnini, however, was foon tired of CKteoding 
his wishes to a perfon whofe beauty might pof- 
ftbly be i magi nary , and, therefore, rcqucfted her 
to exhibit herfelf more completely to his view. 
This propofal caufed her to make fome difBcul- 
tiea, but they were all vanquilhed by the encr* 
getic perfuafjons of her admire r^ and Ihe pro- 
milt-'d to alcend upon the terrace of her houfcp 
towTrds the evening. Sonnini was true to the 
hour of appointment, and faw a woman elfgant- 
iy d relied ^ but ihe wore her veil, which entirely 
concealed her face, and excited bis vexation ftill 
more than the lattice of her window. He peti- 
tioDcd, in the moft urgent manner^ that this in- 
rru/jve article of drttii rn\^\.\jtitT?vGNed^ and a 
black female, wbo a^:com^a.^^^^^ ^^^^'^^^ * \'a\^cftX 
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ed efforts were all in vain, as, among thefe wo- 
xneD* it is accounted the greateft of favours to un- 
Teil, and, by a fingular kind of nnodefly, they 
would rather fuffer their whole body to be feen 
thao to (how their face. Next day, however, the 
folicitations of the European were renewed with 
more fuccefs, as the officious negro girl, who was 
indifputably acquainted with the inclinations of 
her miftrefs, (hatched away the veil, and difco- 
vered a young and pretty woman, whofe cheeks 
were overfpread with the carnation tint of ba(h- 
fulnefs, which, however, foftened by degrees, and 
finally relinquiChed its feat to the natiye rofes of 
feminine beauty. 

From that moment the greateft freedom reign- 
ed ID their interviews, and Sonnini was foon in- 
vited to the houfe, with many aflurances of fafe* 
ty, and was given to underhand that the hufband 
of his inamorato, who was an old Turkiib mer« 
chant, would be abfent for fome time. The fe- 
rious confequences which might probably attend 
his compliance, now prefented themfelves to his 
view, and he began to make difficulties which the 
moft loving entreaties and the mod affedionate 
promifes could not overcome. Several evenings 
pafled away in the conteft between the eloquent 
invitations of a tender paffion and a prudential, 
though often feeble, refinance, till at length the 
fruitlefs interviews were ended by the discharge 
of a mufquet from one pf the neighbouring ter- 
races, that convinced our author of his perfonal 
danger, and made him feel how wifely he had 
a^ed, in not attempting to crofs the canal. 

It is not enough for the opvAttA.'^-ifek'wssfcVaKv'^^ 
that ibeir ladies are endowed VvvJtix^jit^TWCjRs.^'^- 
quidtc beautica of nuluic, b>i\. NiwiVt S.^'c^^'^^ 



large, black eyes, females, of every fai 
anddefcription, dye their eye-brows wit 
lated ore of lead^ called alquifoux* 1 
duced to a powder, and mixed with th 
oas vapour of a lamp, and with this co 
they paint their eye-brows and eyie-lalhc 
alfo blacken their lalhes with a fmall ree 
an operation admirably defcribed by J 
his fatire on the Roman ladies. The hi§ 
es of the Egyptians employ the fumes 
or fome other odoriferous and oily fubd 
keep their valuable drug, ready for ufe 
vials. 

Another faOiion, equally general anc 
to Egyptian beauty, requires that the I 
Dails (hould be dyed red ^ and fo univei 
adoption of this cudom, that any pei 
ihould hefitate to conform to it, would 
cd of indecorum. Whatever may be tl 
tioD, whether of Mahometan, Jewifh, 
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that the colour ihould not take, every where, the 
fair artifls wrap them round with thread, leaving 
intermediate fpaces, before they apply it, Co that, 
\irhen the operation is finiihed, their fingers are 
fancifully marked, in a fpirai diredion, with lit- 
tle, orange-coloured flripes. Some of the Syrian 
women are partial to the mixture of black and 
white, and accordingly change their original dya 
to black, by a compofition of fal ammoniac, lime, 
aod honey. 

A foft, fmooth ikin, free from any appearance 
of roughnefs, is, either through motives of felf- 
love, or an ardent third of exciting admiration^ 
'one of the particular objeds of defire in the 
Egyptian ladies. £very part of their body is pa* 
limed with equal cajre; and, if nature errs, in 
furniihing the faces of any of the women with 
beards, they remove them efFedually by an ap- 
plication of boiled honey and turpentine, or fome 
particular gum, which is permitted to dry, and 
is then removed with ail that adheres to it. This 
procefs is certainly extremely painful ; but there 
is, fortunately, no occafion to recur frequently 
to the remedy, as it either produces a complete 
eradication, or, if a new growth appears, it is 
merely a light, foft down, and may be removed 
with facility. 

The tade of the men in the eadern conn tries 
is well know to be widely different from that of 
Europeans, with refped to their women ; as, 
with them, extreme corpulence is accounted the 
greateft trait of beauty. It is, therefore, natural 
to fuppofe, that the females .themfelves are anxi- 
ous to acquire fome degree of {\3Li^^t\ot\V?f vcw ^\% 
particuhr. They, accordingly » ufc s^ V\^^ ^^ 
coaferv€ of coooauats, or tk© \>u!ft» oi ^^ci^^^]^'', 
3 va'cA^^f^'^ 



lg2 SONNIHI'S TFAVEL5 

rnodadylus afftcinalis, grated and mixc 
gar. Of this compofiiiori ihey ufua 
Jarge qaaotity, after any weakening 
nel's, as it is fiippoled admirably adapi 
the retloration of their firecigth and i 
poiat, which is fo delightful to ihcir adr 
It is but jiit^icc to addj that, among 
tions of the earth, there arc no w^ 
pay a more rigid attention to cleanl 
ihefe orientals* Their thoughts are 
occupied by the ufe of the bath, the t 
of perfumeSj and of every thing that h 
teodency to foften and beautify the il 
nioft minute details fucceed each other 
pulous eKadnefs, and ihey are well p 
the reparation of the ravages of time, 
fays our author, " which has its princi 
great variety of pradical receipts," 

In Rolfetta, and its environs, eitifta 
animals, which nature fecms to hav< 
for the peculiar fervice of man, thou 
abfurd prejudice, founded on a religion 
ridiculous, the Muflulmen carefully a> 
as unclean beads, and dare not touch 
der penalty of becoming themfelves 
Hence a proper idea may be formed of t 
dog, with which thefe conceited zealot! 
European. Widely different is this 
pradice of the ancient Egyptians, wb( 
peculiar honours to the dog, as being 
faithful and intelligent of animals^ a 
cerally have thefe quadrupeds been ; 
worthy of alfociating with man, in ail 
nmong all peoplcy exce^x.v\i^\i\\v\\ic 
file great impoftot, iVvax. e^^ti \>Li«. i^: 
hardly aflbciate wil\i eacU ov\x« »^^ 
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cfaeerfally fliare \i^ith them the fatigues and the 
produce of the chace. 

' £y a Grange contradidion» which, to any other 
people than Mahometans, would be altogether 
incomprehenlible, there are few places on the 
face of the globe that contain fo many dogs as 
the towns of £gyi^t/ o^ at lead they appear there 
in greater numbers than in any other nation^ as 
their obly habitation is the flreet, where they 
fubfift on whatever food they can pick up b^ 
chance, at the doors of the houfes, or among the 
£lth of the receptacles for offal. Always liable 
to the blows of paffengers, and fometimes to be 
butchered by an armed and ferocious mob, tfaey^ 
neyerthelefs, endeavour to render their befl fer« 
Tices to the barbarians, among whom they live, 
and, while their lean, wretched, and unhealth)^ 
appearance excites the compaifion of tytxy gener- 
ous foreigner, their ihameful treatment is fuffi- 
dent to force a maledidion from the lips of the 
OQoft gentle, againil the favage fons of ignorance 
and fnperiiition, who are the fole authors of fuch 

. piteous misfortunes. 

The Egyptian dogs are large greyhounds, 
which would be exceedingly handfome, if they 
were treated with lefs feverity ; however, their in* 
fiind is not deftroyed, though they have entirely 
loft the native elegance of their formation. They 
are feen paffing to and fro, in the moft frequent- 
ed ftreets, and carefully avoiding the Mahome- 
tan palTenger, who turns aiide bis robe at their 
approach. During the night, they affume a fu- 
perintendance over the wharfs, boats, and tim- 
ber# which no perfon confede^i to vYi«a\» "wA^ 
robber would find it iippo{&b\e \o VoviCiV >X^^ \!^^" 

j}erty, of which they tba& become iJaeN^^^V^^^ 
Vm. XXIII. a ^»^N»»a 
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guardUna, But what feems ftiU more cunouft il^ 

ihat thefe animals form dlflin^ tribes, and have 
limits which they never exceed : they never quit 
the quarter where they firft received their &&.{&- 
cDce^ and if a llrange dog Ihonld prefutne to en^ 
tcr their confines, his life would moft probably 
aDfwer for his intrufion- 

The Bedouins, who arc much leCs addifltedto 
faperftitioii than the Turks, keep large grep 
hounds, for the prefervation of their tents aad 
goods J but, inftcad of treating them with the 
Ihameful cruely of barbarianst they are particu* 
Jarly careful of iliem, and bear them fo great aA 
afi'eftion, that any perfon, who ihoold attempt 
to kill one of them, would undoubtedly fall a fa* 
critice to the refcntment of the owner, 

Notwithftanding their decided and unjuft avW' 
fion for dogs, which have juftly constituted (U 
fymbol of unalterable attRchment and fidelit/i 
the Turks are extremely fond of cats*, infomucb 
that, if one of them happens to enter a mofqac, 
it is greatly careffed by the affembled zcaiots, a? 
the favourite animal of their prophet, and vhc 
enemy of other trouhlefome creatures; whereas* 
if a dog Ihould unluckily make his appearaD« 
at the fame place, hJs prefcuce would be coofi- 
dered as the moft dreadful contamination, and 
he would be inevitably punifhed with tntlaDt 
death* 

Among the ancient Egyptians, cats were greatly 
veneratedj and their death was considered a^ fi> 

*■ f^aihin^ more wu rcquifitc to bring th^rc jnloiali ivx* 
high c{iien^i\onx l^atv ^w old uidition^ ^Iiich afHrui£ thii 

Jbr* cat, thai lay tx^Q^ VU^Eua^'tt^- ^ ' '^ ^\ , 
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isminiful an eventi that their owners ihaved their 
cje-ikls, in token of their mourning ; the bodies 
cf the animals were likewife embalmed in the 
iaered temples, and from thence carried, folemn- 
ly, into Bubafiist a confiderable city in Lower 
Egypt, where they were depodted in the fepul- 
cbres of the country. 

There are cats in alt the houfes of Egypt. In 
thole of the opulent, they are indulged in the 
befl apartments, and partake of the indolence 
9nd e^emioacy of their maflers, who laviih upon 
them fuch careffes, as their pride would refufe to 
leing^of fuperior fenfe. 

In the hot climates of thofe countries, which 
kftvebeen covered with colonies and flocks, from 
periods far too remote to be afcertained with any 
preeiiion, are reared the mofl genthe and docile 
animals of their fpecies, while in the defert part» 
^tbe fame countries, fuch ammals retain their 
Bslhre and original ferocity. The horfe, which 
Icoor^ along the plain with furprifing rapidity, 
while hi» fparkling eyes, his mouth white with 
ioam, and hi» large nodrils, that are fcarcely fuf- 
fcienC for the egrefs qf his checked and burning 
Isresth, claims the admiration of the fpe£tator, 
9nd proves his participation in the ardour of the 
wanrrior, whom he carrier to the midft of to>- 
InKtled hoOs, ie neverthelefs extremely gentle inr 
Vis di fpofi^l ion. The buffalo, fcarcely taken from 
Ilia native wikts, afnd flill bearing the afpe^ of 
ierrifie ^ercenefs, is as tradable as an European 
oxr and is fo perfedly harmlefs, that a child may 
iaflely venture to conduct a numerous drove. 
■ This charafteriftic gctvl\ttve^%> Vo^'c^^'t ^ ^cncsISl 
k/ aomcsiDs be afcrihed loV\\^ tv?i\.xxx^ oi^^^^'^ 
aodfood, the tempeii»tuie oi Ock^ c\vcck»v^^ ^"^^ 



nttiinfl indbUncog wbidi is oMflnmhl 
(uliffg bat wet» regions of Soath Amci 
pa the contraiy* it refalu eadrelf to 
tentioii4>r the men who inhabit thofe 
i^d who have found means to tarn the 
of oiefol animals to the greateft adran 
As the itinerant nations, who have i 
oitpied a coofiderabie frtirt of Egypt 
other properljr than their flocks and li 
atfenttpo iroonfeo neatly engmfled by 
dire6bd towards their welftre and pn 
They neither defpife nor forsake thenc 
nut them to live with themfelves» an 
Uieokf together wi^h their -firaitUes, ir 
wavdoritiga: ind little excorfions, to 
fyoi they may chafe for their terop< 
dcn^ : The dromedary^ after granng 
daring the day, e6mes» of his own ace 
evening, to repofe id fafetyy before h 
tent; aod the fthne enclofare yields a 
accommodation* to the Bedouin and 1 
a mare, a ewe, andfeveral goats, wbic 
nigbt together without the lead conft 
dent, or difturbance. From fo familia 
courfe with man, and the animals tha 
jugated to his dominion, it is not at all 
that the latter fliould prove fo remarks 
and as the Bedouins uiually furnid] 
other inhabitants of the conntry, the r 
may be aligned for the docility of all l 
tic animals tn Egypt, is fuffictently 4 
excufe a farther continuation of the fu 
Among the fmall number of oxen 1 
lag in £gypt, U wou\A >a^ \tvN'i\w v^V 
rediges of that beauvy. ^VvvcV \>a«i ' 
poOeffcd in f oruict Vvavcs ^^^^ ^« 
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dered as gods, by the ancient Egyptians, and nni- 
▼crfaliy worfliipped with ^b^ woft profound re- 
Tereoce. Heifers were then never flanghtered, 
bet the law pronoQpced that perfon guilty of fa- 
crilegc, who prefumed to eat their flefh. Com- 
mon oxen^ when they chanced to die, were com- 
mitted to the grave with folemn funeral rites ^ 
and thofe >vhith had devoted their Arength an4 
youth to the labours of the field, were not per-* 
milted to be killed, but; on the contrary, were 
jfoffer^d to graze at pleafure on the pafhires, dur* 
ing the remaindei' of their lives, as a jufl coni- 
|ieniation for their important fervices. 

The Egyptian breed is flill tolerably hand- 
ibme; but it may be naturally fuppofed that, 
being long negleded, it is much degenerated; 
their horfes are generally fmall, and of a deep] 
fawn colour, and their fle£h, in point of flavou^ 
19 greatly inferior to that which is eaten in Eu- 
rope; Indeed it is a genial obfervation of tra- 
vellers, that the fieib of animals, in very hot re- 
gions, is neither fp nutritious nor palatable, as 
that of animals of the fatne fpecies, fed id col.d 
or tenriperat^ countries. Veal, for inftance, which 
in European climates affords a delicate and 
^holefome article of food, is, in Egypt, remarka- 

St\e fat flaccidity and infipidily. This rem3rk 
eems to have been made by our author, in fome 
parts of South America, where the fiefli of the 
calves is fo extremely Sflabby, at the age in which 
thofe of Europe are delivered to the butcher, 
that it cannot poffibly be eaten, till the animals 
would be ftyled oxen, by the nativc& o€ ^w^ ti\!c«x 
conntrj. Veal is never ferved \xp \.o VV^ '^^^'Cvkcw 
tsbJesj as it is exprefsty fot\>vddexv\>^ ^\^Vs«v^\; 






igB SONNTNfa TSAVfiLl 

aad tbe Copta, wHp have adopted a fervile in 
UUon of their ralerst alike abllain from ita ufe.^ 
The ostea are employed in tillage^ which, ill' 
Egypt, rcqaire* but little exertioD. Great num- 
bers of thetu are likewife employed in the rice 
milla at HoJetta and Damietta. They are confer- 
qucDtly dea^atid,notwilhftandiog the rich fop- 
ply of the adjacent paflurage, Soonioi afBrm% 
that, at the time of his vidt, they commonly fold 
for the eoorojous fum of two hundred aod fifty 
thoufaud livre^ a bead. Thefe animals^ whea 
haruefTed, have their head at liberty, aa the yoke 
ii adjufted in Juch a mauner as they may puU 
from the pitch of the iLoulders. By this method 
they arc more at eafe, and have much more com- 
mand of their ft length than w^hen they are in the 
wearifome and inconveaieot attitude of drawing 
by the bead. To this method may be afcrtbed 
the fize of their withers, which is raoch greater 
than in the oxen of other countries, though it ii 
not improbable that the fwelling is in fomc de- 
gree natural, and that, in this refpe^, they may 
be laid to approsLimate to tbefpecies of hi Ton, or 
bunched ox. 

An animal, that might be added to thofe al- 
ready doraeflicated by the Egyprians, is the ich- 
neumon* It was one of the ohje^sof wor/hip ill 
ancient Egypt, Treated with particnUr care 
during its life, and highly honoured after its 
death, it was the fuppofed protedor of the raoft 
finguUr country in the world, againft a fcourge 
the moLl dreadful to an agricultural people^ 
Much /las therefore been written, and many fa- 
hulous /iories related ot \.K\& c^vAVii^Ni^^WvK by 
ancients and moderns, wVvch Vi^ve.Vi^^ti oc£-&^\ci'^- 
BiJy copied in the hiaotw^^S.*; <i^ t^^^^\>j^ 
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sellers. Sdnnini, however, had an opportunity 
of obferving the ichneumon in its native coun- 
try^ and in a flate of liberty; he has therefore 
given the following account of the animal, and 
endeavoured to afcertain the extent of its ufeful- 
iiefs, by reducing; its boaRed and exaggerated 
fervices to their juft value. 

With drong difpoiitions to familiarity, the 
ichneumon is not reared in the houfes of the 
Egyptians, nor do they remember it having been 
io brought up by their anceflors. Similar in its 
liabits to the weafel and polecat, this quadruped 
lieeds promifcuouily upon rats, birds, and reptiles. 
A natural fondnefs for eggs induces it frequent- 
ly to rake up the fand, in fearch of thofe depo^ 
fited there by the crocodiles, and thus it, in fome 
degree, prevents the too great propagation of 
thofe hateful animals ; though the antipathy er- 
xoneouily attributed to the ichneumon, againft 
the crocodile, is really an innate fentiment in a 
fpecies of tortoife of the Nile, which attacks 
and devours the young crocodiles as foon as 
they are hatched, and is thus fuccefsfully em- 
ployed in their deflrudion, while the ichneumon 
receives the fole honour of a perpetual and def- 
perate War, faid to fubiift between them; yet 
the tortoife, Hnown to the ^rabs by the name 
of cerfe, and called thirfe by the Egyptians, has 
a Qiuch better title to the applaufe and admira- 
tion of writers, who merely contemplate it as an 
animal, to which Egypt is indebted for the mod 
fenlible diminution of a fpecies of reptile, whoFe 
hideous form and ferocious difpofition art ec^-^X- 
ly calculated to infpite (euV\m^uv& ^l ^\Veafe.'«^^ 
horror. 



aos have for the marten^ or pole- cat. 

Among feveral branches of commerce 
peculiar to RofTetta, is the exportatiot 
which is fown in Lower Egypt, from t 
qf March to that of May. During the 
tion of the Nile, the fields are completel 
with water; and fmall dikes, or raifed 
ments, are thrown up round each fieli 
vent it from running off. Frefli fu{ 
likewife conduced thither by trenches 
ground is fo thoroughly oioifteqed thatj 
places^ a perfon might (ink in half way 
phin. In order to make the rice thrive 
muil be conftantly watered. It is n 
months before it comes to maturity ; 
Dfually cut down by the middle of N 
To feparate the grain from the flraw, tl 
tians, who are unacquainted with the u 
Hail, prepare, with a mixture of eartl 

paeons* dnnor. fnnrinns and rl^fln flnnrs. v 
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"When properly dried, it is carried to the mill, 
where it is dripped of its huik; cleaned in ai 
fieve ; paffed a fecond time through the mill for 
the parpofe of bleaching; and-iinally, mixed 
up in troughs with fame ialt\ which contributes 
equally to its excellent colour and prefervatioo. 
The preparatory procefs is then completed, and 
the rice is ready for fale. The profit of the pro- 
prietors of rice fields, in favourable feafons, that 
is to fay, when the rife of the Nile overflows a 
great extent of ground, is fuppofed equivalent to 
£fty per cent, after deducing every poflible ex* 
pence. 

Sonnini frequently derived much pleafure and 
information from his excurfions in the environs of 
Boifetta, where the plains are embelliihed with a 
zich variety of plants, and the groves are frequent- 
ed by feveral fpecies of birds, whofe elegant plum- 
age enlivens the fcenery, and whofe melodious 
votes arreft the attention of the paflenger. Oa 
the 24th lof Odober, be went to an old dilapidat- 
ed caflle, which flands at feme diflance, to the 
northward of the town. It was originally de- 
igned, with a iimilar building, on the oppofite 
bank of the Nile, as a defence to the entrance of 
the river. At prefent thefe cables are not much 
lefs than three miles from the fea. The former 
is faid to have been ere^ed by St. Lerrio, in the 
time of the crufades, and feveral antique flones, 
covered with hieroglyphics, hate been employed 
in its conilru6kion ; it is^ however, now almofi de- 
molifhed, and the few pieces of cannon that re- 
main in it are totally unfit for fervice. In the 
conrfe of his ramble, our axxthot V^t.^^^vssOckSs^- 
hooB, hoopoes, turtle dovea, atx^ ^ ^^cc^s^ ^^^^^ 



ral hiflory of birds. 

The houhou, or Egyptian cuckoo, I: 
fliort wiugs^ which are yet difproportiona' 
in comparifoQ with its body; it is confc 
unable to traverfe, in the fame flighty a 
any extent, and unlefs it meets with foi 
to alight upon, it is foon obliged to fal 
ground : it is perfedly tame and eafy of ^ 
and may properly be faid to poflefs the fa 
flying merely> in a fufficient degree, to c 
to catch the infeds on which it chiefly 
Unlike the common cuckoo, the houhous 
folitary birds -, they live in pairs, hatch th< 
and rear their young, with the fame a 
kindnefs that prevails among the feathen 
bitants of European groves. They del 
dwelling near the refidence of man, and 
him the mod important fervices, by de 
fuch infers as would otherwife materiall 
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fBifing its (ited. The hoopoes^ likewife, utter a 
hoarfe, difagreeable founds in one note. Such of 
thefe birds as do not quit the country^ are joined 
by flights of travellers, which come from the 
northern regions, in queft of a warmer climate 
and a better fupply of food. Thefe migratory 
birds are very fat, and their flefh is equally ten* 
der and palatable. 

The turtle doves, which arrive in Egypt after 
the European autumn, and there fpread themfelves 
from the fea as far as Cairo, are of the common 
fpecies; but thofe which conftantly inhabit the 
fame country form a diilind race. The top of 
their head and neck are a pale mixture of red and 
white, as are the back and the leiTer wing coverts, 
but the red tint is the more predominant. Upon 
the upper part of the neck is a black femicircle j 
the throat and inferior coverts of the tail are 
White ; the under part of the neck a light gride- 
lin; the domach and belly of a dingy white. 
The primary wing quills are brown, mingled with 
rufous, and the others cinereous, and tipped with 
a light, afli-coloured grey. The iris of the eye is 
orange, the bill cinereous, and the legs and fbet 
of a fine rofe colour. Turtle doves, of whatever 
fpecies they may be, are always fpared by the 
Egyptians, who never eat them, but would rather 

' confider it as a violation of bofpitality todedroy 
a harralefs race, which vifits their country in per- 

^ fed confidence, and enlivens their groves by their 

* delightful cooings. 

* The little owl, that was (hot by Sonnini in his 

^ - walk to the ruinous caftle, was rathet ^vff'wt^^x.* 
^ - in its plumage, from the ow\s vn YiVixo^^^ n Vi^i^^'a-^ 
f the diSbrcace was not fufficteuV Vo wvi^\v?^^'^ ^ 
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diftind fpecies, he has deemed it unneccCTary to 

give any particular defcriptioa of it, 

DackB> of feveral fpecies, arrive annually, la 
Lower Egypt J from all quarters. The fmaHer 
kinds^ a& [he farcc-iles^ or leal, generally appear 
about the beginning of 06tob<r, and tbc larger 
come later. They ail aflemble upon tlie Ukejj of 
the Delta, and there form innumerable flocks, 
which do not quit the country till tbe return of 
fpring* A great quantity of thefc birds were 
fold, remarkably cheap, at the market of Knflet- 
ta; but it was alcnofl; trnpotfible to procure oac 
whofe plumage was nninjured, or that was not 
mutihled i fls their throats are either cut, or there 
wings broken, and faftened upon their back, iti 
compliance with the dilates of the MairulmcD, 
who are exprcfsly commanded to eat no aninoal 
that has not been bled^ 

Thruihes arrive in thefe countriea at tbe fame 
feafouj and remain there till the month of March. 
They ufually dwell near the habitations of tbe 
natives, or Ibare the fragrant accommodations of 
the turtle doves, amid ft the thick foliage of the 
orjnge and lemon trees. 

Early in the morning, on the 5ih of Novem- 
ber, there fell a heavy fhower of rain, at Roffeta, 
which w;js the firil that had defceoded. In the 
courfe of the year, to cool the ati-nofpbere of 
Lower Kgypt* It may, therefore, be ftyled an 
intcrefting period, both upon this account, aod 
becaufe it was the beginning of the winter fea- 
fon, fo denominated, becaufe the temperature of 
the air became fomcwhat lefs fultry and oppref< 

Next day, out aLMV\iO^ ctc^^^A ^^^ ^^, ^^^ 
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moift and verdant grounds of. the Delta. This 
partof Lower £gypt is an extenfive plain^ but it 
has not the fatiguing monotony of other Hat 
countries. The towns and villages are pleafant- 
ly fituated upon fnaali bills, above the level of the 
inundation* while (hady bowers and beautiful 
trees, (landing at a final! diftance from each 
other, limit the view, and only fuffer it to ex- 
tend, through numerous villas, to points more 
diftant and equally agreeable. Fields, where 
fertility has fixed her abode $ enclofuresj where 
the rich fruit of the orange, tree overhangs a pro- 
fufion of efculent plants and odoriferous flowers ; 
the ruftic huts of the hulbandmen ; and the ani- 
xnals that rove around the paftures, combine to- 
gether, to rejoice the foul and cheer the eye,, in 
fo charming and diverfified a landfcape -, whiJe a 
niQltitude of prettjr fongfters unite their melodi- 
ous exertions to celebrate, in one harmonic cho* 
rus, the perpetual holiday of propitious nature* 

Befides turtle doves, of the two fpecies, black- 
birds and hoopoes, our author here obferved fe- 
veral little egrets, or criel herons, of which there 
are two forts. Their plumage is entirely of a 
dazzling white, but they differ in point of (ize. 
The individuals, of the fmaller fpecies, differ 
likewife in the colour of their feet, which, in 
fome of them, are black, in others green, and in 
many of them yellow. This variety is, however, 
in all prbbability, rather the effed of age, or fex, 
than any diflin&ion of race. Some of them have 
long filky feathers, upon the back, that ferve to 
make plumes and tufts -, but as this natural or- 
nament is not feen upon all of lV\exsv, SvecAri^ >^ 
aU likelihood, be confined Vo vYit tsv^^'^* *V>we^ 
jore exceedingly nuaierou& Va \.Y^^ ^un\\w.%^[^^* 
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mietta. They are not« however, confidered 
game by the inhabitants, nor are they ( 
brought to table as an article of food, 

Thefe egrets gave rife to a curious advent! 
in our authors journey, with M. Tott, from I 
fetta to Alexandria. The infpedor gene 
combining his knowledge of natural hiftory v 
that of a little, conceited furgeon, whom he 
taken with him, decided that the Dumei 
egrets, which conftituted the moft beautiful, 
nament of the banks of the Nile, were in rea 
the ibis, or curlews of the ancients. In coi 
quence of this opinion, a contemptuous fmile 
caft upon all preceding travellers, who had nc 
difcovered the ibis in Egypt; and, in fpitc 
whatever Sonnini could fay to the contrary, t 
firmly maintained their opinion, and congn 
lated each other on their important rcma 
I'hey now wiflied to make an ample colledic 
thefe birds, and accordingly, whenever they 
ceived an egret, they called out loudly to 
Egyptian Tailors, to manage the boat fo as to * 
the bird within gun- (hot. Near two hu* 
fhots were fired j but, fortunately for the c 
of their purfuit, they were as unlkilful r 
men as uninformed natural! fts. The / 
who could not conceive the importance 
much fatigue, and fo many interruptions t 
navigation, foon loft all patience, and ' 
outrageous with vexation j yet the firing 
certainly have continued much longer, 
the furgeon, in a tranfport of ornitholog 
tbaihfmy fallen into a large pot of lent 
were cooking for X.\\e Ttt3ix\tve^'&, v^ nXv 
hold, and, by this \vx<3l'vcxo^^^ ^'^^^^'^^^^ 
ted the travellers locotvUtvw^N^^v^^'^^^ 
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On the I2th of November, our author, attend- 
ed by an interpreter, a draughtfman, a janizary, 
and two fervants, fet out from Roffetta, in order 
to examine a place, formerly celebrated under the 
xi^jme of Canopus, but now called Aboukir. They 
afcended the hills of fand« which encircle the 
wedern iide of Roifetta, entered the plain of 
Turrets, and from thence flrutk off to the fea- 
fhore, which they followed as far as the lake 
Maadie. 

. After a tedious paflage, over (his remnant of 
the Canopic bank of the Nile, they regained the 
fea-ihore, where an embankment had been thrown 
up, to confine the waters, and about one o'clock, 
io the afternoon, they arrived at Aboukir. 

At this village is a caflle, built upon the point 
of a cape, which projeds into the fea. Beyond 
the cape, fome (hoals ftretch out, and enclofe a 
Anall harbour, at the foot of the cadle, in front 
of which there is a good roadflead *. This was 
ufually frequented by merchant ihips, when they 
were neceflitated, from tempeftuous weather, to 
quit the new port of Alexandria ; and alfo by the 
country germs, when they were unable to pro- 
ceed to Alexandria, or to clear the Boghafs of the 
>}i]e, at ttte mouth of the Roifetta branch. 

Our author and his attendants alighted at the 
boafe of a Jew, named Mallum Youfef, who at 
tbirt time held the place of agent to the French 
cooful general, in Egypt, and who accommodated 
the travellers with pleafant and convenient 
apartments, where they partook of a frugal 

• A place which will be ever mcmo\^\At^OTw"w.c.cs^«>^. ^^^ 
the glorious vi€tory there obu\i\cd, o\c:x v\\t "^^cv «^'^' >^^_ 
rnnch republic, by the gallant ^dxi\\\^\^t?A^^» ^^^ 
inucpidfsamen. ^c.^'iS 
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repaft, preimred by their landlord's wi fc^ «nd 
then remmifited tl^eir males, id order to vifit tb« 
adjacent roint. 

Thefc remains^ of an ancirnt city, occapy » 
great extent of ground, and filll offer oiatiy ob- 
jeds of adniirat}<in to the fpe^tatnr^ bat^ thottgh 
much morevaln^blc relics might b^ found cndrr 
the fuVfaioe, futh refearches are forbidden by a 
blind and fupcrrtition* people, who pollef* no 
other idea of rich eR, than gold ; and, coniVquent* 
ly fuppoJRSy that fortigncrs mt*rely travel ovei 
their coontry #ith thf hope of difcovenng aud 
carrying off fdnie hidden treafnrea* 

Several beaatU'uU granite columns were diHin^ 
gaiflied'amoogtbe ruina, bat they were all mnth 
lated and thrown to the ground^ their {hafUj 
tbongh exceedingly large, were fluted, and of one 
p>ece, and the CflpitalE were of the mod ext^yj^lM 
workmanlhip. Some opening*, to fubterraofsoiv 
avenues, v^ere likewitJc^ noticed ; they were eon 
flruded of brick, and in tolerable prefervatioTi 
but their entrance was nearly filled np wif 
rubbith. Tbefe majeftic ruins are called* ** T 
city of Pharaoh/' by the natives of Aboakir j t 
Sonnini affirms, that every thing he faw If 
denionftrated the fplendor and iroportliilce of 
original edifices. • . • 

On the fea-ihore may be feen the f6andif 
of a large, regular building, in themidftof'w 
is a cavern, leading to the fea, where rnin 
obfervable at a confiderable di (lance. Thti/ 
•9 convincing proof of the great nt^rioeieoct 
ment. Near ibefe atit\(\v\e remains are imii 
blocks of granUe, ar\d «i co\o^«\ ^%\.\x^«)!l 
man, fluted a\\ U*.\eti%v\i- •\;V\%VkV^ 
granite, bat it is lAitoN»ik itom \\» \«»^ 
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materially injured. There is alfo a large fphinx, 
partly mutilated, the pedeilal of which is richly 
povered with hieroglyphics ; but they are now al- 
niofi effaced by the corroding tooth of time. 

Such are the remains of the once be^autiful 
and celebrated Canopus, where flood the magni- 
ficent temple of Serapis, where a profulion of 
luxurious pleafures invited crowds of foreigners 
to the city ; and where the beauty of the climates 
the fertility of the furrounding country^ and the 
general affluence of the inhabitants, concurred to 
xpake it the mpft enchanting retreat, and the 
BQoft defirable refidence. Luxury^ pride, and a 
iharoeful depravity of manners were, however, 
/ufficient to enfure its defolation, and Canopus 
bas accordingly fallen, like many other cities, a 
facri£ce to the vices of the people. Its fplendid 
linonuments are now permitted to moulder in the 
daft; the Nile no longer fertilizes the depopu- 
lated foil, the verdant plains are become arid 
deferts, the defcendants of its original inhabitants 
are mere barbarians, and the place itfelf no 
longer exifis, but in the memory of individuals, ox 
the page of hi (lory. 

The day after our arrival at Aboukir, our tra« 
Teller went to pay his refpeds to the governor, 
Vho was a barber, and who, having received in- 
timation of the Europeans vifit, had put on his 
bed apparel, and covered his head with a white 
ihawl. Sonnini found him (itting in his jQiop 
yUb all the gravity of a vizier, and bearing a fan 
of feathers in his hand : he received his gueft 
with, great foleinpitys offered him any fetvic^ 
that lay in his power 5' arvd eT;.^Tefifc^ VCva x^'^'^ 
«X belifg ^oabie to prcfetit hVm ^\<^ eo^«fc>ViQ^ 
fbc. valucky circumftance oi \u\>wv^\'^^^^^^ 
T 3 ■ 
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)n Sonnini'a withdrawing, he prefcrved the fii 
.late that he aflumed on his entrance^ 

The c.iftle of Aboukir U a place of fmall 
portancc. On the land fide, it is furrounded bf 
a ditch^ and it is furniDied with a iigbt hotift^; 
but this was fo badlj? illumifiated, as only to be 
difcerned at a fmall diftance* The fort is de- 
fended by a few pieces of fmall cannon^ wbicb 
are, however, fo contemptible, as to permit tbe 
Ruffian* to lake the germs from the very flielter 
of the batterieSi As moft of themale inbabitanu 
are either tiOiermeti or failors, belonging to the 
germs, the village of Aboukir feems uninhabited 
during the day^ and fcarely any perfon is fcen ia 
the ftrcctfl. 

One of the villagers, having noticed our 
thors admiration of a long^ black Hone, corei 
with hieroglyphics, in the market place, came op 
and offered to fell him a fine ftatue* which w^' 
partly buried in the ground. Sonnini, according 
ly, fcnt one of his fervariis with the llranger, bi 
no flatue was to be found. That he might nr 
however, lofe ^is ex peded profit* the man hcg 
to reaiove the earthy and Toon- difcovered a bcf 
tiful, little pyratnid, of the fineft black mart 
encircled with hieroglyphics, and io high f 
fervation. This curious monument of aottq 
was immediately parchafed by the Eorop 
who employed his Jewifli hoft to tranfoait 
RoiTetta, by tbe firft conveyance. ** The rea 
fays our author, " may conceive the ricb 
this mine of antiquities, covered by a very 
Jay^ of earth and T\]L\)hl(ht when a nuiD» t 
vided with any \rw5\emeT\\., ^itk^-wV^XM 
a lone, could fctai^t u? \Vifc^o\\*x\«a«A 
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cover, in lefs than half an hourj fuch a valuable 
treafure." 

Having made this acqui(ition> and fatisfied bit 
cnriofity with an examination of Aboukir and 
Its environ8> our traveller fet out for Rofletta, 
where he arrived aibont ten o'clock at night, 
having obferved, upon the beach, a great number 
of wagtails, and, upon the palm trees> fome 
blackbirds which, together with the thruihes, ar- 
rive in the northern parts of Egypt, at the begin- 
ning of the winter. All the day there was a 
firong wind, from the eaft fouth-eafl, the heavens 
were overfpread with clouds, and towards evening 
there was a ihower of rain. The fea was high, 
and its agitated waves, breaking with violence 
againfl the banks of Aboukir, and rolling furl- 
oufly along the coaft, fpread a terrific found 
through the adjacent deferts, and rendered the 
pafTage of the travellers peculiarly folemn. 

On his return to Boifetta, Sonnini was anxious 
to obtain a more perfe6t view of the Boghafs. or 
roduth of the Nile, fo celebrated for (hipwrecks 
and extreme danger; he accordingly fet out with 
the vice conful, a dfogueraan, and a French mer- 
chant, mounted upon afles. Stopping at the 
gardens above the caflle, they found an encamp- 
ment of Bedouin Arabs, whofe fmall and un- 
comfortable tents announced the mifery of the 
inhabitants.. The women of thefe people did not 
conceal their faces, like the other nations who are 
fettled in Egypt ; the youngeft of them were 
rendered tolerably agreeable by the bloom pf 
youth, and they were apparently of aa ohV\s^^%. 
difpofitlon. The trave\\e\% ^t-x^ ^ww\. ^\sk\«<^^^ 
ed by tbefc females, wbo aftL^id c\\^\\V^ * ^^^^^ 
perfeaiy fatisfied vith lYx^ ^^'^^^^'^'^^'^^a^^ 



2\2 SOKNZNl's TRATBL8 

medicines* While the merchant and his attend* 
ant were carrying on a lively converfation with 
thefe young Arabs, our author was encompafled 
by a group of old wonien« whofe dark and ibri; 
veiled faces, rendered ftill more frightful hj 
means of pun6tures traced upon their chios^ eir 
cited horror and difguft. J^, however, th(^ pro- 
bably confidered him more generous than bis ^ 
companions, they kept him in the roidft of them ' 
for a cooGderable time, till at length, after a 
thoufand fruitlefs eiForts* he efcap^ from the 
bideous and importunate circle. 

Purfuing his route, towards the fca> his beafi# 
v^itl). thofe of his fellow travellers, frequently 
ilumbled on the Hippy ground, which bad been 
recently covered b^ the Nile, and .either funk 
>^'ith their riders in the mire, or precipitate^ 
them into the water of the ditches, that inter« 
felted the difagreeable road. Each of the com- 
panions, it feems, had an equal fhare in thefe 
little accidents, and in the little obfervations to 
which they gave rife. At length, however, they 
approached the narrow and perilous channel that 
forms the bar at the mouth of the Nile. The fca ; 
"Ac.? breaking over it with furprifing violence, i 
arj(] railing boilirrous waves, mingled with foam . 
and fiUKl. They alfo difcerned the mad heads of - 
ti^o gt;rms, that had been lately wrecked ; and, ! 
upon the beach, fome Tailors were employed in 
removing the lifelefs bodies of their friends or 
ihipmates, which had been thrown on fhore, by 
the «n;:;itation of the waters. The coall, which is 
i'jTv, and entirely confifting of fand, was covered 
wiih an abundance c£ 'sk?^^^^-^<^"^^> ^ ^Sall«i • 
hcTo:iSj iea-Jarks^ Sec, 
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Next day onr author went to fee a tower, at a 
fmall diftance to the fouth of Rolfetta, called the 
Tower of Canopus, by the generality of the na- 
tives, who erroneoufly fuppofe that the town of 
BoiTetta is the fite of the ancient Canopus. Thii 
tower is a modern building, though in a ruinous 
condition : it is iituated upon a hillock of fand, 
which here forms the wellern l)ank of the Nile. 
In the lower part is a fubterraneous parage, faid, 
by the inhabitants iii the diHrid, to lead to 
Alexandria. From the top of the tower may be 
bad a general view of the country, which has no 
other bounds but thofe of nature. In the eaft 
are difplayed the rich treafures of verdure and 
fertility, upon the elegant carpet of the Delta ; 
to the north is diftinguifhed the rolling waves of 
the ocean ; and to the weft the parched deierts of 
Lybia confefs the dominion of eternal fterility. 

At the brink of the Nile» and near the bafe of 
the tower, ftands ^ mofque, confecrated to a Ma- 
hometan faint, called Abou Mandour, or Father 
of the Light. He is confidered as a powerful 
prote6tor, and is, therefore, held in univerfal ve- 
neration, inlbmuch that no boat ever palTes before 
the mofque, without the mariners and paiTengers 
making an offering to the fliech, in order to con- 
ciliate the favour of the faint. 

Upon the eaftern bank of the Nile, oppofite to 
the mofque of Abou Mandour, are two or three 
houfes, denominated Maadie, becaufe their fitua- 
tion faces the ufuftl palfage to the Delta. Beyond 
Maadi6 is the village Bouflburath, formerly in- 
habited bya great number of robbeni, who ufed 
to pluoder the boatB. t\\\ Acy ^w^>aAV^'^i «-- 
terminated by the laudable exttx!\oix%^^^^^'^'^ 



t^l4 . tora&vitf n^vu^ 

layBf cilkd Ha^tbct. ' > ' •; 

Ool Ibe wefiero fide «|f the^ilm, fM Ihc 

ide.viUaff^ caUed DgodcUi^ ,tke eoviroba of 
are nch^ dotM with viiMt. i/Ilui oeis 
hoed 6ippl» fto^jetUi mid 41 »MiHb M 
crapes. 1)^ leavef.of the vine eie Ukeiv 
iB^KMrumt article in Egypt« •• tbef we fin 
I7 afedf wb^ foong, to wvelope lam I 
luiihb4 ipeat, that are conifimlj (enrod 14 
tables of thegreatt end forms tb» fueft 
B|nn»tian cpoMij. • 

CID bu retoro to ILq^&tta; opr ArafeUer ' 
fonDod tb^tthegaitifiiotf tbtecafUeoit A 
&ad ^raywted the Jf»w: 4ri«9eiiiai|,,^4rovi 
Sng itbe :Uttlp pyraoMt: wbich bas.tbepi»^ 
Scribed: to oar reader wUh tbf .ofci^ 
of its difcovery. At lengthy howev<r> the 
Boffetta, who was alfo commaDdant of A 
was perfuaded to permit the monumenl 
ient, though he alleged that the peoph 
whom Sonnini bad bargained^ had 00 r 
difpofe of it j and that it was to him aloo< 
per^ppJication could have beeo made. I: 
wife added, that he uaderdood the pyran 
full of gold, and therefore refolved to eM 
immediately on its arrival, wheo> if his fui 
ihould prove grouodlefs, he would coofeii 
it to the J^opean. 

Notwitbflanding thefe precaiationBy tb 

rant aga. oauH^d tbje Jariifary» Who had ac 

jiied .^oniini ta Aboubir» to be brought 

him, ■ in order to \ewtv^^\iti3CKi«i vVtsi^ ^1 

Mny gp\A in the loonuwifcux. ^Vx^^ 

*iic?ir that gold was laov v.\x^ o\>^^e. ol % 
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an's refearch in Egypt, endeavoared to undeceive 
him ; but his efforts were all in vain, as the Ma« 
meluke could not poflibly fuppofe any value 
would be fet upon ^iftoney and alked a number of 
queftions, upon the fubjed, that were equally 
fenfelefs and fatiguing. 

At length the pyramid was landed, at the port 
of Rolfetta, when a crowd of curious fpe^ators 
aifembled, aod uttered many exclamations of 
farprife and admiration on its beauty, as it fpar- 
kled in the fun, and was univerfally fuppofed to 
be a precious done, in the Oridefi fenfe oi the 
expreflion. *' They could not," fays Sonnini, 
•' refrain from feeling a refpcd for the Franks, 
who had the fagacity to difcover fo admirable a 
treafure." 

As it was natural to fuppofe that the obferva* 
tions of fo many ignorant admirers, would reach 
the ears of the aga, and confirm him in his erro« 
Deous opinion, refpeding the value of the marble, 
our author refolved to leave it on the wharf, and 
tp appear to rellnquiih it entirely. In coofe« 
qneoce of this, the aga, who had been fully con- 
vinced that it was a mere fione, became furprifed 
at the filence of the fuppofed purchafer, and fent 
for the Janizary, to know the rcafon why it was 
not taken away. The latter told the aga, as he 
had been inftruded« that> after the claims he had 
tiiade opon the monument, Sonnini had dropped 
ill thought of having it ; but that he was dill 
Brillinff to purchafe it, if the price ihould not be 
anreaionable. The Janisary returned with an 
order for its removal to the lodgings of our au- 
thor, and the refult wa^, tbat \l "^m&M^^^ Y^"^" 
hakd fot M pret^at of fiOQ»Vl ^«i^^* 
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The abfard opinion, that Europeans h^^ 
other vicWj in their refearcbes, than the di Tooi-ft 
of hidden treafures, is univerfally held by ali il^^ 
Egyptians, and is in fa& one of the greater J/^ 
£cuUies that a traveller has to vanqui(h. A Tur^^^ 
who refided at Roifetta, had a very beantiful pie^^ 
of granite, enriched with hieroglyphics, at A,^ 
door of his fiore-houfe. Sonnini requeued the 
proprietor to fell him the granite, offering, at the 
fame time, to have another ftonC' placed in its 
Head, at his own expence^ batthe Tnrk, with 
the ufual ftupidity of the people, peremptorily 
rejected the propofal, alleging, as a motive for his 
refufal, that the granite was full of gold. As the 
man was indigent, our traveller aiked bim why, 
if fuch was his belief, he did not break the fione 
to obtain the precious contents, which appeared 
fo neceflary to him. When he replied, that bis 
ilone was a talifman, and therefore fuch an adion 
would certainly involve him in guilt, and might 
probably overwhelm him with misfortunes. 

JSotwithilanding the aifertions of fome modem 
writers, it is very certain ihat the plague is not 
endemical in Egyi't, noi does it originate in that 
country. Whenever it makes its appearance, it is 
either brought from Turkey or the interior of 
Africa. The latter kind is called the Said 
Plague, and is accordingly dreaded, as being more 
dellrudive than that which is brought from other 
quarters. 

As a convincing proof, that the £g3rptian cli- 
mate rather oppofes than produces this mofl fatal 
of contagions, our author obferves that, at the pe- 
riod of his trave\s, \l Wd vioV V^^^xk ^^^erienced 
there for upwards oi vvic\^^'^t^.^^,Twcvv«\>^^'K^- 
irg ttiG imprudent Be^\c8i ol v\i^ Vc^«\aVmss*x 
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•with refpeft to its introdudion. Ships frequent- 
ly touched at Alexandria, in their .palTage from 
Conftantinoplc, which may be juftly flylcd the 
focus of this dreadful malady 5 caravans from 
Africa arrived feveral times in a year at Cairo, 
and yet no peftilential fympton had appeared. It 
13 even a weli known fad that, in ] 780^ a vefTel^ 
belonging to the grand (ignior, had entered the 
old port of Alexandria^ with the plague on board. 
A man who dood near a ched, that was opened, 
was ftruck with the peftiferous effluvia that iffu- 
ed from it, and fell down dead upon the fpot, yet 
3II the Tarkifli mariners went on (hore, walked 
through different parts of the town, and evea 
mingled with the inhabitants, without exciting 
the fmalleft anxiety, or producing any unfortu- 
nate effed. I, 

No epidemical difeafes, in fad, prevail in 
Egypt, where foreigners ar^ never attacked by 
thofe violent and inflammatory fevers, which are 
fo juftly dreaded in the Weft India colonies; nor 
are they tormented by thofe intermittent fevers, 
which, in thofe countries, are the certain preludes 
of numerous obftrudions and dropfy. Sonninl 
acknowledges that he was afflided, in Upper 
Egypt, by the ophthalmia in one of his eyes, and 
that his draughtfman fuffered, for a confiderable 
time, under a cutaneous diforder 5 but, otherwife, 
they enjoyed a good ftate of health, and frequent- 
ly noticed the viftble amendnient of feveral 
Turks, who: arrived from Conftan.tinople, in a 
ftate of iicknefs, and with the moft emaciated 
appearance. . f . 

. With refped to the baua\ o^ W^ ^^-^^^ ^^^^ . 

traces of the precautions, t-AVieu "o^j N>cv^ ^'^'^T'^^ 

Egyptians, are i\\\\ vifibAe m xVv^' ^^^^^^^ x^^^^ 
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moderns* Thecuriouft art of embatmin^ 
de;cd> totally forgotten ; but the care with 
they arrange tbe bodies of their deccafed r< 
isj at leaft, the fbadow of that aocicnt am 
Ictc praAice» 

Immcdiatety upon the death of an Eg 
the body )s carefully wa^ed, the beard i 
and every aperture clofely flopped with 
It L3 then fprlnkled with odoriferous wate 
the perfumes of Arabia are permitted t< 
Into all the pores* After thefc atientioni 
fpe^ and cleanlinefs, \t is placed in a oofi 
vcred whh fome fort of dothj the colour of 
is optiona]> and carried, with the head fo 
to the filent manfions of the tomb, prcce 
pt-iefts, who recite various paiTagca from t 
ranj and female raoarners, who are hired t 
the moR loud and difmat exclamations of 
A fmall, ftone piliarj crowned with a tuH 
crefted at the fpot where repofes the head 
deceafedj and every Friday the women 
thither^ with devout enthufiafm^ to renev 
mournful adieus. 

However gr^at may be their refpcd f 
dead, the orientals would deem themfelves 
cufable in injuring the health of the living 
therefore, their cemeteries are placed beyo 
limits of any habitation. They are large^ 
ry enclofures^ admirably adapted for the 
tion of vilitersy who are led thither by mot 
fond rqgret, or pious afifedion. The bod 
covered with a thick layer of earth> whic 
ferves them from the cotvfwd^ and derang 
that the coarfe of l^me toa^v o\\«\^\^^ y 
A precaution cc^uaW^ ^ro.^^iv\^vx^^^Xvca? 
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As there were no places deffined for the burial 
of the French at Rofletta^ thofe who died, were 
conveyed to Alexandria, and there interred in the 
convent of St. George. Thefc funeral journies, 
being conduded by land, were confequently very 
expenfive. 

Our author having heard much talk of a race 
of the Pfylli> (who were perfuaded that they pof- 
felTed the power of fetting ferpents at defiance, 
of charming them, caufing the reptiles to follow 
them at command, and of curing their bites,) 
refolved to obtain the beft information concerning 
them, and accordingly found that there now ex- 
ifts a fed, calied Saadis, from the name of their 
founder, a faint highly venerated by the Egyptian 
Muifulmen. This Saadi had a wealthy uncle in 
Lybia, who fent him occafionally to fetch fome 
wood from the defert. One day the lad, having 
cut the faggot, was greatly at a lofs for fomething 
to tie it, till at length, after a fruitlefs refearch, 
he refolved to knot feveral ferpents together, and 
accordingly bound up his faggot with this living 
cord. The uncle, equally furprifed and charmed 
with the boy's acutenefs, told him, that he was 
now adequate to the talk of making his way in 
the world, as his knowledge was fuperior ta that 
of his elders. The ingenious youth immediately 
took the hint, and began travelling over the 
country, charming ferpents by his fupernatural 
ikill, till at length he had a great number of 
dlfciples, to whom he communicated his art. 
liis tomb is in the vicinity of Damafcus, and is 
filled with ferpents and other venomous aulisaaU^ 
:imong which a perfon may te^o^^ vck ^^x^^^ 
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Sucblfi thefuperilitious origiD of a j^_ 
iVAia K^pip each intiividual of A»hi^.j(|" 
affirmi. Xh:il be inheres the tl^iil of u» ft 
llift fciljval i4 annually ctlebratttj, in 
soalQgous to ih^ w^hiMion. The S(t«i^» 
in proceirioD through the (IrccN, eacb hoJ 
living fti'pent in his band, which Ite bfi 
fwallo*-^ piecemeal with rhc tr.oi\ frigblfi 
mace* ind horrid coatorlion^, Bui «i tbiit 
]»r ftitUrai 1b only celcbn:tted jd iht funii 
traiHler was extremely snjtiouf to CXa 11)11 
bebavionf of one of ihcfe Terpen i Cfttcrfr » 
cordingly, with the aifilUocc of hi* fi" 
J^'ometi. tie preivailtd on one of tbc <c^ 
bini.-vfiih the exhibition at hU o« ii 3p:irti 

On the appoinred dny^lhc S^adt came,; 
p:id$^ by his prictt, who carried a large (i 
in bLHth')ttimr4?hich he was continitaily b^Ei 
Son turn obfervttd that the reptile's teeth ha J 
drawn,. however, it was vtry lively, atiiJ 
greeniflv, copper coJotir, 

■After having recited ^ prayer, the put 
licered the creature to the Saadi, who firi 
withimuicular hand; but, on its entwining 
ftovuid hh arrti. his counteuaoce changed, hi 
ijolitidf dr.eadfnlly, and he uttered the moll 
iug criefi. He then bit the ferpent in the 
ni>d tore otf a piece, which be inftantly ol 
antV IffftUow'ed, At that nirwneot hifi agt] 
iiicrenfrd to convulllon, his limb^ writhH 
hownngii redoubled^ and bis month, diiteniM 
thc'onoii ihocking grionacest was literally covi 
with foam, while he oGc^idoivaUy devoured f 
/^/ecttf of . the amtna\, wv^Vi «\\ Ockfc tcv^t>L% t^ 
lirmed raadnefs.' Tbtee me^ e>.tx\^^ vW 
to hold him, bat be \vo\etvV\^ ^^^^^^ v\ 
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rotind the room, throwing oat his anxn in everjr 
direction, and ^riking furiouily agalnft whateyor 
flood in his reach { iDfomuch^ that Sonninland 
his friend were frequently obliged to cling to the 
wall, in order to avoid his blows. After foQiB 
tioie the pried took the ferpent from him, but 
lie dill bit his hands, and continued to rage with 
the fury of a maniac. The pried, however, at 
length clafped him in his arms, put his hand 
gently upon his back, lifted him from the ground, 
and recited fome prayers, when his agitations gra- 
dually fubfided, and for a few moments hefeemed 
totally exhauded. 

" The Turks," fays Sonnini, " who were pre- 
fent. Were fully convinced of the reality of this 
religious frenzy -, and it mud be confefled that, 
whether reality or impodure, it was impoffible 
to exprefs the tranfports of madnefs, in a more 
drikiog manner, or to exhibit a human being in 
a more terrific (ituation." In Egypt, the Saadis 
are much refpedted, but among the Turks, who 
dwell in the other parts of the Ottoman empire, 
they are merely obje6ls of dcrifion. 

Our author had an opportunity of converdng 
with a diech, or pried, of this fed, who was of an 
open difpolition, and candidly affured him that, 
though feveral individuals of his fraternity had 
an uncommon power over ferpents^ he had not 
the fmalled claim to it himfelf, but, on the con- 
trary, acknowledged that he was extremely afraid 
of thefe reptiles ; he likewife obferved, that the 
Saadis always keep ferpents in their houfes, to be^ 
ready upon any occadon ^ but they previouflY 
take the precaution of dI^.mIl^ \>Ck€vt \RftjCck.% ^ 
any perfon be bitten by a fei^^tvV, i^cw^^^^^»^^ 
whom be applies, muttew a fe^ ^^"^^^^^^^ 
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wol^at #Sti6€s it witli a razor, and, having firft 
ftled bis mouLh with lemoo juice, fucks the bJood 
'from 'it repeatedly, Tbeje men are likewife faidj 

fctifc^^ " the feipenfs breatj^" an appellatioOM 
yen, by the Kgyptiana, toinfiammatory puftulcij 
v'hich iometlraes break oLit on peribns M^ho fleep 
iinroVarf-d io ihe open aitj and whicb they lap*— 
po(e are occiifioned by the breath of a ferpenL 
The rerredy of the Saadis js a mixture of cerufd^ 
*or white lead, and oil of feiamum, with whick 
ihey mb \h^^ puftulea, at the fame time mottcPN 
log a few unifiteHigiWe words, to imprcfs the (^ 
pi^rtUtiouft patient with veneration for their fupfl^ 
. rior abilities. 

Soni:iini having been now two monthn at Rofr 
fetta, and findint^r ;t impnflible to penetrate Ir^t^ 
Tapper Egypt, which was filled with uudtfciplin^ 
ed combatants and Uwlef^ banditti^ be refoked 
in vifit that part of the Lybian Defert, called the 
];)(-(Vrt ot Xitra^ot of St, Macariusj he therefore 
wrote to Cairo, in order to obtain the protedion 
of Ifmacl Bey, andy as a ftronger fhield than all 
tiie recomn^iendations of authority, he aflbmed 
the chara<5ter of a phyfician, and adorned himfelf 
with a red turban, which, joined to his drefs, and 
tliat of' his companions, who were habited as fol- 
iliers of the beys, made him fometimes pafs for a 
kiafchef, or officer of the Mamelukes. 

On the 2c>th of December, our author qmttcd 
Rofletta, mounted like his attendants,upon mules, 
and followed by a camel that carried the baggage, 
in a handfome fort of large, covered panniel^ be 
w.r^ p.Uo accompanied by a Janizary, whom the 
conful delired lo aUev^^i Vv\m \.o k\iQMV\\, j 

At the lake ot" Maadv^, vVvt. vx«iN^\w^ ^w^^'t 
fonimodious, decked bo^v-, t^\i^ ?iV \V^ e^^-w^^ 
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half a league from the oppofite ikore, they met 
with a fmall encampment of Bedouins^ who of- 
fered them fome water, and inyhed them, in the 
xnoft prelfing manner, to pafs the night beneath 
the Ihelter of their tents. Sonnini made no hefi« 
tation in placing a confidence in them, as previ- 
ous to his arrival, fome European merchants, with 
their wives, had accepted their offer of nodur- 
nal accommodation, and were perfedtly fatisfied 
with their behaivour} he therefore hired fome 
of them to efcort the camel, whofe flow pace 
had hitherto retarded his progref^ and took the 
•]ead with his Janizary and mules* :to the village 
of Aboukir, where he arrived about eight o'clock 
in the evening. 

When the Jew drogueman, at whofe houfe 
our author alighted, was informed of the objed 
of the intended journey, he exclaimed loudly 
againft the raibnefs of the enterprife, reprefented 
it as dangerous even to madnefs, and, when fo- 
licited to procure camels for the purpofe of tra- 
verling the Defcrt, he declared that he would 
take no (hare in a. bufinefs, which muft inevita- 
bly terminate ia misfortune. 

At length, however, finding that all his per- 
f nations and remonftrances only tended to i^cenfe 
Soonini, without effe&ing the lead change in his 
refolutions, he fent for a chief of Bedouin Arabs, 
who was encamped at a fcp^U dii^ance from Abou- 
kir, and who was equally celebrated for his brave- 
ry and fidelity. This man arrived about mid- 
night, and readily confented, for a Hipulated fum, 
to furnifh our author with a horfe aud Cowx ^-a.- 
meJs, and to accompany h\m ow \.V\^ \o^^, >«iS^- 
out bia being obliged to ptONV^ei iwA ^«^ €v<5tt&T 
the anim^h or their maftcr. TVic e^xv^vwo^v^ ^ 
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this eTig:agement were minuted down by tlie J 
and at day break an Egyptian fcribe drew 1 
formal ^gref^nneat ia Arabic, whicli was folei 
ly fignf^d and attefled by witxiefTes, who, togei 
with the Jew^ the Janizary, and the travell 
were nil featcd in a ctrde on the ground, 
each ftretching out his nght hand, offcrpd t 
prayer to God and to Mahomet, and then t 
hold of his beard or chin, after the cuftotr 
the country, which thus guarantees the perfo 
ancc of every written or verbal cootrafi* 

During ihcfc arrangements, the inhabitant 
Aboukir, who had raifed fuch difficulties 
ipeding the little pyramid purchafcd on a fo 
er occafmn, aflerabled together, on being info 
ed of Sonpini*^ return, and loudly deman 
reftitution for the imtocnle riches of wbicb 
had deprived them; at the fame time ent 
voiiTing to raife their countrymen, by atTeri 
that the European was now hiring camels 
the exprefs purpofe of defpoiling their coui 
of all its hidden valuables. The barber go^ 
nor was anxious to ftare the heaps of gold* 
to be found, and prepared for removal, and 
cordingly made his lliop re-echo with impn 
tions again (I the Franks in general, and our 
thor in particplar. The riot wa« now heooni 
general j the Jew drogucman trenpbled v 
excefs of terror > the Janizary harangued the 
pulace, in order to undeceive them, and the 1 
vellers themfelves were greatly alarmed wl 
Sonnini, notwithflanding his private fears, 
folved to treat the uproar with contempt i 
apparent ind*ifFeTet\cc, 2iiv^ \t\ o\^^x V.^ \e.cn< 
every fufpicion of \us a1^^xe>^t\^^^o^^^>^^^V^\^ 
mules belonging toRofiex.v^>^vi^^^^^^^^^^ 
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.morning, to traverfe the range of coaft, which lies 
between Aboukir and Alexandria. 

At a fnaall diftance, to the wcftward of Abou- 
kir, he paired through a fmall village, called 
Kafr Dsjami, or Caftle of the Mofque. From 
hence to Alexandria he met with nothing but 
forae large houfes, bulk iingly, and inhabited by 
cultirators. Their conftruAion is entirely mo- 
dern, though fome ancient pieces of granite have 
been pfed among the other materials. Each of 
thefe houfes is denominated kafr, or cafUe, to 
which fome peculiar deiignation is added. They 
are all enclofed by walls, but thefe outworks are 
too flight to refift the attacks of the Bedouins, 
who frequently make, confiderable breaches in 
them, in order to commit their depredations. 

After partaking of a light refrertiment, beneath 
the fliade of date trees,, in the vicinage of Alex- 
andria, our traveller returned towards Aboukir, 
where he found the people more outrageous than 
before his departure* Some fham&lcfs .villains 
afiirmed that they had repeatedly feen the Frank 
come by night into their neighbourhood, load 
his beafts with gold, and immediately depart. 
This was fufficient fo enflame the fury of the 
mob, who accordingly reforved to let the travel- 
lers load their riches on the camels, that were to 
be fumiihed by the Bedouins, and then to at- 
tack and inurder them^ in order to recover the 
ftolen treafures. 

This projedt was a fource of great uneaiinefs to 
Son nini's companions, but for his own part he be- 
trayed no fign of fear, and was deXe.\tcCvcv^i^ xj^^nl 
^ to fall an ea^ facrifice, \u c^^ X-Vi^ \\v.\e.:8X ^ov^^ 
^be pat in execution. This wwide. oi •to^^^^.ei'^^ 
the deSrod cffeA, as tUe ftu^i^ cxo^^^e^^ ^^^ 



j,„,ed »^»V.rcfted b'* ^?"'L n where he o*^/! 
p.oo*waveU« ^-^^^,Z. Here be ^ 

i '^'"'"'^'^ ff.ced b.ttl 

Ha.onbe^^^j-r;&,S,^ 
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having performed a journey of about twrcnty-ono 
miles io eight hours. 

The Bedouins having been apprifed of this vi- 
{\t, had driven out the animals from Huffein's 
tenty and prepared it for Sonnini's reception. A 
few faggots covered with carpets, of the women's 
manufacture, ferved as feats, and the tent of the 
chief was diilinguiihed by a large plume of of- 
trich feathers, placed at the top. Thefe tempo- 
rary dwellings are all of th& fame fhape, and 
only differ in lize; they are all low, of much 
greater length than breadth, and entirely open 
on one fide; they are condruded of a ikuff that 
is made from earners hair. 

The camp was fituated about a hundred yards 
from the canal of Alexandria, the waters of which 
turned off by the indnlirious Bedouins, diffufed 
fertility through an extenfive piece of ground. 
Various kinds Of food were here cultivated for 
animals and horfes ; camels, fheep, and oxen, 
were feen at paiilure. 

Scarcely an hour had elapfed iince our travel- 
ler's alighting, when thq whole of Huflein's Be- 
douins were thrown into the greateft diforder, at 
thf light of fome predatory Arabs, who were dif- 
covered in the plain. Every perfon was inftant- 
]y in motion, the women ihrieked with fear, the 
men ran to ihth arms, fome mounting the firft 
horfe they could find, and othera letting out on 
foot in purfuit of the robbers. In the n^dft of 
this confufion our European and his companions 
remained with the aged men and the Women, to 
guard the camp, and after a fhort time tranojall- -* 
lity was rc-eftablilhed. A Wn^ ^^^^> ^fi^HJ^^^ 
for the fapper of the trave\\etaN«i?i%v>ci^^'«^^'^^ 
4o Soaoioi^ bat when it N»a* ^^tc€\N^^ ^^ ^, 



' wa« defirouft of fparing the aaimal' 
men prercntetl hivii with forne ddic 
a vftriety^ ot Httlc cakes, that were I 
goodi 

It is indeed among thcfe focictica 
that the traveller meets with that t 
ty which inftantaneoufly converta i 
brother, where fimple and natural c 
of articles equally fimple, a rcfu 
woulJ g^tve real pain to the perft 
theoa ; whereas, hy a cheerful accepl 
a ftranger iofallibly infpires eftecm 
danger of being deemed either inti 
biefome* Luxury and fafiitious p 
their ctioftaiit attctidaiitj immoralii 
no attempt to rix their abode on thi 
neither h jealoully here the lyraiit 
lex* The manners of the people 
pure and fimplcj as defcribed in 
hiltories. Unlike the other natic 
the Bedouin women ^ire not afrai 
their fi\cciir or to converfe with ih: 
pleating gaiety, which is the comf 
tucj and ihe enemy of remorfe. T 
general very handfome, a timple nic 
injured by excefs, permits them i 
exilieneCi and frequently to atiain 
an advanced age they are remark 
nerable and patriarchal phyfiognon 
is a p^irt of this nation, whofe naru 
in a manner perverted, by the har 
ant apon a toilfoirie and wandering 
ever wiiferjblci wandering, and | 
generally of n (lender m^ket at\i \ii 
^ncr, nor is it eafy to d'^fco^tv ^^ 
torccs iof ihe: beauty ol i\v^*^^ ^^'^'i 



- After prefenting fome trifles to the Holpitable 
Arabs, SoDnini and his companions relutned their 
journey on the ift of January, 1778, and pro- 
ceeded in a fonth-eafterly diredion, along the ca- 
nal of Alexandria. Exclufive of the village Ka- 
rioum, that itands at the dil^ance of three miles 
from the camp, and a few^ fmall fpots of cultiva- 
tion, the whole traft of country was an entire 
plain of fand. The oppolite bank of the canal 
prefented a more cheerful profpe6t, being plea- 
fantly enlivened by a number of villages. . 

At the village Beriik^ our author met with an 
encampment of Bedouins^ who furrounded him 
with all the geftures of aftonifliment, flared at 
htm, and felt his fkin, as if he had been fome 
uncommon animal. The women were equally 
anxioos with the men, to gratify their curiofity, 
bat they accompanied it with a prefent of excel- 
lent milk. ^ 

Beyond Berfik, the arid plains of fand were 
fucceeded by fertile fields, where our author per- 
ceived a prodigious quantity of larks flying in 
large flocksl About noon, he arrived at three 
villages adjoining, each other, which bear collec- 
tively the denomination of Sentaw. Here he 
prefented a letter from'Ifmael Bey, to the Shech 
el Bclad, or chief of the country, who recognifed 
thc/ea/, though he was unable to read the con- 
tents. A dinner was provided for the travellers j 
but Sonnini affirms, that it was difgufling in it- 
felf, and rendered Hill worfe, by the filthy man- 
ner in which the peafants and Bedouins fell up* 
on the difbes. 

At two o clock, he conlmued V\\vtowV^ ^c.xq.W 
beaaiifal and extKi'five p\a\njft, t\c\\\y ^^^^?^'''^T^ 
U'iV/j a profnfion of beans, vv\VvcV\> W\vs'^^^\^^ 
Vol.. XXlll. yi ^^ 
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fom, diffofed a fwect and reviving fragrar^ce 
through the air. Some hillocks formed a charm- 
ing contraft with the uniform brilliancy of thefe 
beds of flowers, and the rains of Ccver^X dcfctted 
habitations ferved to complete the pi^arerque 
fcene. Towards evening> tlie trivellers reacLed 
the village of Guchil, feated on the weflern baak 
of the canal, and, like all the others in that coua- 
tryj built of mud* Sonninl wa^ told that lh« 
mofque contaioed a very fine figure, he accord- 
ingly requefted permiflion to examine it, and wai 
not a Httle difappoitited, to find nothing more 
than the half of a Hoti*s head^ enclofed in the weiU 
of the temple. 

Next day he crofled ihe canal of Alexandria, 
then detiiiute of water, and arrived about ten 
o*c]ock in the morning at Damanhour, having 
travelled over a pleafant road, that interfered fc- 
veral fields of beaos and trefoiK This cxtcoE of 
cultivated land conftitutcs a part of the proviDca 
Bahiraj of which Damanhour is the capita!. 

The city of Damanhour is tolerably fpacious, 

but very indifferently buiJt, as mofi of the houfei 

are conftrufted of earth, or bad brick. It is tfac 

refidence of the hey^ or governor of Bahrra, and 

of a kiafohef, or pariicular commandant j but 

what is more importanlj it is ibe centre of iradr* 

for the cotton that is gathered in the circutnja- 

cent plains. In picking this ufeful article from 

the buihes, beating, carding, and fpinning ir> 

confilis the chief empjoyment of the inhabitants. 

The only piece of anti<]uity difcovcred at Da- 

jmarjhourj was ^ fm^W 't^ici'c^-Lt \i\A, i$\ft^cftd witb 

hoka, probably in ordti \o \itsNQXv\ I'i wl-ssss;^ 

let, it was two \ncbG^vbx^tV.u^^vR\^^^^e^ 



I 
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On the morning of the 4lb, our traveller pro- 
ceeded on his journey towards the Defert. At a 
fmall diQance, to the fouth-eaftof the city, (lands 
« fmall village, from whence he direfted his route 
♦o the fouthward, till he reached the village Gra« 
gocfs. From Gragaefs he travelled fouth fouth- 
eafty to Dentfchell, a village whofe name implies 
" a jar carried off." The villagers pretend^ that 
their anceilors having once found a large vafe, on 
this fpot, filled with gold, deferred the divifion of 
the treafure till the following day^ but when they 
returned, they found, to their equal furprife and 
vexation, that both gold and jar were removed 
beyond their reach. To this anecdote, whether 
true or fabulous, the peafants affirm that the vil- 
lage owes its name. Immediately adjoining 
Denlfchell, is another village, called Lavoifchi, 
or '•acrofs," on account of its tranfverfal (itua- 
tion, in rei{>e6t to Dentfchell ; and on the other 
fide f^ the road are the ruins of a large village, 
contbruded of mud, and built upon an eminence. 
The travellers now continued their route to 
Schambrenoum, and from thence to Nagrafch, 
where they pafled the night. At their arrival, 
the villagers haftily retired to their houfes, and 
ibut their doors,'under the erroneous opinion, that 
they were cither the kiafchef s people, or preda- 
tory Bedouins. At length, however, our author 
and bis attendants obtained a (belter at thehoufe 
of the Shech el Beladi but as the inhabitants 
were in con (tan t fear of an attack from fome 
«ther villages, with whom they were at war, all 
idea of repofe was precluded, «Lwd ^'c«t^^^ "^s^ 
hour pafled without faUe iVaT\xv%> Ixqwv'Cbk.'vkc^^^ 
Mad timidity of the vrocneti. 

3 



,,„rd about .^obj^. tbey w«r« '^^^^e P"'T \ e» 
md Come o« ;"'';„ robbers, ao'*. ^'^f^, ^ vigo^o"! \ p! 

bao. which i» 'bej 3^ ,bU P^'" ^^ bapV'-"^'^ ^», 
borders of ihe " boi^itls^y »«" ^ by tbe «»' 

Iff* of Ib*',^ Ab^ V\vft<^^S^°^'-ttwt«^'*"^'^r 
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toad nor pith of any kind, can fervc to guide the 
veary traveller's . fleps ; where tracks^ which 
iiardly leave an impreffion^ are immediately ef- 
f accd> and men are frequently fwallowed up in 
•waves of fand> raifed by the impetuous winds* 
The Arabic name of tbefe fteril regions, which 
confifl entirely of fand and flone, without a fingle 
particle of vegetable earth, is Dsjebel, or moun- 
tain. The ground, in fad, rifes by an eafy af- 
cent, which forms at iirft acclivities, then hillsj, 
and finally mountains. 

The travellers afcended imperceptibly, for 
about fix miles, a thick bed of fine moving fand. 
They then entered plains, covered with fmall 
itones, and in proportion as they approached the 
more elevated lands, the fine fand di^ppeared, till 
at length it was loft on the fummit of the hills, 
where the firatum became folid, interfperfed 
with coloured pebbles, a fpecies of jafper that 
takes a moft beautifuf poliCh, and pieces of pe- 
-trificd wood. There are likewife fomc fmall 
fpots, full of Titrifiable fiones, of a reddilh grey 
colour, and ftrongly fixed in the ground. Thefe 
fabfiances, however, are but appendages to a 
fcene of horror and aridity, as on thefe dreary, 
and rugged fpaces no plant relieves the aching^ 
eye, no tree fpreads forth its hofpitable branches,' 
to fhelter the feveri(h and exhaufted traveller 
from the infupportable beams of the noon-day. 
fun. It is only in the chafms between the. hills, 
and in the lefs elevated, fituations, thajt a fe^r' 
ilender and hardy plants creep along the thirfty. 
ground, and a few ihrubs, producing aa ca.'WKi 
thorns as Jcarcs, may be meieX^ ^^[v^ ^.oH^'^^»^^- 
In the Ms ongrateful fpoU, iVv^fe ^^x^^ ^^^ 
times grow in patches, aud fotvii ^^tai^'^'^^^^ 



where harjea make their formsj and aotekpci 
liiid a covert, and a fcnnty fupply of paftorc* 

After traveHing all dav toward* ihc Touth* 
^vefttooraathor halted at fijt in the evening, aM 
p:iired the night upon rlie fand. He fvjfft^.red 
greatly from the cold, and alter midnight wad a* 
complcttJy wetted by a copiotifl deiv, aa if he had 
l>eeti ^spoied to a heavy rain* 

Early in the morning he continued hi« jonrn«ft 
till, having travelled abont forty miles from Ho- 
lu'zr, he arrived at the furamit of a chain of hiils 
extending to the north nortb-v^^tjft. At the dif* 
tanccof ten or twelve ntiiles i» another cbain^ pa* 
rallel to the firft; they form between them a 
de<^p valleyj the fides of which are perpendicular 
from I be top of the hills to more than haJf of 
their height j the other part is a gentle defcent of 
iine, loofc fand. At the feot of one of the hilbj 
11} tlie bottom of the valley, are the lakes of na- 
Iroit, where an exienfive fheet of water, a nuni' 
ber of flirnbs that overfhadow its batiks, a profn* 
iion of reeds, and other aquatic plants, that 
clothe its furface, and an elegant aflemblagc of 
bird.-i and antelopeSj whtch come thither to 
quench their thirtt, conflitnte a fcene Aiflicjcntly 
a§;ree3bie to interell the traveller, wbofe patience 
and fpirits have been nearly exhaufied by the 
hideous monotony of the J>e4"ert. 

It is impofllble to at^Lieriain, wiib any degree 
of precilipn, the extent of ihefe lakes, as it va- 
ries materially, according lo the feafons ; whca 
there is moft water, tfce two lakes are united, and 
form one, which \s mvvcVi \ox\^^t \bjan broad, and 
occiipie& a. fpace of Ce\cta\ \ta^M£'ix Kx ^:iOc^ 
times, they are on\y v^^^^^ \.\ii^\. ottv^yj N^^\ v 
fmall /pace of groa^d. ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^^^ 
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|>a«ilo, and their water»retirc>thejgrouud# lately 
inundated, is covered "witli a fedimeht, that i9 
foon hardened and cryftallized by the fun 5 this 
5s the natron. Some writers have dcfcrlbed the 
V ater as being covered with this fubftance, but, 
at .the tin>e of Sonnini's refearcbes, they wer,e 
clear and limpid.. The natron is difengaged from 
the ground by iron inftrunients, and carried by. 
camels tq Terane) where it is fliipped for CairOji 
orRoffetta. 

Upon the declivity of the hill, near the laket, 
flands a fmall houjfe, in which the Copts fay there 
•was born a faint»whom they higbly venerate un- 
der the name of Maximous. Probably the-Maxi- 
ipos, or Maximinius, of the Catholic legend. 

Having fpent fome time in traverfing tKp 
banks of the lakes, our author continued hia 
route over a fatiguing tra^ of fand, that was en« 
tirely . covered with hardened natron, till he ar- 
rived within fight of a Coptic convent, whof^ 
appearance was the mod horrible and forbidding 
of any edifice ..he had ever yet difcovered. Its 
walls, though very high, can fcarcely be diftin- 
|^ui(hed from the lands of the Defert at any dif- 
tance, as' they haveithe fame colour and afpeft. 
Not a fingle tree, or fhrub, is planted in its vici« 
nity, nor is there any road that leads to it, or any 
apparent entrance ^ even the footHeps of me^ 
are foon covered by the moving fand> or efface^ 
by the feet of wild and fanguinary anino^ls. 

When the travellers had approached^ within 
five' hundred yards of the n\onaflery, Huffein 
went on before, in order to obtain admittance^ 
while Sonnini rode flowly fot-w^t^, ^X. ^^"twi ^i^- 
fancc, and the reft of the paily Vi2id\^%%^^'^^'^'^' 
iUferable way Ijchind, M V\i\s vaOT^j^^v ^ ^^^ 






of Bedonin horfcmcn ru(hed out from beblnd tU 
walls, when Sonnini, who difcerxicd the number 
and quaJity of bis enemies, turned back^ and re* 
joined bU companions, wlio had alfo difcovercd 
tbeir danger^ and were drawn up in a clofe body, 
fully refolved to make a vigorous defence, Onr 
author immediately difraountedjand exerted him- 

^fclf, to encourage their laudable intention^ btit 
his whole party confifted only of fix perfoos* and 
three of thofti were fuch as could not poffibly be 
depended on* The robbers rode up to them at 
full gallopj hut perceiving their iirmDefe, they 
halted at the diftance of a hundred yards, and 
defired them not to fire, Sonnini, in return, 
commanded them to keep their di fiance, a»d for j 
fome moments they remained in apparent uncer- \ 
tainty how to a£t. At lengthy however/ they di^ 
vided themfdves info four bodies^ three of which 
immediatejy Rationed themfelves on the flanks, 
and in the rear of the traveUers, This unex- 
pefted manoeuvre difconcerted the courageous 
few, who, in fpite of aU their leader's exhorta- * 
tions, refufed to defend themfelveg, or to dif- | 
charge a (ingle (hot. Sonnini threw down his ' 
gun in vexation, and the banditti immediately 
flripped b^jrh him and his followers of their mo* 
ney, clothes, arms, provifions, and, in faa,of the 
whole of their property. Onr author, indeed, 
M-as permitted to retain bis breeches and under* 
waiflcoat, but his followers were ftripped to their 
fliirtsi and he was himfelf cruelly deprived of 
his ttjrban, by which means his bare bead was 
expofed to the ini^yiSetay^t \\^i\. ^^ ^^ ^'an. 

About twenty move iViab^ H>^tu ^iN^^^ti ^^wa. 

behind ^ heap of fto^es, ^^4,v;\\^^^»s^^^ ^^^ 



IN EGYPT. 23? 

'' This fcene,*' fays Sonoini, "would have fur- 
f>Uhed a ftriking fubjed for a ikilful painter^ 
•who might have reprefented, on one fide, the 
troop of robbers covered with duft, and with 
blftck countenances, as oarched as thc.fands, quar- 
seHing about the divition of the property ; in 
the. o^idll of thefe my old fervant. making occa- 
iional fnatches at fome of the moft valuable ar- 
ticles ; in the fore ground, the foldier, perfe6kl3r 
confounded and motionlefs} the two Egyptians^ 
gazing at each other with iilupid alioniibment $ 
fuyfeU in the back ground, biting my nails with 
choler and vexation 5 and laftly, the draughtf- 
snan, weeping aloud, and anfwering with Coh^ 
xvhen I aflied if he had been ill-ufed, " No, Sir j 
l>ut what can we now get to eat ?" 

^nnini was now advancing towards the con- 
vent, whither Huifein had repaired, but was im- 
jnediately arrefted by the chief of the robbers, 
"Who, without afligning any reafon, conduded 
JbuTV-back into the midft of his troop. Our ^u- 
tbar naturally fuppofed, that the banditti had 
either refolved to take from him his remaining^ 
clothes, or othcrwife to feal up the dread of dif- 
covery by his death ^ but, to his utter adonifbr 
ment, the chief,, who had been rather too offi- 
cious in (1 ripping, now returned the difierent 
parts of his drefe, with mu^h civility, together 
with his purfe and arms, while other Bec^ouitui 
yendf red 4.he fame acceptable fervice to the other 
iioflorn and terrified travellers. 
. ^ Thifi, it feems, was eflfeded by the fpirited be? 
^jiavio.ur of HuflCein, who, having x^;^<:.\nrA. >5q^^ 
'IdqV wtere mod of the .^te^X-orj \ia.^^^«v^?^" 
i^miiicd, jthus addreffedUax^^i ^^^ ^^^^^ ^'v^^^v• 
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" Ara^s, you have ftripped a man entrufled tft 
my protedion ; a man wiih whom I have eaten, 
who has repoted in my lent, and become my I 
brother! for whofe fafety I wi!l readily tlaJce my 1 
own life. Never again can I revifit my c^mp, 
or hope for the plcafore of embracing my be- 
loved family > Arabs, either reftorc every articit J 
that ymi have t^en from my brother, or kindly " 
terminate my infiip portable exiftence/* This 
cnergetio harangue, delivered in a refolutc tone* 
end with the moft determined look, made fonoe 
impreffion on the barbarians, and while they 
were confuting together, HoiTcin fnatched bis 
gnn from a perfon who held it, and levelling it 
at the principal chief, refolved to iboot him^ in 
cafe of a refnfal, that he might thereby drav 
their vengeance upon hi a own head, rather tbAQ 
live under the ftigma of his friend*s njisformne. \ 
He wajj well known to the AraKs who were fully 
convinced that he would execute bis threats, and 
therefore, partly froui fear, and partly from re- 
f\KQ:, they con fen ted to reftore the property of 
Sonnint and his companions; and this was im- 
medi[jtely performed with the moft admiraWc 
fidelity. Nor was tt enough for tbefe robbers to 
appear jnll, tbey muft alfo fliow tbemfclvcs po- 
lite, llie black chief infiftcd upon our author's 
monnting his horle, to ride from the fccnc of 
recent confufion to the monal^ery, wbile fome 
other Bedouins paid a fimilar compliment to his 
icllow travellers. On their approaching the 
cor} vent t fome baVke^i of bread, and platters of 
Icntih, were let down \>\ ^ xove,^Vi\^^\\\^^&Ml 
the whole party wu\^ Avtc\t\^ -w^i ^ttr^^.*^n\t- 
P<^it At the COncY\ifton oi \\^^^^ tsvcA^^o^*^ 
th^ Arabs approached vte ¥.^.^ov^m ^vvV^^ 
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gree of franknefs and cordiality, ezprefling their 
fatisfa6tion at his perfonal fafety^ and chiding 
him for undertaking to traverfe a defert^ which 
they acknowledged to be the refort of thieves 
and banditti, 

Ladly, that nothing might be wanting to com- 
plete the fucceffion of thefe extraordinary fcenes, 
the Bedouin chief detired that Sonnini would 
write him a certificate, dating that he had met 
with him in the Defert, and that he had taken 
nothing from him, but on the contrary, had be- 
haved in the moft fatisfa£^ory manner. This 
certificate was written in Arabic, and figned by 
our traveller, who having no defire to atted his 
name to the condu6t of a banditti, fubfcribed La 
Deroute. The chief then pocketed the paper, 
and after cautioning the European to be on his 
guard, refumed his journey, in queft of new ad- 
ventures. 

Having got rid of thefe dangerous people, 
Sonnini was obliged to enter into a long alterca- 
tion with the monks, who, for fome time, pre- 
tended to doubt his being a European. At 
length, however, they con fen ted to his admit- 
tance, when another difpute arofe concerning the 
manner of his entering their inhofpitable refi- 
dence, as the monks infifled upon drawing him 
up by the rope, and he demanded entrance by an 
iron wicket, which, it feems, was never opened 
but on particular occalions. Huffein now threat- 
ened the fathers with the mod dreadful effe6ts 
of his refentment, if they hefitated any longer to 
comply with his friend's requeft *, av\d^ ycv ^^\^5iR.- 
qaence of his authoritative corQrck«iTv^'&»>^^^''^^' 
kct was opened to the IvaveW^xs, viVo ^^^^^^ 
conduaed to the chapel, and aUcx^^xews 1>a.\vcv\J5 
with a fcanty fupper of pUm WA^^ ^*^^^' 
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Next moniitig, Sonaini wa^ reminded, by tl* 
guide, of what pafTed ott the preceding evenitig, 
and of the ei^tremc difficulty wrtli wiiich Ik had 
been extricated from hia perilous fituation. Huf- 
lein candidly acknowledgedj that he could not 
hope for fuch fuccefsj on another occafionj nor 
could be yet tell what might be the refult of hli 
recent interference, as, in c^(t: he ftiould ever be 
'difcovered by tbe Arabs, in company with tiic 
fame party, hts life would moti probiibly be fa- 
crificed to their refcntment. He th<^refore cb- 
ferved that, an immediate return was indifpend- 
bly neceffary to himfelf, and concluded by an 
offer of condnfiing our author back by ihe fame 
roure he bad come; but, as Sonoini had novr 
reached the middle of the dcfcrta, be was an- 
Avilliiig to quit them without making a few* ob- 
fervations; and Huflein, though evidently vexed 
at his determination, embraced him wjtii affec- 
tion, and quitted him with many kind adieu*, 

Tlie convent, in which Sonnini was now left 

with hia companions, is, by the Coptic ceuobite*, 

denominated Zaidi el Baramousj and by the 

Arabia, Kafr Zaidi- It is an cndofare of high 

wrUs without any gnte, ae that name cannot pol- 

fibly be gWen to a fmall wicket, which is never 

opened more than twice or thrice in a yean Per- 

fons coming in, and going out, are drawn up, or 

lowered down, by a firong rope and pulley. 

The building confills entirely of foft» calcareous 

Jiones, containing folfile Ihells, Within the 

■w'cills is:! fmall fort, furrounded by diirhes, and 

f^irnilhtd With a dva^Wvd^^^ vjV\\t^ ^teld* a re- 

trear (q the monVs,w\ien\^^>i^w\\\<\Q\\^-v'^.\^y,VA 

Awcced in forcing tHet^^^V^ft^^^?^'^'^^^^' ^?^;;;* 

fort is a ciiurcb, ^ dftet^, ^ ^^^^^^^^ ^ 
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a6d every thing, In faft, to enable the fathers to 
friftain a long fiege. Here, alfo, are the books be- 
longing to the community^ of which they are ex- 
tremely tenaciotis, though they fufFer them to lie 
negleded on the ground, covered with daft, and 
partly deftroyed by vermin. 

The church is a firo pie edifice, with no other 
brnament,: than a few bad pifturtfs and fome of- 
trich eggs. The fervice is performed in Arabic 
and modern Coptic, that is to fay, in Greek Cop- 
tic, for the literal Coptic, or the language of th« 
Pharaohs is totally unknown to the prefent Copts. 
Tfaegbfpel is read in Arabic, and the prayers are 
faicl in modern Coptic j yet none of the monks 
can fpeak that langn-age with propriety. It feems, 
itidetrd, almoft impoffible to give a juftreprefent- 
ation of the confafion that frequently prevails in 
the courfe of their devotions. Sometimes one per- 
foh will have a particular pfalm or anthem, and 
anotlier will infift upon finging a different one 5 a 
difpGte then enfues, and is frequently followed by 
blows : in the mean time, fomebody begins to 
chaont a prayer, which is followed by the* whole 
choit, and thus the quarrel is terminated. Dur- 
ing- bis day at the convent, Sonnini regularly at- 
tendeiStheir devotions, and carefully imitated th» 
cercnionies and gefturcs of the monks. , Each of 
his people did the fame, and there fometimes oc- 
curred fuch comic fcenes and ridiculous (itliations, 
^s totally deftroyed their gravity, and obliged them 
to give an involuntary oBence, by iheir laughter, 

• The rmf^ing confifts of Turkifh and Arabic %.vv%^ -Jwt:.- 
CQitapinied by cymbals; the novCe ol vj\v\m\v^ vo^n^c^vc >Mvvicv 
their, difcordant mofic make* tVx^ cVm«^ ^V^^** ^"^"^ ^ 
medley of jirrmg founds. 
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to the merrtbera of the coiDinanitjr. In the per* 
form^DCc of their worlhip, the CopU neither Gt^ 
kneel J nor ftand upright ; but remain \ipon thcf 
feet, wilb ilieir bodies bctii forward, and fuppott 
thcmfelvea on a kind of cratch. The prieft eel* 
brates nnafa with water, and confecfates commoa 
breads which he cuts in pieces, and niixei witb 
water. This makes a kind cf foup, of which be 
cats a few fpoonfuls, and then adminifters th« 
remainder to fuch of bis brethren or attendaori 
83 are prcfent. The facred vafes are only a kind 
of glafs plates, Similar to thofc tafed at a E<ro- 
pean deireri. After the communioo* the official 
ing pried wafties his hands, and places himfelfst 
the door of the chancei, \thither every perfon^f 
the congregation walks in proceflion, to prcfcnt 
his face to be i^roked or fprinkled witb the bol; 
water^ Some little half-baked loaves are tbea 
dillri bated, though not without much alterca* 
tion, and the fervice concludes* The perfott 
who officiates at the altar in celebrating mafs, ii 
arrayed in a fort of white (liirt, covered with 
crolfes, and made with a cowi j but, during the 
other prayers, he only wears a large fillet of whit* 
linen, twifted rouud his head, in manner of a tur- 
ban, and adoroed with funilar little croiTeib 

'' Thefe Coprs/' fays onr author, " are fond 
of a rapid fuccefllioo of rites and cerenwnies, and 
are continnally io motion during the time o/ fer- 
vice. The officiating monk, efpecially, is every 
moment employed in fcattering inoenCe over the 
faints, books, and piQurcs* killng his left hand, 
or applying hvs hani vo \!tv^ tot-tt^-^d of every 
perfoo pre fen t . V^\\t.^ ^W V:\s ^o>\^^4w'i ^xt ^^xW 
e^, he gives bis bene4\a\<lXv.>o^AV^^- ^^^^^"^^ 
m fmalJ crofa and Vifi^iX^^ ^^^^' ^^' 
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Jnal of tbe congregation^ previous to his depar- 
ture from the church, kiffes a little cuihion^ co- 
rered with a greafy cloth *, then a crofs; and af* 
terwards rolls his head on the (brine of the faints. 
This flirine is faid, by the Arabs, to contain oo 
other reliques than bones of camels or aiTes, that 
have periihed in the defert, and have been col- 
le^ed by the monks; but the latter affirm, that 
it is the repo6tory of the bodies of feven faints^ 
among whom, Maximous and Domadious are men- 
tioned as the ofajeds of peculiar veneration. 

There were but three priefts and a few friars in 
the convent, at the period of our traveller's re- 
fearches; but they were frequently vifited by the 
Coptic cultivators, who came to do penance for 
Iheir fins and to fupply the fathers with the means 
of fubfiftence. The common provifions of the 
community are chicly the alms of the rich 
Copts, at Cairo, and 3re conveyed to the monaf- 
tcry twice or thrice a year, by caravans of ca- 
ikiels. Their meals, which (imply con (id of 
bnifcnit, made of flour of lentils and rice boiled 
in fait and water; deteftable cheefej and, by 
chance a little honey, are ufually eaten in a re- 
fedory^ while one of the monaftics reads for the 
edification of his brethren : their only beverage is 
a bracki(h and unpalatable water. 

Tbe cells of the monks are vaulted and exceed- 
ingly low, and their drefs perfeftly accords with 
thetr wretched habitations. A kind of robe and 
a long (hirt, of black linen, conftitute the whole 
43( their apparel ; the difmal colour of which, 
together with their dark complexion, nv€.«cWiV* 
and (bort ftatarc, combines x.o xcn^^x ^^^^^T^-^^ 
taaazfticB the moft ns\y of tn^ti^vcw^. ^"^^^^ "^^"^ 
Jikewifc tbe mott filttiy atvd 6X^^x3*^^^- -S 
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By the iid^ of the convent arc fome raina, Uii 
to be the rexuains of the ancietit c^ilace A very 
deep well U ttill dLlcernihltf, to wiiiirh there h a 
defceoi by a flight of i^tpa, li) ibe vicioity there 
is alfo found a fjuatitUy of the coriimon gypfani> 
knowQ to the Arabs by the uamc of guips> and oi 
latDiiiaied gypfam> or lapU Jpecubris- 

The monadeiy of Zaidi el Baramous ib not tht 
only one exifling in this defolate cauatry. From 
the top, of the walls niny be ieen thcfoiaU, unio- 
habited houfe of St, MaxJmousi another conveotj 
calkd Zaidi Snariarit and a fmall deferred boild- 
in^, origioally detigoed for thy n^fidence of a 
J^ialchef, boi now atJTording 0ielter to the per- 
fona who come thithei- in tjueft of natron. 

Atthediftanceoff^nedft/ftjourneyj to thcweftj 
is a dry catiai, formerly th^ bed of a commuoica- 
tioti bf^twecn the lakei* Migris gnti Marcotis. It 
abounds WJf h rocks, and tritat, or eagle ftones, art 
comniouly toil ^d ii^ its environs. 

Oji the J3ih of January, ouc author haying 
difpaiched a pcaOi't from the. conveLl: to hire 
fomc Bf^douiq^ at Teranc, who might conduS 
him out of the defert, ten of theft^ perious arriv* 
ed wit!i a camel and fume alfes, Ont of thtdij 
who bad fliot a flarauigOj .it the narron lakeij 
prefen^ed ii in Soanini, who havitig paifed fc(re- 
ral days in a flaie^oj rigorop^ abflioenct?, gave it 
to his cooipantoqi to roafl. At the momentj 
however^ when ihey were preparing to make 
an f K^eUent meiU the monks fell upon it with 
thr nijft difguftitjg voracity, and fpeedily cod- 
ed f/ie repafl, 
AnxtOLis to qvMt vV^cfe M^^TttiiNAt TO.^\i, osfl. V 
author now propofed ^^ ^^^"^^ ^^^^ ^*i^^ ^^^ 
penfation for the caun^Viam^ii^V^-^^"^--^'^^ 
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though wretched in the extreiae. The fiiperior 
told him that it was proper he (hould firft beftow 
Ibmtithiog on the monaftery ; next on thecmbel- 
lilhment of the church ; and laftly, on himfelf; 
and the poor. At the concluiion of hU enumera- 
tion of wauts« Sonnini aiked what fum would be 
equivalent to the whole exprnce ; when, after a 
few moments fpent in calculation, the monk re* 
pljed, that, five or fix hundred lequins would be 
fuf&cient. *' A trjfle to be lure, fays our au- 
thor« '^ for five days -lodging and board, on lentil 
bread, with lentils boiled in fait and water," 'As, 
however, our traveller's purfe had been confider- 
ably lightened in palfing through the hands of the 
Arabs, and as the ftipulated agreement with Huf- 
fein had taken feveral fequins» he had but fix re* 
maining, which he accordingly offered to the fu- 
perior; but the avaricious wretch fell inco a moH: 
violent palhon; launched out into inve^tves, and 
fwore by all the faints of his phurch, that Sonnini 
ihouid foon repent his ingratitude* He evttn. ven- 
tured to affirm, that hea'oen would foon fend fome 
robbers to the convent, who fhould indantly fol- 
low the traveller's route, and avenge the quarreU 
At this audacious bjchaviour, our author loft all 
patience; and would certainly have levelled tho 
monadic with the ground^ lidA not the B^douia 
guide9 interpofed . and Operated the,(:Qiitending 
parties. 

Sonnini was now preparing to quit the convent 
with his companions, when the old monk frnt to 
requeft the fix.fequins tha( had been offered, and 
as the travellers rode from the edifice, th^y dif-. 
cerned this villain in the.a6L oi v\x^^\cfiiv^^ ^^^^-^ 
iDgs on their jourpcy, ftgia xSsvftX. ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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ti^hich he had To recently invoked to CfuHi ihtm 
vicb all lift maledidioDS* 

Frotn Zaidi el BaraniiouAr our author travellnl 

sloDg deep gorges. pEtraUel to the great hHls, W 

about fix miles^ whrn he entered the monaf^eiy 

of Z^M Souri^n, whofe name indicates that if 

vrai tormerly to the poOelSon of Syrian monksii 

who bave been fucrecded by the Copts. Thii| 

convent is built upon a f^mikr plan to that of 

Zaidi ei £aramouiif, but it h laid out in a modi 

bctietr and more convenient manner. The anci-i 

ent Syrian church is flill ftandiog, and is defcrib* 

ed by our traveller as bting tolerably handfomd 

Upon one of tht; piJlara are cut» the names of fei 

Yrral £Liropean vititants ; snd tbe church is ei [ 

brill {bed with iculptnrc and paintings in frefctii 

This building, however, is not ufcd by the Copts, 

vho have built another church, in the form of a 

crofs- The little fort, or place of retreat, is as 

well condru^ed as that of the other conv^nt^ and 

the monks are apparently Icfs filthy in their pcr- 

fons, ao^ lefs ferocious in their difpofitions. The 

fuperior^ feen by Sonnini, was a man turned of 

thirty, abfolutely without any beard. As the 

beard is an appendage, in this country, that ere* 

ates refpeft, the monk was much diifatisfied with 

his perfonal defe6t, and eameftly 6ntreatfed the 

European to point out fome method, by which 

he might obtain fuch an embellifliement to hit 

face. 

In i little garden belonging to the monaftics 

Jre a few date trees, fome fmall olive trees, and 

one almond tree. J^tiW)t\^ ^ ^'^\\t,i^ of efcnleot 

plan ts, is obfer vablfc lV\e V\\i\%^ , ^ A^^cvc^ ti^Xw^^ 

perenniBh kidney beati,«cvi^VBW«^^^n>^^^;^;j 
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leaves are of a lively greeo, its pods, broad aDd 
elongated, are of the fame colour, with a border 
of deep purple. The feeda which they contaia 
are oval, and variegated with yellow, black, and 
JbrowD. This fpecies of pulfe is univerfally cul- 
tivated io Egypt, and the pods are a cooimoa ar« 
tide of food. Ad immenfe tamarind tree grows 
in one of the courts, and is confidered by the mo* 
naftics as an effed of miraculous vegetation. '* A 
St. Ephraim," fay they, <Meft his fiaff at the gate 
of a pious brother, to whom he wa^ paying a vitit; 
it inftantly took root, fhot forth branches, and 
foon became a large tamarind tree." To add to 
this miracle, they affirm, that it is the only tree 
of the fpecies in £^pt. This, however, is not 
confident with truth, for, notwithflanding tho 
fcarcenefs of tamarind trees in that country, there 
are a few plants of it to be feen in the gardens of 
EofTetta, and the pods, (lones, and pulp of the 
tamarind, boiled up with fugar, may be purchaf* 
ed in every Egyptian market. This coarfe fweet- 
meat is brought by the caravans from the interim 
or of Africa, and forms an indifpeilfible article of 
provifion, for perfons who traverfe the deferts $ 
they eat it on account of its cooling quality, and 
to allay the infufferable thirft that is excited by 
thofe fiery regions. The few trees that (hade one 
part of the convent, invite thither fome birds, 
which diffufe a degree of cheerfulnefs, and the 
water of the well is highly fuperior, both in tafto 
and quality, to that of the monaftery of Zaidi 
el fiaramous. 

Quitting Zaidi Sourian, ou tV\^ V4^!ci^'^\.*^aR^'es. 
o'clock in the tnorning, o\xx ^vx^ot ^cXkwsxvcw^^^ 
vifit any other couvenV.. ^^^^^^S?^'^^l1 
>re in the dcfert^ %tt4 m5ys^^^?V^ "^^ 
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Vi» journey till the next mornmg, when he mr 
cd the vilbge Etrlfsj on tlic wcftern bank of " "■ 
NiJe. The camp of the Bedouin *^gtiide3 \^^ ► 
pitcljed in the vicinity' of this place, and here llr^ 
travellers were entertained with equal coidhlitf 
and hofpitalityp 
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